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for the most memorable 


59 DAYS 
of your life... 







Dr. and Mrs. 
DANIEL A. POLING 










cordially invite you to join them on... 


CHRISTIAN HERALD’S 






Mr. Carroll M. Wright, Tour Director 
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TEP aboard the beautiful SS Silverstar in New York on 
March 15, 1955. Let this comfortably equipped cruise 
ship transport you back through 20 centuries into the 
land of the Bible. Climax this glorious adventure by observing 
Easter, 1955, at the scene of the first Easter Day—Jerusalem. 


See 15 Countries and Island Groups 


Your 1955 Christian Herald Bible-Land Tour takes you to 
15 countries and island groups on three continents, including 
Madeira, Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel, 
Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, Italy, France, Spain and Portugal. 
All arrangements are made for you in advance, including de- 
tails of visits, sightseeing and hotel accommodations ashore. 






Trip by Camel 
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“A Cruise with a Plus” 


You'll find that your fellow passengers share your inter- 
ests, your enthusiasms—and your faith. For they include 
only members of Christian Herald’s Tour party. 

And you'll enjoy the inspiring léadership of Dr. and Mrs. 
Poling, assisted by other well-known and well-informed 
leaders. Mr. Carroll M. Wright, noted for his management 
of Christian Endeavor tours for a quarter of a century, 
will again be our Tour Director. Dr. George M. Lamsa, 
authority on Biblical lands, will be lecturer. Talks, seminars, 
and discussions make your visits all the more interesting 
and worth while. 







SS Silverstar 

























SOULS mn 3 
CONFLICT 


GORGEOUS NATURAL COLOR! 


Featuring 


JOAN WINMILL- ERIC MICKLEWOOD - CHARLES LENO 
with 
GLIFF BARROWS + GEORGE BEVERLY SHEA + COLLEEN TOWNSEND EVANS 
DONN MOOMAW + TEDD SMITH + PAUL MICKELSON 
LONDON GRUSADE CHOIR 





Produced by Great Commission Films, HOLLYWOOD, 
in association with ANGLO-SCOTTISH PICTURES, LONDON, 
for BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC., WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


the 










~ in the 
grip 
I j of life’s 
= * et greatest 
iq struggle! 


Selected for December 


Ki) wh 
is &. PICTURE OF THE MONTH 


ie 


A JET PILOT AN ACTRESS! A FACTORY WORKER! 






“ta forceful portrayal of the 





power of mass Evangelism.” 


Filmed Against the Backdrop of 
the Fabulous LONDON CRUSADE 





& For Information on This And Other Films Contact... BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC FILMS, INC., 2627 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington 8, D.C. & 
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129 ZENITH 
HEARING AID 
BETTER BUY 
THAN AIDS 
AVERAGING °268! 





Scientific Tests Reveal Significant Facts ! 


Zenith has always said you can pay up 
to $300 or more but you can’t buy a 
finer hearing aid than a Zenith. To sup- 
port this statement, Zenith requested 
the United States Testing Company, 
Inc.—America’s foremost private, in- 
dependent testing laboratory—to pur- 
chase on the open market two Zenith 
Hearing Aids and two each of America’s 
five foremost competitive brands of 
transistor hearing aids, and to test 
them thoroughly. 


Price of the 3-transistor Zenith 
‘Royal-T% was $125. Prices of the 
other hearing aids ranged from $229.50 
to $295...an average price of $268! 


These scientific tests proved 
that the Zenith—priced at less than 
one-half as much — offers equiva- 
lent performance for one-half the 
average operating and upkeep 
cost of the other tested brands! 


The results of these rigorous tests 
are so important to the hard-of-hearing 
that we have prepared a free booklet 
giving the details. It should be read by 
every hard-of-hearing person before 
buying any make of hearing aid and 
should be read by you if you have a 
hard-of-hearing relative or friend. 
You’ll be amazed! And the facts may 
save you or a friend $150 or more! You 
can obtain a copy from your local 
Zenith dealer (he’s listed in the classi- 
fied telephone directory) or simply mail 
the coupon below. 


Read the facts! Then prove it to your- 
self.Try the ‘““Royal-T”’ EE 
athome,work,church, FR t! 
theatre, anywhere, on ° 
Zenith’s famous 10- pookle 
Day Money-Back e 
Guarantee. You must 
be satisfied! 





EN/TH® HEARING AIDS 


By the Makers of World-Famous Zenith TV and Radio Sets 


ee 


Zenith Radio Corp., Dept. Z26 
5801 Dickens, Chicago 39, Ill. 


| 
Please mail me free booklet on tests of the | 
six leading hearing aids. | 











Name. | 
Address t 

| 
City. Zone State. | 


Chistian Herald 


' A FAMILY MAGAZINE, independent and interdenominational . . . dedicated to the 
d promotion of evangelical Christianity, church unity, religious and racial understanding, 
; world peace, the solving of the liquor problem, the service of the needy at home and 

abroad, and to cooperation with all who seek the establishment of a more Christian world, 


DANIEL A. POLING, Editor 
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James Lewieki, cover artist, by dint 
of a “Christmas Round the World” series 
of Christmas cards for the American Art- 
ists’ Group, and a 10-page magazine 
feature illustrating the origin of Christmas 





customs, qualifies as practically an au- 
thority. When not engaged with Christ- 
nias, he illustrates other things. Herewith, 
he’s shown at work on one of Life’s mas- 
sive “The World We Live In” paintings. 


Frances Yeend not long ago made her 
150th appearance as soloist with the svm- 
phony orchestra at Carnegie Hall, New 
York. On page 6 she tells of a turning 
point in her professional life. 


Amy Fow (Shepherd Boy, p. 20), native 
of the “high” country of West Virginia, 
launched her writing career in a hunting 
lodge near the Pennsylvania oil fields. 
With a husband in the house, fish in the 
creek, wildlife in the cornfield, snow 
heaped on the highways in winter, writ- 
ing came easily. Her first novel, “Kim 
Dawson,” was set 
in the oil country. 
When she later vis- 
ited her book pub- 
lisher (Doubleday ), 
they expected to 
see a gun-totin’, oil- 
smeared female. In- 
stead, there was the 
gentle, serene lady 
you see here. 





Mary A. Emery, former European 
educator, lecturer, traveler, teaches lan- 
guages in Mission House College, Plym- 
outh, Wis. Not long ago we published her 
personal experience gx 3 
story, “A DP Looks © 
at America.” To- 
day she says, “My jig 
special treasure is 
my American citi- 
zenship.” Now you 
know why she® 
can write so vividly 
on page 18. 







Next month: For a heads-up, hearts-up 
start into 1955, Architects of a New Year, 
by Lynn Harold Hough. . . . For head 
nodding or head shaking, the contro- 
versial Why Won't Preachers Preach! ... 
And an idea-packed Church Building and 
Equipment Section. 
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Such a Good Part of Growing Up! 


It’s good for a boy to use his hands building a 
Railroad...to use his head planning and running it 
... to make friends as the kids gather round. 

It’s good for Dad to join in. And it’s good for Mom to 
see the boy in her man and the man in her boy. 

See Lionel Trains in action at your dealer’s— 

the only trains with Magne-Traction. 

Complete sets as low as $19.95. 


LIONEL TRAINS 


= WITH MAGNETRACTION —2 






SPECIAL COUPON OFFER! 


LIONEL TRAINS, Post Office Box 9, Dept. U 
New York 46, N. Y. 
I enclose 25¢. Please send me special Lionel 
Train catalog offer, postage prepaid. 
1. The new 44-page full-color Lionel catalog. 
2. The new 514” double-faced record of whistles, 
bells, railroad sound effects and Diesel horns.* 
3. Lionel’s special ‘‘Pop Persuader.’’ 


Name. 


*Playsonall78RPM address 
honographs except some 


spindle or automatic changers. City—————~_____Zone__Sttate__. 
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To Bring 
Your 
Child 


Closer to 


the Children ya 
of The Old 
Testament 


BIBLE 
CHILDREN 


By PELAGIE DOANE 


Pictures in full color by the author 
With skill and reverence, a 
famous author-illustrator 
here retells ten childhood 
stories of Old Testament fig- 
ures. In simple words and 
lovely pictures the ancient 
world is brought to life. 
Children will return again 
and again to these stories of : 


CAIN and ABEL, 
the first children. 


ISAAC, 
whose father loved God. 


BENJAMIN, 
who followed his brother 
to Egypt. 
MIRIAM, 
who hid her baby brother 
in the bulrushes. 


SAMUEL, 
who lived in the Temple. 


DAVID, 
who loved music and slew 
a giant. 
JOASH, 


who became a boy king. 


A CAPTIVE MAID 


whose master was cured 
through her faith. 


DANIEL, 
who lived in the court of 
a king. 
ESTHER, 
a young queen, who saved 
her people. 


A perfect book for young 
readers from six to ten and 
for reading aloud in the fam- 
ily circle. Full-page, full- 
color pictures with each 
story. $2.75 
At all bookstores 
Write for FREE Catalog 
of Graded and Classified 
Books for Young People 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
E. Washington Sq., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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Knights of Columbus Ads 


@ Enclosed is an advertisement which 
appears in our daily press, signed by 
the “Supreme Council, Knights of Co- 
lumbus.” Can't something be done 
about this? Surely there is an answer. 

New JERSEY (Mprs.) L. E. C. 


There certainly is an answer, and a 
comprehensive answer for this adver- 
tisement of the Knights of Columbus 
which you enclose. There is, of course, 
nothing that we can do to stop the 
advertising, but certainly there should 
be a Protestant body willing and able 
to run Protestant advertisements. That 
would be the real answer. 


“Vicious Dagger’? 


@ I was surprised to see a vicious dag- 
ger advertised in CurisTIAN HERALD, 
Is this not a direct invitation to “juve- 
nile delinquency” and worse? 


ILLINOIS R. W. 


Generally the murderous weapons 
used in vicious and killing attacks pub- 
lished in our newspapers have been 
kitchen utensils or knives such as are 
used in “scouting.” The knife referred 
to is strikingly similar to one on my 
desk which I purchased in North Africa 
and find useful now as a very effective 
envelope opener. 


Selling Christmas Cards 


@ Do you think it wrong to sell Christ- 
mas cards for the benefit of the church? 
We do need the money. 

KENTUCKY (Mrs.) B. T. 


Certainly it is not wrong. Many 
church organizations, missionary so- 
cieties, Christian Endeavor, Sunday- 
school classes, etc., etc., do just this. 


Dr. Peale 


@ My pastor openly disapproves of my 
quoting from Dr. Peale in devotions 
which I recently conducted. He criti- 
cizes Dr, Peale’s writings. He says that 
Dr. Peale’s message has just one basic 
emphasis—“helieve in yourself.” What 
is your opinion? 


OxHIO (Mrs.) F. H. R. 


I know Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
and I am well acquainted with his 
writings, The fact that his book, “The 





_ DOCTOR POLING 


Auswers Your Questions 


Power of Positive Thinking,” has been, 
for more than two years, number one 
on the non-fiction best-selling list is 
one answer to his critics. Dr. Peale, 
vhatever else he writes, and always 
when he writes and speaks, puts Jesus 
Christ at dead center, I think your 
pastor is mistaken. 


Hope for the Neurotic 


@ I come from a family which tends 
to be neurotic. I enclose a clipping 
which seems to make the members and 
descendants of such families helpless 
and hopeless. Is there no hope for me 
and my boy? What about prayer? 
OHIO (Mrs.) W, H. 


Certainly there is hope for you and 
for your boy—and for all the members 
of your family. I sometimes wonder 
whether we are not all just a little 
neurotic! Those who would take hope 
away from you and your boy are worse 
than neurotic. Prayer does help us 
overcome tendencies that may be in- 
herited and weaknesses that may be 
born in us. Prayer is more powerful 
than “neurotic tendencies.” 


Answer From a Reader 


@ As to whether or not the Lutheran 
Church has “Sisters” or a special order 
of women (June, °54), I submit the 
following: The Missouri Synod of the 
Lutheran Church trains deaconesses at 
Valparaiso, Indiana, while the United 
Lutheran Church trains “Sisters” in 
Minneapolis. 
FLORIDA 


A, M. 


In Peiping twenty years ago the 
German Hospital had very wonderful 
“Sisters” on all its floors, 


Again Cain’s Wife 


@ Reading your answer to the ques- 
tion, “Who was Cain’s wife?”, I was 
reminded of a story that I once heard. 
Would you be willing to print it? 
OREGON S. A. GC. 


Yes, and here it is. The minister of 
a small rural church was imploring an 
old man to repent his sins. “Well,” said 
the old sinner, “if you answer one 
question for me, I'll start coming to 
church.” “What is the question?” re- 
plied the preacher, and the question 
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was: “Who was Cain’s wife?” “M 

friend,” replied the parson, “you wi 

never be able to embrace religion until 
you stop bothering yourself about 
other men’s wives.” 


Where Was Garden of Eden? 


@ Where in Palestine was the Garden 
of Eden located? 


CALIFORNIA J. W. P. 


It wasn’t! Popular opinion locates 
the Garden south of ancient Baghdad 
in the general region of Basra. But 
there are other claims that locate it far 
to the north in what is now a remote 
region of Kurdistan, Iran, near Soviet 
borders. 


Grace Etiquette 


@ When entertaining the pastor, 
should I ask the blessing or invite the 
preacher to pray? 


KENTUCKY M. B. T. 


Either! It is courteous to invite the 
pastor to say the grace, and as a pastor 
1 found I always appreciated the 
prayer of my host. 


Need Christians Be Churchgoers? 


@ | feel that you need not go to church 
to be a Christian, but can’t find any 
Scripture to prove this. Do you know 
of any? 


OREGON (Mrs.) F. E. R. 


I do not. In a recent issue of Curis- 
TIAN HERALD I gave an answer to a 
somewhat similar question. 


Prayer and Our Constitution 


@ Was prayer used in drawing up our 
Constitution, before they began to 
have trouble? 


PENNSYLVANIA (Mrs.) L. H. T. 


I am sure that it was used before, 
but it was when a deadlock was 
reached that Benjamin Franklin sug- 
gested prayer. There is an historic pic- 
ture which shows the Founding Fa- 
thers of our country on their knees, 
Benjamin Franklin at the center, hands 
clasped and face upturned, 


Choice of Recreation 


@ Some Christian people I know think 

that drinking and dancing in a cock- 

tail lounge is good and proper fun. 
7 . © 

What do you think? 


NEw JERSEY (Miss) J. R. 


I think not! The matter of recreation 
is personal and individual and I cannot 
make the decision for another person. 
If cocktailing, drinking and dancing, 
etc., etc., represent a good time, then I 
have never been happy. But life for me 
has been very wonderful. For the 
Christian, “Whatsoever He saith unto 
thee, do it,” is a good formula. 


DECEMBER 1954 


ee he 





MILLIONS ARE HUNGRY 
FOR THE WORD OF GOD 


Millions in many areas of the world would not have the Word 
of God in their own languages if it were not for the work of 
the American Bible Society. 

Share the good life by helping to send out the Word of God 
in some of these languages and dialects and many others: 


Albanian 
Arabic 
Armenian 
Aymara 
Bengali 
3ulgarian 
Bulu 
Cakchiquel 
Cherokee 
Choctow 
Czech 
‘skimo 
Estonian 
Gallic 
Greek 
Hawaiian 
















When writing to advertisers 


Hebrew Lithuanian 
Hindi Luba-Luba 
Hopi Malagasy 
Hungarian Malay 
Icelandic Manchu 
Iroquois Maya 
Italian Miskito 
Japanese Mongolian 
Kabba-Laka Mortlock 
Karen Nasu 
Kikwanto Nauru 
Knoyu Navaho 
Korean Ojibwa 
Kurdish Persian 
Latin Portuguese 
Lisu Quechua 


Ragoli 
Rumanian 
Russian 
Spanish 
Syriac 
Tagalog 
Thai Tai 
Tibetan 
Tshwa 
Turkish 
Tzeltal 
Valiente 
Welsh 
Yipounou 
Zoque 
Zula 


Also in 37 languages and systems for the blind. 


. American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
| Mail This : se ay . 
i * Somes Please send me, without obligation, your booklet CH-17 entitled 
I Today “A Gift That Lives.” 
j=‘ Without 
Fail! 
i PURI, issu cogiacdsihiatesesteccnisiGagenttoner aor easee aati 
re 
I DUN ns sucsdescnndanosvnninocotansnibghadinhiitlbovveni 
1 Goose 
i ‘ 
: WEIS CE o.oo ssc civiassersoneoeterssh 1h ee Zone 
L 
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Write for the booklet ‘“‘A Gift that Lives” which tells you more 
about this plan of helping and having. 
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First Methodist Church, Greenwood, Miss. 


Here’s why 


Keepsake 
Plates 


are your best buy to 
raise funds and provide 
cherished mementos: 


Your choice of plate styles in many 
beautiful colors, designs and border 
patterns. 

Your church pictured as you want it 
by an artist’s sketch which is approved 
by you. 

Reproduction of your church on front 
and historical data printed on back of 
plate are permanently fired in ceramic 
color that will never wear off. 
Dependable service by a firm that has 
served thousands of satisfied custom- 
ers among church groups. 
Reasonably priced to allow you profit- 
able resale prices as a means of rais- 
ing funds for worthwhile projects. 
An ideal commemorative project for 
an anniversary or dedication. Church 
members will want plates to give for 
Christmas, birthdays and other gift 
occasions. 

A dignified and interesting way for 
your group to make money, one which 
will earn the appreciation of every- 
one who would like a spiritual re- 
membrance of your church. 


For sample plates, prices and complete 
details, write today to: 


WORLD WIDE 
? Art Studios 


Covington 2, Tennessee 












QUICKLY FOLD 
OR UNFOLD 
FOR 
CHANGING 
ROOM USES 












TOPS OF 
MASONITE 
PRESDWOOD - FIR 
& BIRCH PLYWOOD - 
LINOLEUM + PLASTICS 


SEA STRONG, RIGID 
MINIMUM TUBULAR 
STORAGE 


STEEL LEGS 


atte 





Send for folder with 
MITCHELL MANUFACTURING 


2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 46, Wis 


complete specit 
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Sores amir 


ETRE ET RR EPI lg A A NN NE 


a TERT UNL 


Noted concert and 
opera star Frances 
Yeend runs through 
a number with ac- 
companist and hus- 
band James Benner. 











By FRANCES YEEND 


Jor awake by a sudden stop, 
I stared sleepily out at rolling farm 
fields, baking in the ferocious July sun. 
I looked at my watch. It was nine 


o'clock. Where in the world was 
Chicago! 

A portly, frazzled looking conductor 
was making his way down the aisle of 
the stifling coach. “Excuse me,” I said. 
“Aren’t we supposed to be in Chicago 
at 9:15?” : 

“That’s right!” he snapped. “But do 
you know where we'll really be at 
9:15? On a siding outside Mason City, 
Iowa!” 

“Iowa!” I gasped. “But—when will 
we get to Chicago?” 

“About seven o'clock tonight!” 

“Oh, no! I’vé-got to be in Chicago 
by ten o'clock this morning.” 

The conductor grimaced and drew 
upon the standard cliché of the day. 
“Don’t you know there’s a war on? 
Troop trains have the right of way. 
We've been losing ten minutes every 
hour since we left Spokane.” 

“But it’s terribly important!” 

He softened a little. “W= could wire 
ahead—” 

I realized then how foolish I was. 
I shook my head and slumped deject- 
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edly in my seat. “No,” I said. “I’m 
sorry. It isn’t important to anyone— 
but me.” 

Eight hours late. Eight hours late. 
Over and over the train wheels clicked 
the shattering fact. Unbelievable that 
eight hours could mean the end of my 
lofty concert and opera dreams! 

The year was 1945 and I was on my 
way to New York to begin my musical 
career, The pivot of my plan had been 
an engager s* to sing the morning 
services at the North Shore Baptist 
Church in Chicago. The pastor, Dr. 
Weldon V ilson, was an old and dear 
friend, and he had offered a more than 
generous fee. With my savings deci- 
mated by cross-country train fare, I 
had been depending on the money to 
pay expenses in New York for a week 
or so—time enough, I hoped, for me 
to find work. 

No one is prey to despair more than 
the young and ambitious. It had been 
a long hard struggle to reach the point 
where I was ready, artistically and 
financially, to invade New York. And I 
had no illusions about my prospects. 
I knew how fierce the competition was, 
how probable the chance of total fail- 
ure. Now I had to make the plunge 
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: 
with almost no savings to fall back on. A Prayerful 


. I felt betrayed, defeated. 
Mother asks: 





“Maybe it’s a sign,” I thought bitter- 
ly. “Maybe I should go back home.” 

My watch read 7:20 when I stepped 
off the train in Union Station that eve- 
ning, The heat was a choking blanket 
of discouragement. I stumbled list- 
lessly to an oven-like phone booth and 
called Dr. Wilson. 

I knew he would feel almost as badly 
as I did, For years back home in Port- 
land, Oregon, I had sung’ the Christmas 
service at his church. He knew of my 
ambitious dreams, and the handsome 
fee had been his way of helping. 

Mournfully I explained my absence. 
His reply was a completely delightful 
shock: “You can sing at our evening 
service. I'll pick you up in five minutes. 
Go through your music and decide | 
what you want to sing.” 

My music! 

The phone connection clicked off as 
I remembered. In my daze of dis- 
couragement and despair, I had left 
my music on the train! 

Overwhelmed with humiliation and 
panic, I greeted Dr, Wilson with the 
news. “I guess it just isn’t... meant to 
be,” I said. “I'll use what money I have 
for a return ticket to Portland.” 

There was bitterness, even loss of 
faith, in those words, Dr. Wilson stared 
at me—and then his eyes took fire. 

“The services start in ten minutes, 





“My baby is now 4 months old, is very dear, and wants to sit. He is my 
fifth child, but only three are living. I was in a political refugee camp 
with my first two children where they died of malnutrition, A heavy 
fate lies behind us and today we still stand before the question: 
‘What will become of us?’ 
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But I pray ways and means will develop through people who have 
a good heart and do not live alone for themselves. I pray we shall 
endure this winter and find a new life for my baby and his sisters.” 
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Please answer this mother’s plea! France, Western Germany, Greece, 


Frances,” he said. “Come on!” 
Woodenly obeying, I got in the car 

beside him. A weaving ride through 

the Loop traffic brought us to the 


Please find love and understanding in 
your heart for a tiny baby who needs 
you. Think of the babies who must sur- 
vive this winter in damp, unheated 
rooms, or in overcrowded refugee 





Italy, or Korea, The Save the Children 
Federation, with twenty-two years of 
experience, will do all the shopping, 
packaging, and mailing for you, Full 
information about the baby you spon- 


m church in five breathless minutes, An- sets ta Cialis ee i Soult | 
— anol ‘ ; nach ial é 8 ‘ree- e—smali victims sor and a photograph wi ve sent to 
other racing moment and I was alone of a cruel world, It takes so little to you. You may correspond with “your” 
in the choir. help a baby. For five dollars a month baby’s family, so that your generous 
e. f you can have the essential clothing material aid becomes part of a larger 
‘d M F needed for that formative first year, gift of understanding and friendship. 
at Y panic and confusion mounted and food, too, sent to a baby in Austria. 
Ly with each moment, There was no solo 
music in the church. How could he 
1V expect me to sing? Was it some sort of A contribution of $10 will buy a complete layette for a baby, including 
diapers, shirts, a sweater, blankets, and other necessary items, delivered 


al awful joke, designed to teach me a 


difficult lesson? Perhaps he was preach- overseas. Please remember a needy baby today! 
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They all were looking for a king 

To slay their foes and lift them high; 
Thou cam’st a little baby thing 

That made a woman cry. 

O Son of Man, to right my lot 

Naught but Thy presence can avail; 
Yet on the road Thy wheels are not, 
Nor on the sea Thy sail. 


GEORGE MacDONALD 
From Samuel Oliver, Oakland, Calif. 


Build your aspirations high, 
Never cease to give and pray. 
Let your pennants upward fly, 
Build on Christ, the perfect Way. 


Build for Christ in distant lands, 
Build for peace and charity. 
Loosen all dividing bands, 
Build on faith’s security. 


Build on hope that conquers fear 
As increasing tempests toll. 
Let the love of Christ draw near— 
Christ the Builder, Christ the Goal. 
Avice VAN RENSSELAER 
From Richard Diebold, New York, N. Y. 
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Edited by KENNETH L. WILSON 


HERE is nothing I can give you 

which you have not; but there is 
much that, while I cannot give, you 
can take. No heaven can come to 
us unless our hearts find rest in it 
today. Take heaven. 

No peace lies in the future which 
is not hidden in this present instant. 
Take peace. 

The gloom of the world is but a 
shadow; behind it, yet within reach, 
is joy. Take joy. 

And so, at this Christmas time, I 
greet you with the prayer that for 
you, now and forever, the day 
break and the shadows flee away. 

—FRA GIOVANNI 


HE TESTIMONY of scientists 

and engineers shows conclusive- 
ly that the performance of airplanes 
is limited only to short distances. 
The consensus is that a 30 per cent 
increase Over present performance 
is the most optimistic that can be 
hoped for. I beg you not to be de- 
ceived by dreamers of fantastic and 
impossible dreams of giant airplanes 
carrying tons of explosives over 
thousands of miles, destroying fleets 
and cities —HILaRyY P. JONEs, court 
martial of General Billy Mitchell, 
1925. 
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The Carpenter of Galilee 
Comes down the street again; 

In every land, in every age, 
He still is building men. 


On Christmas Eve we hear Him knock; - 
He goes from door to door: 
“Are any workmen out of work? 


The Carpenter needs more!” 


H. W.S. 


From Lillian Dickson, Taipeh, Formosa 


A Christmas candle is a lovely thing; 
It makes no noise at all, 
But softly gives itself away; 
While quite unselfish, it grows small. 
Eva K, Locue 
From Mrs. M. E. Ditman, Laurel, Md. 


A diamond in the rough 

Is a diamond sure enough; 

And though it may not glitter, 

It is made of diamond stuff. 
Author Unknown 

From Mrs. David H. Ross, Sycamore, II. 
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Men buy and sell by faith; the forges burn, 
The drays are laden, countless millwheels turn, 
Great ships are chartered, trains run to and fro; 
Though faith directs them all, they scarcely know 
This spirit of the life of every day. 

Will she desert them when they seek to pray? 


A day—a single day—if faith were dead, 

No field were sown, no oven fired for bread. 

Faith is the handmaid in the toiler’s guise 

Of all the world of workers. To tired eyes 

With solace she appears at close of day 

To lift their burdens when they seek to pray. 
Laura Bett Everett 

From Dora M. Kimes, Berry Creek, Calif. 


When I consider how my light is spent 

Ere half my days in this dark world and wide, 

And that one talent which is death to hide 

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent 

To serve therewith my Maker, and present 

My true account, lest He, returning, chide. 

“Doth God exact day labor, light denied?” 

I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent 

That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need 

Either man’s work or His own gifts: Who best 

Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best. His state 

Is kingly: thousands at His bidding speed 

And post o’er land and ocean without rest; 

They also serve who only stand and wait.” 
—Joun MILTON 

From Blanche Brubaker, Reading, Pa. 


What is -your favorite quotation or bit of verse? Include source and author and your 
own name. Sorry, no items acknowledged or returned, and no original material used. 
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WHEN YOU JOIN 


Christian Herald’s 
FAMILY BOOKSHELF 


a book club you can trust 


Yes, both books are yours as a gift when you 
accept your free membership in the Book- 
shelf. We make this extraordinary offer be- 
cause it is the best way we know to demon- 
strate the wonderful advantages to you in join- 
ing the book club you can trust, 


JOIN THIS CRUSADE FOR DECENCY 


As a member you will be offered the very best in current 
literature in every field. And vou’ll be a dynamic part of a 
crusading movement against the rising tide of indecent, 
filthy literature. Here is your assurance of a clean-minded, 
decent approach to good reading. 


Send no money now. Simply mail the coupon. We'll bill 
you later for the book you select at membership rates. 


SAVE NEARLY 50% ON THE BOOKS YOU CHOOSE 
—AND ENJOY THESE SPECIAL ADVANTAGES: 


there are no dues or fees of any 


@ Membership is free: 
As few 


kind. You do not need to take a book each month. 
as four books a year maintains your membership. 


@ You are offered the finest of books—decent, wholesome. 
An Advisory Board of nationally known men and women 
selects the best of the country’s current offerings. 

@ You save money, All you pay is the membership pric e 
for each book you choose. This price never exceeds $3.00 
—regardless of the publisher’s retail price—and is often 
less. With every two books you buy you receive a free bonus 
book worth up to $5.00. Thus, as a member you save up to 
50 per cent on the books you choose. 


RED CARPET FOR MAMIE 


By Alden Hatch. This is the be- 
guiling story of the pretty, viva- 
cious young girl who grew up to 
become the wife of the President 
of the United States, It reveals 
hundreds of new details about the 
early life of Mrs. Eisenhower: how 
she fell in love with Ike, her reac- 
tion to the nomadic life of an 
Army wife, how she raised her 
son, her life during the war years, 
her return to the United States, 
and her participation in the cam- 
paign of 1952. It ends, fittingly, with Mamie happily at home in 
the White House and the world, as always, at her feet. 


Price to Members, $3.00 (Regular price, $3.50) 


MAIL THIS COUPON—TODAY! 
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GOLDEN MOMENTS OF RELIGIOUS INSPIRATION—A 
Treasury of Faith from Christian Herald—€dited by 


Ruth M. Elmquist. Introduction by Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling. This is the open door to a vast and inspiring 
reader experience for you. The roster of more than 60 
authors—novelists, story writers, ministers, poets, American 
men and women of affairs—brings trooping into your 
living room or ‘‘quiet corner,” singly or in a cluster, the 
spiritual and literary giants of our times. 

Regular price is $3.75, but your copy is free when you 
join Christian Herald's Family Bookshelf, 


THE GLORY AND THE WONDER OF THE BIBLE— 
By Dr. Daniel A. Poling and Henry Thomas, Ph.D. 
An introduction to the scriptures as well as a guide to 
those who wish to devote more study to the Great Book. 
Here the Bible is presented as the most readable, the 
most enjoyable, and the most practical Book of the ages. 
As the authors say, the Bible is a love-letter—-God's love- 
letter, and this spiendid new book, intended as a suppie- 
ment to the King James version, is a positive must for 
you to have and to keep, for its pages will serve as a 
realistic guide for successful living. 

This book regularly sells for $3.95, but your copy is 
free with membership in Christian Herald's Family Book- 
shelf. 


START YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH 


—————— MAIL THIS COUPON—TODAY! —~————— — 


Christian Herald's Family Bookshelf 
22 East 38th Street, New York 16, N. Y., Dept. 56 


Please enroll me as a member. | am to receive as a gift upon joining, 
Golden Moments of Religious Inspiration and The Glory and the 
Wonder of the Bible. Send me as my first selection, Red Carpet for 
Mamie, at the special !ow member's price of only $3 (plus a few 
cents handling charge). Each month you are to send me free the 
preview of your latest selection. | do not have to buy every selection 
—only four books during a full twelve months, to fulfill regular 
membership requirements. For every two books | do buy, you agree 
to send me a valuable bonus book worth up to $5.00 FREE. 
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AND NOW, CHRISTMAS! Maybe it’s a 
happenstance that Christmas follows 
on the heels of our national Disagree- 

\. a 

ment Day (on the calendar, it’s called 
Election Day), and at the end of what 
always turns out to be a _ less-than- 
optimum year. But it’s a fortunate hap- 
penstance. Short days ago prophets of 
doom in both parties were pointing 
forewarning fingers at each other. And 
now, Christmas!—to give the victors a 
humility that brings them down to 
size, and the defeated a heartening that 
brings them up to size. Internationally, 
it has been a hand-on-holster year, And 
now, Christmas! Now, the receptive 
upward look, at least for a while, in- 
stead of the wary outward look. Now, 
a star instead of a strategem. 


WARPED WOOF: Probably we should 
let sleeping dogs, be they bird or 
kennel, lie. We would, save for the fact 
that Charles E. Wilson’s now-classic 
comment and the reaction thereto looks 
to this observer like more than an iso- 
lated incident. We're marking it down 
for a trend, and a dangerous one, That 
trend—and every outraged yelp (we 
speak figuratively, as does anyone be- 
lieve Mr. Wilson did not?) pushed it 
farther down the road—is toward an 
uncommunicative officialdom, If words 
are increasingly to be subject to mis- 
construal, either there will be fewer 
words uttered, or those that are uttered 
will be so qualified, so hedged about, 
so pointedly ambiguous, that they will 
be meaningless mouthings. Many pub- 
lic officials have already mastered the 
fine art of saying nothing, in few or 
many words, If more of them tackle 
the subject in earnest, nobody can 
blame them very much. 


1955: Well, what kind of year will it 
be? Economically, more horizontal 
than vertical, more pop than boom. No 
sharp upturn in business, but, over all, 
a lit-tle better year than ’54. So are 
prognosticating the forecasters from 
out on their short and safe limb. Busi- 
ness gently up in automobiles, steel, 
appliances, building. Farm income, 
neither as down as in the past nor yet 
up, No whopping bargains visible in 
the crystal ball. Food, down a bit. 
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Clothing, level. New cars, down maybe 
a notch or two. Color TV, down 
(where else!). New houses, about the 
same prices as now. Old houses, you'll 
pay less, but on the other side of the 
coin, you'll sell for less. More jobs but 
still no crack in that 3-4 million unem- 
ployed floor (influx into the labor mar- 
ket will more than offset gains), Those 
big wage-raise cycles are probably his- 
tory. Wage gains are still possible in 
some industries, but they won't nec- 
essarily set off another national “round” 
of increases. The comparative security 
of white collar jobs is to look a little 
more attractive. 

Income tax cuts? No. War? Big one 
—no. Little one—maybe. Danger spots: 
Formosa, Indonesia, Thailand. 

Fewer U, S. troops stationed abroad. 
The idea is finally soaking in that 160 
million Americans weren't foreordained 
to defend in person 200 million West 
Europeans, 86 million Japanese, et 
cetera, et cetera. 





WIND: East Coast dwellers are ask- 
ing themselves if their section of the 
country is becoming a new hurricane 
highway. Carol, Edna and _ Hazel 
stormed in tor hurried visits, each of 
them exercising the erratic preroga- 
tives generally ascribed to—hurricanes. 
Hazel was the most devastating of the 
three to inland areas, giving thousands 
their first—and in tragic hundreds of 
instances their last—look at heavy 
weather. We tend to forget the havoc 
that the common elements can wreak. 
We get so preoccupied with man-made 
contraptions for havoc-wreaking that 
we become a bit contemptuous of mere 
Nature—until a 90-mile wind or an 
irresistibly rising river or a high tide 
makes even our vaunted and feared 
H-bomb look puny. This is not to say 
that we shouldn’t have a healthy fear 
for the unleashed power of fission or fu- 
sion, It is simply to point out that man, 
for all his inventive terrorism, is, in the 
meteorological scheme of things, still 
a pipsqueak. . 


HOAX: First it was George Du Pre, 
whose vividly imagined wartime der- 
ring-do utterly took in even Quentin 
Reynolds, a book publisher, a maga- 
zine, and some millions of readers. 
When he was eventually exposed, an 


embarrassing time was had by all. Now 
the pattern repeats in part, this time in 
Utah. Rep. Douglas R. Stringfellow 
had told his story for nine years to hun- 
dreds of audiences. It was re-enacted 
in January on the Ralph Edwards pro- 
gram, “This Is Your Life.” He was, he 
said, sole survivor of a thirty-man OSS 
squad that parachuted into Germany 
and captured a Nazi nuclear scientist. 
Then in the white light of the election 
campaign, he admitted he had never 
been an OSS agent, had never partici- 
pated in any secret behind-the-lines 
mission, had been in Europe only a 
few days as an armored division pri- 
vate. On his televised confession, he 
offered to step out of the Congressional 
race, His offer was accepted. 

What makes men spin yarns of 
personal heroism? What makes them 
turn their normal quota of Walter 
Mitty fantasies into public produc- 
tions that, sooner or later, are sure 
to be exposed? Let him who would 


cast the first stone not only look to : 


his own too-glib tongue, but ponder 
whether he has not had a part in 
creating glibness in others. Every 
human being has a basic need to be ap- 
preciated, admired, even gawked at. 
But we spectators discount the com- 
mon virtues, Let a man be a good sol- 
dier, a good husband, a good worker— 
let him be merely this, and we are not 
impressed. Let him come back from 
the war with his legs nearly paralyzed 
from wounds—as Stringfellow did—and 
even that is not enough. Stringfellow 
and Du Pre may have been unprinci- 
pled tellers of tales. But they told the 
tales that people wanted to hear. 


DEMONSTRATION: December 15. is 
Safe-Driving Day. With “days” and 
“weeks” a dime a dozen, what has this 
one to offer? Perhaps your life! Spon- 
sored by the President’s Action Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety, S-D Day 
promises to be a dramatic demonstra- 
tion of what can happen when every- 
body—drivers or walkers—makes a de- 
liberate effort for 24 hours to prevent 
damage to life, limb and property. The 
challenge confronting every commu- 
nity on December 15 will be to remain 
completely free of traffic accidents. It 
can happen! A bit of extra care all 
around, a second look up and down the 
street before crossing, a quicker foot 
on your brake instead of waiting for 
the other driver's reflexes to go into 
operation—these will help. If you want 
to be an unpopular citizen, just get 
yourself killed on December 15! 

And if accidents can be cut down on 
December 15, why not on December 
16 and every day? 


MOVIES: Monsignor W. Lawrence 
Franklin of Erie, Pa., editor of the 
Lake Shore Visitor-Register, official 
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paper of the Erie Roman Catholic Dio- 
cese, has leveled a blast at motion pic- 
ture advertising, particularly that in 
newspapers. “The dirtier the film,” he 
charges, “the bigger and more lurid the 
newspaper spread.” Seems to us the 
advertising has been getting more and 
more lurid whether the film is dirty or 
not, and often with little reference to 
the film. With all the indignation being 
vented upon suggestive comic books, 
television programs, and movies them- 
selves, we've often wondered why the 
stony silence with regard to movie ad- 
vertising, which, in the daily paper, 
comes freely into the home. 

Amen, Msgr. Franklin! 

COURIER’S CUES: U.S. aid to Indo- 
China is to go direct, not through 
French hands. . . . With Democrats in 
control of Congress, expect a new wave 
of “investigations’—this time of pub- 
lic-private power, contracts, 
monopolies, but little or no Commu- 
nist-hunting. Secret Yalta and 
Teheran documents are unspent ammu- 
nition in Republican hands. . . . Educa- 
tional TV is going great guns; Pitts- 
burgh’s WQED, for example, now has 
TV's first “high school.” 

Adlai Stevenson is leading as Demo- 
cratic Presidential contender for 1956, 
but Kefauver’s not counting himself 
out. Britain’s first commercial 
nuclear-power plant probably will be 
completed before ours. In 10 
vears of G. I. Bill, 8 million veterans 
have taken benefit of it. . . . Coming: 
Merger of Studebaker-Packard and 
Nash-HudsonP And of CIO-AFL? 
... And, for your information, it costs 
$90 billion annually, or about 25 per 
cent of the gross national product, just 
to move goods from raw material stage 
to consumer. 

Died: Ira C, Lowe, 39, Festus, Mo., 
of lung cancer. He was suing R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. and a super- 
market for providing the cigarettes he 
believed caused the cancer—his widow 
continues the suit. 

In Senate history to date, only 3 
Senators have been censured; two in 
1902 for a floor fist fight, and one in 
1929 for bringing an outsider into a 
closed committee session. 
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JAPAN: Aikichi Kuboyama’s name 
probably never would have gone round 
the world had he not been aboard the 
Lucky (!) Dragon on March 1, The 
price for headlines: his life. One of 
twenty-three men burned by a “fall- 
out” 70 miles from a Bikini thermonu- 
clear test, he died after a lingering case 
of radiation sickness, first victim of the 
H-bomb. So death from the A-bomb 
and now the. H-bomb came first to the 
Japanese. Surely Americans have 
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IT WON'T BE 


something to say to the widow and 
two daughters of Aikichi—and to them- 
selves—beyond a “Sorry you got in the 
vay!” True, the U.S. has paid the 
family one million yen (some $2,700), 
about 60 times the compensation paid 
by the Japanese government to the 
widow of a worker killed on the job. 
But isn’t there something beyond 
money, something beyond apologies? 
Is not that something a sobering aware- 
ness of the inviolable fact that the raw 
materials of war and rumor of war are 
tragedy and tears? If we do less than 
this for Aikichi we do not do enough 
for him, or for ourselves. 


EUROPE: Now that the huzzas have 
settled down, what really happened at 
the London Conference? Simply a lay- 
ing down of broad principles. No ac- 
tual decisions. No firm commitments. 
These must come from the parliaments 
of nations involved, The West German 
Bundestag quickly approved the “basic 
lines” of the nine-nation London ac- 
cord. The French National Assembly, 
at the quarterbacking of Premier Men- 
des-France, O.K.’d the “formula.” But 
this is only the beginning. Once before, 
in 1952, the Allies “agreed” to rearm 
West Germany, but the agreement fell 
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apart in the clinches. Basic agreements 
are made by diplomats. The firming of 
agreements, turning them into hard 
and fast laws, inevitably has to be 
done by legislators. ; 

Here's what is to happen: 1. The 
end of Allied occupation of Germany. 
2. The German Federal Republic to 
get an invitation to tie up to the Brus- 
sels treaty, 3. Control of German 
armament by an agency set up by the 
Allies. 4. Admission of Germany into 
NATO. 

The “agreement” at London was 
merely an agreement to recommend 
these actions to the boys back home. 
The original hope was to get every- 
thing sewed up tight by January 1. 
But the U.S. Congress doesn’t meet 
(except for McCarthy action) until 
January 5, Congress, always blessed 
with a mind of its own, may this time 
be twice blessed. 


TUG OF PEACE: You can count on Mr, 
Molotov! Every time European federa- 
tion or German integration gets to the 
white heat, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Vycheslav M. Molotov or one of his 
cohorts drops a word about German 
unity on the one hand, and “peace” on 
the other. Passionately, Germans want 
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CONSECRATED CRUSH: In his first American campaign following the London 
meeting, Dr. Billy Graham conducted a month-long crusade at Nashville, Tenn. 


Total attendance reached 655,000, 


with 


Vanderbilt University’s stadium 


(capacity 27,901) crowded on closing night by 65,000. More than 6,000 decisions 
were recorded during the campaign. Indicative of continuing and mount nig 
interest in religion in general and Billy Graham in particular, were full-scale 


articles by or about the preacher in November issues of four national magazines. 
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to see the Fatherland intact again. 
Many have relatives in Eastern Ger- 
many, behind the Iron Curtain.-Even 
if they have no relatives, they have 
national pride. And Germany is torn 
between two forces—the wish to be 
free, and the wish to be whole, Dr. 
Adenauer wants reunification as much 
as any German. But he supports the 
West because he’s had his fingers 
burned too often from Russian at- 
tempts at match-making. The French 
look longingly at peace. Don’t we all! 
But talking with Russia about peace 
seems to turn up about as much posi- 
tive good as talking with the Devil 
about evangelism. The Devil is all for 
it—providing he’s busy making his own 
converts. 

PORT ARTHUR: Next year, Russia 
promises, she'll pull out of this naval 
base stretching into China’s Gulf of 
Chihli, terminating a 30-year-lease ne- 
gotiated by Stalin. Last year, the Chi- 
nese Communists cut off another con- 
cession—a 50-year Soviet interest in the 
Changchun Railway, running from 
Siberia across Manchuria to Port Arthur. 
Why are the Russians getting out? 
There are three possibilities, 

(1) Out of the goodness of their 
heart. Personally, we don’t put much 
stock in this one. 

(2) Because the Chinese are feeling 
their oats and will take no nonsense 
from anyone, Russia included. 

(3) Because the Russians sense that 
by pulling out, they make the presence 
of America in Japan and Chiang on 
Formosa subjects for unblushing de- 
nunciation. 

Our guess is that it’s a mixture of 
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(2) and (3). Not that China is push- 
ing Russia hither and yon. Despite the 
inherent rugged individualism of the 
Chinese, it’s wishful thinking to as- 
sume that this will happen soon if at 
all. But why should Russia irritate 
Comrade Mao if it costs little to pacify 
him and is psychologically advanta- 
geous in the bargain? 


EXPORTED CHRISTMAS: This is the 
time of year when the generosity of 
Americans—and, thank God, stinginess 
is not one of our national shortcom- 
ings!—will get a big play, We'll all feel 
pretty good, not just because of a round 
of back-slapping but because generos- 
ity carries its own warm feeling with it. 
But lest we get the idea that America 
is the exclusive Tiny Tim in_ this 
Scrooge-populated world, take a look 
at Nuremberg, Germany. Eighty-two 
West German toy manufacturers turned 
over 20,000 pounds of toys to the U.S. 
Army Quartermaster Corps for distri- 
bution to U.S. orphanages for Christ- 
mas. This is the third and biggest year 
of such donations, Good business? 
Maybe. But we’d rather think it’s just 
plain good. 


TRIESTE: Not everybody's happy, but 
at least the nine-year-old dispute is 
wrapped up. Italians and Yugoslavs 
cautiously call it a “provisional” settle- 
ment. But the Western powers are 
washing their hands and calling it a 
day’s work. Zone A, including the Port 
of Trieste, goes to Italy. Zone B goes 
to Yugoslavia, The 8,000 British and 
American troops who have been occu- 
pving the territory can go home. This 
solution was offered a year ago by U.S. 





and Britain, setting off a wave of riot- 
ing and cross-boundary face-making 
that held up things till now. It took 
participants, each of whom wanted 
whole hog, that long to get used to 
the idea. That they accommodated 
their thinking as promptly as they did 
and with as few loud.noises, is a credit 
to both parties—and to Ambassador 
Clare Boothe Luce, one of the archi- 
tects of the original declaration, and to 
Llwellyn E. Thompson, a State De- 
partment career officer (and how that 
expression “career officer” is often used 
almost as an epithet instead of the high 
badge of honor it is!) who played a 
major part in bringing about final set- 
tlement. 


GOOD-BY, DR. MALAN: Oom Paul 
Kruger, who died 50 years ago, was 
president of the Transvaal at the time 
of the Boer War, a lifelong opponent 
of the British, South Africans celebrate 
Kruger Day as we celebrate Washing- 
ton’s Birthday. It was on this occasion, 
following his speech promising that 
South Africa inevitably will become a 
republic, that Prime Minister Daniel F. 
Malan, 80, announced his retirement 
as of November 30. Dr. Malan, a 
clergyman of the Dutch Reformed 
Church before he became chair- 
man of the Nationalist party in 
1915 (he became Prime Minister in 
1948), thus goes out of office without 
managing to bull his apartheid (total 
racial segregation) policy through. 

Time ran out for Dr. Malan, Time 
also runs out for his theories, 
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PAY: We've commented before on 
the state of preacher salaries. But then 
we were quoting statistics. Although 
you can feel chagrined for a statistic, 
it’s difficult to shed tears over its 
plight. We felt differently about a 
letter that came in the other day—a 
letter never meant for publication. Not 
a word of complaint in it. Instead, it’s 
an apology. “We are pastors of a small, 
rural church, We have five very sweet 
children. I like Curistran HERALD 
(I grew up on it), but we haven't 
taken it for around 3 years now, be- 
cause we just plain can’t afford it. My 
husband gets less than $100 a month 
from the church, and odd jobs just 
aren't very plentiful. We can’t afford 
meat, either, so seldom have any to 
eat.” 

Maybe it’s time a CARE parcel ar- 
rangement were set up for American 
preachers! And certainly it’s time, at 
Christmas and the New Year, for every 
church to look at its clergy with un- 
corked conscience. 


WEST POINT: Probably you didn’t 
know it either, but in 1896 Congress 
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set up the rule that spiritual services at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point were to be provided by the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, All other 
Army posts are served by chaplains; 
the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis 
is served by chaplains; similar arrange- 
ments are planned at the future U.S. 
Air Force Academy. West Point has an 
Army Chapel, conducted by a chaplain, 
yes. But it also has a Cadet Chapel in 
which an Episcopal priest, employed 
by the government, officiates, Attend- 
ance at the Army Chapel is voluntary. 
Attendance at the Cadet Chapel is 
compulsory. Resolutions urging Con- 
gress to repeal this discriminatory 
1896 law have been adopted by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, the 
American Baptist Convention, Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., and now 
the American Lutheran Church. What 
a gracious evidence of brotherhood it 
would be to have a similar resolution 
from the Episcopal Church! 


RECORD: Down at the Sylacauga, 
Alabama, First Methodist Church, a 
Sunday-school pupil by the name of 
Milton “Buck” Heacock has rolled up 
an impressive attendance record. Forty- 
four years without a miss! He wasn’t 
every Sunday in his home church, “But 
I was always near a church and I man- 
aged to get to Sunday school wherever 
I happened to be.” Buck’s friends de- 
cided that this achievement called for 
something more than asking him to 
stand up in church and take a bow. 
Young people might be awed by his 
record, but most of them would re- 
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ROYAL SIGNATURE: Queen Mother 
Elizabeth of England signs the U. S. 
section of the World Good Will Book 
being compiled to mark the 150th an- 
niversary of the start of Bible society 
work. Looking on is Dr. Robert T, Tay- 
lor, a general secretary of the American 
Bible Society, whose headquarters the 
queen mother visited in New York. 
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gard it as personally unattainable as 
the top of Everest. So friends got to- 
gether and set up a ack Heacock 
Scholarship” that wii send senior 
young people with one-year perfect 
attendance records to Camp Suma- 
tanga, all expenses paid, With that 
kind of realizable target to shoot at, 
we predict the youngsters will give 
that scholarship fund a glorious wallop! 


MERGER: Executive bodies of the 
Congregational Christian Churches 
and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church have reset their merger clock 
to 1957. The E&R General Synod had 
originally adopted the “Basis of Union 
with Interpretations” in 1947, and the 
Congregational Christian Council in 
1948. It was then approved by votes 
of the regional synods of the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church and of local 
Congregational Christian churches, A 
group of Congregationalists objected 
to the merger and brought suit to pre- 
vent its consummation, Their argu- 
ment: because theirs is a denomination 
of autonomous churches, the Gen- 
eral Council has no power to effect 
a merger. Now the last legal barrier 
seems to have been booted aside. 
The merger, creating an advertised 
2,000,000-member United Church of 
Christ, moves ahead. How much that 
2,000,000 will be trimmed down by 
Congregationalists who refuse to be 
merged, remains to be seen. 


EUROPE: A check of the Protestant- 
Roman Catholic balance in a couple 
of areas in Europe turns up some in- 
teresting, though not shocking, facts. 
In Scotland, the University of Glas- 
gow’s department of social and eco- 
nomic research made a_ survey of 
church membership and attendance 
in that city. They found that Protestant 
and Roman Catholic churches have 
about the same total memberships, 
but that across the board, a higher 
percentage of Catholics are regular 
churchgoers. Actual winner of the at- 
tendance laurel, however, was the Free 
Church, with a 54 per cent church- 
attendance score. The Roman Catholic 
percentage was 46.9; the over-all Prot- 
estant percentage, 27.8. The Church of 
Scotland, largest Protestant group, had 
a showing of 26.2 per cent. 

And in West Germany, of a total 
population of nearly 48 millions, 51.2 
per cent are Protestant, 45.2 per cent 
Roman Catholic, 3.3 per cent belong 
to other religious groups, At the previ- 
ous census in 1950, Protestants had 
50.7 per cent. 


CENTRALIZATION: The United Lu- 
theran Church, America’s largest Lu- 
theran body, meeting in biennial con- 
vention at Toronto, gave its church 
executive board wide new controls 
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Magnetic Tape 
in the Church 


by Charles Westcott 


@_& PROUD OF YOUR 
Bae Se CHOIR? You’re sure to 
be .. . if they’ve been 

trained with magnetic 
recording tape. A rehears- 
al aid that’s a favorite 
with choir directors in 
churches from coast to 
coast, magnetic tape al- 
lows singers to hear them- 
selves as others hear 
them ... permits them to criticize their own 
efforts. Intricate harmonies, difficult solo 
passages and proper balance of voiges are 
more easily taught when versatile magnetic 
recording tape is used in rehearsals. Your 
choir director or church organist will prob- 
ably welcome the idea. Why not suggest it? 


CONFERENCES, CEREMONIES, in 
fact all church events of unusual length, 
are best recorded on new ‘‘Scotch’’ Brand 
Extra Play Magnetic Tape 190A. Thin- 
ner, yet made with strength to spare, 
new 190A tape offers 50% more tape 
wound on each reel. 


50% MORE RECORDING TIME on 
new 190A tape, too—so now you can record 
complete choir concerts, religious pageants, 
sermons and meetings with fewer pauses for 
reel changeover. New “Scotch” Brand Extra 
Play tape offers you high fidelity response 
and real economy. Like all “Scotch” Brand 
magnetic tapes, 190A tape erases clean, can 
be used again and again. You’re always sure 
of complete clarity and brilliance of perform- 
ance. 


MAKES HOSPI- 
TAL CALLS EASIER. 
Tape recordings of 
Sunday’s service or 
of church social ac- 
tivities always make 
pleasant listening for 
shut-ins and hospi- 
talized parishioners. 
That’s why many 
clergymen always 
take a lightweight 
recording machine 
with them on hospital and home calls. 
They say it simplifies the job of visiting 
ill and aged members of the church. It’s 
a suggestion you may find valuable in 

your work. 


ANY QUESTIONS on 
how to make improved tape re- 
cordings? I'll be happy to answer 
them if I can. And I'd like to 
hear how you use ‘‘Scotch’’ 
Brand Magnetic Tape in your 
church. Drop me a line—Church 
Editor, c/o Minnesota Mining and Manufac- 
turing Company, 900 Fauquier Avenue, St. 
Paul 6, Minnesota. 








The term “SCOTCH” and the plaid design are regis- 
tered trademarks for ‘‘Scotch” Brand Magnetic Tape 
made in U.S.A. by MINNESOTA MINING AND 
MFG. CO., St. Paul 6, Minn. General Export: 122 
E. 42nd St., New York 17, N.Y. In Canada: London, 
Ont., Can. 
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TRIBUTE: Twelve-foot-high wooden cross near Reed City, Mich., honors the 


beloved hymn for which composer George Bennard (here with vi/2) is most famous. 


PHP PPPPLPLLLFLELGLGLGLGLLLBGPELLLGG LG LO LLG BLDG GLLO DOL OLLL ODO L ILO L OO LDL 


over work of all national agencies. The 
2l-member central governing body 
gets the authority to “review the ac- 
tions” and exercise “power of veto” 
over the church’s committees, agencies, 
boards, auxiliaries and officers. A spe- 
cial reorganization commission recom- 
mendation that the board be given “all 
the powers” of the convention, with 
specified exceptions, during the years 
between conventions, was turned 
down, Such changes as were made 
still have to be ratified by two-thirds 
of the denomination’s 32 synods across 
the U.S. and Canada. 

What does it all mean? It means (1) 
that a current toward centralization in 
Protestant bodies is clearly developing, 
but that (2) the rank and file are not 
yet ready to countenance anything that 
looks like a hierarchy. 


STRAWS? The proposed union of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church (U.S.) 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) is running into Southern 
snags. How serious, how accurately 
they forecast majority opinion, will 
not be evident until after January 1 
when the 84 Southern presbyteries 
begin voting in greater numbers, The 
Church’s General Assembly, when re- 
ferring the union plan to presbyteries 
last summer, asked them to hold off 
voting until the first of the year. At 
this writing, seven presbyteries have 
jumped the gun—as even the denomi- 
nation’s Stated Clerk announced they 
had the perfect right to do, Of the 
seven, the vote has been 7 against 
merger, 0 for merger, If 15 additional 
presbyteries vote no, the merger plan 
is rejected. 

Why the sudden opposition, when 
short months ago everyone seemed 
to be for merger? Is this a part of the 
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developing trend, too? Is Protestant- 
ism at the grass roots taking a second 
and very wary look at big numbers, big 
authority? 


IN BRIEF: A Pentecostal preacher on 
Crete was given a 3-month prison term 
and fined $665 for making converts of 
two members of the Greek Orthodox 
Church. . . . A “spiritual healing” serv- 
ice in Albert Hall, London, attracted 
6,000 persons from all parts of the 
country. . . . A statue of Our Lady of 
Peace was erected on the summit of 
11,500-foot Solent Peak in France, as 
a memorial to the Marian Year and, 
according to Religious News Serv- 
ice, “for the protection” of mountain 
climbers. 

A church in San Bernardino, Calif., 
has this sign outside: “Come in and get 
your faith lifted.” . . . In January, the 
Pocket Testament League tackles 
Africa. . . . The General Assembly of 
the National Council of Churches 
meets in Boston, Nov. 28 - Dec. 3. 
. . . Died: Frank H. Mann, general 
secretary of the American Bible So- 
ciety. . . . Edmund S. Muskie, new 
governor of Maine, is first Roman 
Catholic ever to be elected to that 
office. . . . Donn Moomaw, All-Amer- 
ican football star, has entered Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary to prepare 
to be an evangelist. 

Christmas “Parade of the Carolers” 
at Elkhart, Ind., will include re- 
enactments of Christmas customs 
from around the world. . . . Baptists 
and Adventists in Russia (see “God’s 
Underground in Russia,” Nov.) are 
the latest targets of the anti-religious 
campaign the Communist radio and 
press are waging. . . . Religious films 
are to be featured every Saturday and 
Sunday evening at “America’s First 


Church Theatre,” conducted by the 
Rev. Harry G. Bristow, Jr., “cinemin- 
ister,” who bought out a Philadelphia 
movie house. 
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DISHONOR ROLL: From Laura Lind- 
ley, Research Secretary of the Na- 
tional Temperance League, comes the 
annual state scorecard on per capita 
alcohol consumption. On the basis of 
total absolute alcohol (whether con- 
tained in distilled spirits, wine or 
beer), the District of Columbia is, as 
usual, out in front, with 3.38 gallons 
per person during 1953. Nevada is 
second, with 2.75. In descending order, 
Delaware, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
New York, Maryland, Wisconsin, New 
Hampshire, Illinois. Biggest drinker of 
distilled spirits is District of Columbia, 
with 4.87 gallons per person, Biggest 
drinker of wine, District of Columbia, 
with 2.45 gallons. Biggest drinker of 
beer, Wisconsin, with 26.9 gallons per 
person during the year, Least drinker 
of distilled spirits, Alabama, 0.58 gal- 
lons. Least wine drinking state, Iowa, 
0.18 gallons. Least beer drinking state, 
North Carolina, 4.7 gallons. 


ALCOHOLICS: You get varying esti- 
mates of their number. We pass along 
this word from Dr. E. M. Jellinek, as 
reported by the Methodist Board of 
Temperance. The number of alcoholics 
in the U.S. has increased substan- 
tially in ten years. In 1940 there were 
2,632,000 alcoholics in the U.S. By 
1950 the number had jumped to 
3,876,000. (The problem of gathering 
the statistics causes the time lag.) 

More startling than the total num- 
ber is the division of increase between 
men and women, Said Dr. Jellinek: 
“Compared with 1949, the number of 
male alcoholics [in 1950] has increased 
by 4,000, and the number of female 
alcoholics by 20,000.” He points out 
that since 1948 the rate of alcoholics 
per 100,000 adults has been practically 
unchanged (3,952 per 100,000). But 
that doesn’t explain away the testimony 
that more women are joining the ranks 
than men. That is a clear fact, and it 
is a disturbing fact. 


SCARED: And from the “other side,” 
this unintentional plaudit: The Adver- 
tising Federation of America says wine 
and beer advertisers on radio and TV 
will be on “dangerous ground” when 
Congress meets. The fact that the 
House Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion turned thumbs down on the Bry- 
son Bill, which would have prohibited 
all advertising of alcoholic beverages in 
interstate commerce, doesn’t mean, 
says A.F.A., that the issue is dead, In 
fact, the A.F.A. points out, the House 
committee has asked broadcasters to 
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report by January 1 what they are do- 
ing to “improve the situation” with re- 
spect to self-regulation. “The wine and 
beer industries might well consider 
very carefully the amount and kind of 
advertising they do, lest they be for- 
bidden to do any,” A-F.A. concludes. 


wectu: In 80th annual convention as- 
sembled, the WCTU elected Mrs. 
Glenn G. Hays of Ransom, Kans., to a 
second term as president. The docket 
for next year includes a campaign to 
urge all states to adopt chemical tests 
for the detection of drinking drivers 
(as New York has done already), to 
outlaw alcoholic beverage sales in or 
near filling stations, to make illegal the 
advertising of alcoholic beverages in 
interstate commerce radio and televi- 
sion (paging the A.F.A.!), and to ban 
liquor sales in the armed services or on 
air or naval bases and military posts, A 
“Christian Citizenship Crusade” will 
promote total abstinence through inter- 
collegiate oratorical contests and alco- 
hol education aimed at youth, adults 
and church groups. This last field ought 
to be a fruitful one! 


HERE’S HOW: New York columnist- 
for-teen-agers Patricia Evers councils 
the 18-vear-old girl caught in a crowd 
of drinkers: “There is really only one 
way to solve the problem and keep 
it solved once and for all. That’s to 
order what you want. The lad who 
tries to embarrass you is a bully and 
bullies ought to be squashed firmly. 
Ordering a drink along with the crowd 
and not drinking it isn’t the answer. 
It’s better to be open about it. You'll 
get along better with the crowd if they 
know where you stand on the issue. 
Explaining that you aren’t going to 
drink till you are 25, or that your 
father is giving you a hundred dollars 
if you'll be a teetotaler is also a waste 
of time. You don’t have to explain any- 
thing. Your actions are up to you—not 
to the gang. They aren’t entitled to an 
explanation, Lots of adults let people 
like this make things unpleasant, let 
them bully them into things they don’t 
want to do—and regret later. Pretty 
silly, isn’t it? Who are these jokers who 
think they can intimidate you?” 

Worth cutting out and passing on 
to a teen-ager, who these days needs 
all the backbone stiffener he (or she) 
can get! 


BITS: In New Haven, Conn., two 
establishments which sold liquor to a 
driver subsequently involved in a fatal 
accident agreed to pay $22,000 to the 
man whose daughter was killed. Why 
not? 

In Keld, England, two brothers, both 
teetotalers, bought the only pub in 
town and then closed it tight. One way 
to do it! 
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It Proved a Blessing 


to This Missionary .... 


LITERALLY A LIFE SAVER TO HIS MISSION 


“What a wonderful surprise for me 
when I returned from a long trip— 
unexpected ICE WATER!” 

So begins a letter from a mission- 
ary in India. “If any one had offered 
me a hundred dollars,” he contin- 
ues, “I would not have taken it for 
that cold drink in this terrible heat. 
In the morning we start with tem- 
peratures of 95 to 100 degrees— 
and it climbs during the day. A few 
days have been even 118 in the 
shade! What a wonderful help is the 
SERVEL! Just yesterday our hos- 
pital was able to save the life of a 
mother and her new-born child, 
thanks to our refrigerator which 
supplied ice and cold water.” 






AGRE LOLRAAES 


Nothing you can provide for 
your mission is quite so useful and 
practical as a Servel Kerosene 
Refrigerator that operates faithfully 
—even beyond reach of gas and 
electricity. In steaming jungle or 
arid plain it brings the blessings 
of health and healing. Where fresh 
foods spoil in seconds, it keeps them 
completely safe and wholesome .. . 
provides delicious cold drinks and 
plenty of ice cubes . . . maintains 
the efficacy of perishable vaccines 
and medicines. Write for free book- 
let “Modern Refrigeration for Your 
Missions” that explains attractive 
purchase plan available to church 
groups only. 











REFRIGERATORS 
Scant isen or esmnneeeeibamaRpROSARLSEnCISAnEIOH ONSEN ANAND aad l 
1 
SERVEL, INC., international Division, Dept. CH-12 |! 
19 Rector St., New York 6, New York, U.S.A. 
Please send me free booklet, ‘Modern Refrigeration © arnene j 
for Your Missions,"' and descriptive literature on the sie | 
Servel products checked here. DO Electric 4 
Servel i 
Name CI] Gas Servel t 
Address (CD Electric ! 
**Wonderbar'’ j 
City. State 
Faas caret! inant “alpetaii ails ia espe, mht in sh SOI tate ak as Sige 
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e@ MAKE YOUR CHOICE—GOD OR SELF-DESTRUCTION 


_—— America, or CurisTIAN HERALD, Or any one 
of a hundred other religious journals carries an 
editorial pointing up and answering the “liberals” who 
belittle the God-fearing and renounce Christian faith— 
well, it is hardly news. “Dog bites man,” in other words. 
But I have just read again, after two years, a lead edi- 
torial of the Saturday Evening Post that was definitely 
news and just as definitely a clear call of religious faith. 
That editorial is a “man bites dog” editorial. 

The title was the theme: “Chambers’ choice of God 
looks odd to the ‘Liberals.’” And the opening sentence 
makes the editorial’s conclusion unmistakable: “Judg- 
ing from reviews of Whittaker Chambers’ ‘Witness’ in 
the ‘liberal’ weeklies, we gathered that aside from ex- 
posing Alger Hiss and revealing the existence of Com- 
munist conspiracy in Washington, the worst crime 
committed by Chambers was to come out for God.” 
Quotations from the “liberal” journals certainly justified 
both the editorial’s title and its opening paragraph. The 
Nation, with the facile pen of Irving Howe, declared 
that insistence upon belief in a Supreme Being “makes 
our situation appear even more desperate than it really 
is. For if Chambers is right in believing the major bul- 
wark against Stalin to be faith in God, then it is time 
for men of conviction to take to the hills.” Well, other 
“major bulwarks” against Stalin were not doing so well! 
And today those bulwarks seem to be crumbling fast. 
“Liberals,” even as well as the more simple-minded 


e@ MURDER ON THE ROADS 


ON’ September 30th of this year, Robert Hamilton, 
28, a war veteran, was killed in Detroit when 
struck by a car driven by Ralph Yankee. Hamilton’s 
English bride of nine months was critically injured. 
The young man had been honorably discharged only 
the day before, after his ten years with the Air Force. 

This is the description of the event, as it appeared 
in the Detroit Free Press: Yankee, an assistant golf pro 
at the Detroit Country Club, “staggered against the 
door jamb when led into the Accident Prevention 
Bureau and sat down heavily. He asked, ‘I didn’t kill 
anybody, did I?’ The police replied, “Yes, you killed a 
young man.’ Yankee answered, ‘My wife won't like 
that....’ Yankee told police he had been at the Tam 
O’Shanter Golf Club until noon yesterday and then 
came downtown where he had ‘five or six drinks’ in 
two establishments. . . . Police said Yankee, who regis- 
tered .18 on the drunkometer, was incoherent and 
dazed. ... Authorities consider a driver drunk when he 
registers .15 or over. .. . According to witnesses Yan- 
kee’s car was weaving all over the street. It struck the 
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among us, might do well to give God at least a chance. 

Uniting in this “liberal” chorus with varying degrees 
of derision were the Saturday Review, the New Repub- 
lic and other learned publications. In this instance I 
“include out” the Daily Worker, which, though defi- 
nitely anti-God, is not a “liberal” journal! 

Two years ago the New Republic insisted that “the 
whole of western progress is based not on religion but 
on faith that man can reduce the chaos of nature... . 
achieve a measure of abundance, security and peace.” 
Well, Chambers, in “Witness,” makes abundantly clear 
the fact that, after spending years trying to prove this, 
trying with every purpose of his mind and every pas- 
sion of his heart to demonstrate this, he came at last to 
the dead end of futility and failure. Then, had he not 
found God, the only logical answer left would have 
been suicide. 

These too consciously wise “liberals” always overlook 
one appalling fact—man, so all-brave, so all-sufficient 
and adequate, has failed all but completely with him- 
self. Whittaker Chambers, in “Witness,” which is one 
of the most remarkable books of the generation, is try- 
ing to tell man that only God can keep him from drop- 
ping the bomb of mankind’s ultimate destruction. 
Chambers is trying to tell man that only God can give 
to man self-mastery. 

Against all the scoffing “liberals” I take my stand be- 
side Whittaker Chambers. I choose God. 
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couple with such force that they were thrown 35 feet.’ 

In August a drunken driver in New Jersey came 
across a highway dividing line to strike a car head-on, 
and killed its seven occupants. Previously this man— 
who must have obviously been in no condition to drive 
—had been stopped and warned by a fire truck. He 
should have been arrested then. 

What can be done about these horrors? Two things 
should be done: LIQUOR ADVERTISING, FLAM- 
ING ATTRACTIVELY ALONG NEARLY EVERY 
HIGHWAY OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD 
BE BARRED; LIQUOR SALES WITHIN AT LEAST 
HALF A MILE OF THESE HIGHWAYS SHOULD 
BE PROHIBITED. 


EDITOR OF CHRISTIAN HERALD 




















A Lutheran chaplain holds noon- 
day services in Pentagon chapel. 
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When the Pentagon PRA YS 





Washington’s “‘secret weapon”’—quiet rooms where, amid the rush of official 


business, clerks, generals and politicians pause daily to commune with God 


M FIRST, the tiny woman did not 


cry when the major in the Ad- 
jutant General's office told her simply, 
“You must not give up hope. We—we 
never give up. Today we know noth- 
ing, but tomorrow we may know. Or 
perhaps the next day.” The mother 
had come all the way from Michigan 
to pin the Army to a definite answer 
to her tragic question: “Is my son dead 
or alive?” Then gently looking at the 
bus ticket in her hand, the major said, 
“Why not go home and wait to hear 
from us? We'll send you a wire as soon 
as we hear anything.” 

It was then that she broke down. 
“It’s the not knowing,” she cried, “I 
have a right to know whether my 
son is dead or alive, I have a right to 
know!” The major signaled to one of 
the girls who brought the chaplain. 
The chaplain talked to her quietly and 
then led her up the wide and complex 
ramps to the chapel. There, she prayed 
silently, wiped her eyes, looked up at 
the chaplain and said: “I’m sorry.” She 
then insisted upon going back to the 
major’s office to apologize to him, “I am 
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By J. ALVIN KUGELMASS 


sorry,” she said. “Just keep hoping,” 
he told her. 

It would be warming to be able to 
say that the son, missing in Korea, was 
found to be alive and well. But since 
then, she has been notified that her 
son is “Presumed to Be Dead.” She 
wrote to the major when she received 
the official verdict: “That moment of 
prayer gave me peace for the long trip 
home by bus. I am comforted to know 
that other mothers perhaps can find 
a place for prayer and peace in a build- 
ing so grim as the Pentagon. Somehow, 
in some way, I understand my country 
better and have a greater appreciation 
for it. Thanks to you for sending me 
there during a very bad moment.” 

High up, in one of the confusing 
angular rings of the vast structure on 
the Potomac, Military Police bearing 
huge .45 revolvers and wearing white 
armbands patrol corridors lined with 
doors marked: “Do Not Enter, Re- 
stricted, Critical Area, Passes Required, 
Stay Out,” and other similar reminders 


» that this is a building devoted to war 


and the business of war, Hard by, mili- 


tary men in smart uniforms hurry them- 
selves and their important briefcases to 
mapping rooms and conference cham- 
bers. Near by, strange clicking sounds 
come through doors; inside are intri- 
cate machines that receive and dis- 
patch messages to outposts across the 
seas. Offside, are file rooms, armor- 
plated, that would spew dangerous 
gases if tampered with by wrong hands. 

And, set smack in the middle of all 
of these are handsome, quiet, rather 
large rooms devoted to rest, medita- 
tion and prayer. They are the chapels 
of the Pentagon, an accommodation 
the Russians would barely even begin 
to understand. 

Daily, seven days a week, for the 
Pentagon works round the clock, gen- 
erals and privates, majors and page 
boys, stenographers and file clerks, 
code experts and firepower specialists, 
political experts and politicians, space 
researchers, colonels and corporals, 
warrant officers and jeep drivers—all 
these gather after lunch for communi- 
cation with God through prayer. 

The services are short, perhaps no 
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By MARY A. EMERY 


[os year I received the usual things for Christmas, Some books, 
nylons, cookies, candy, flowers, the customary gifts. And then 
there was something very special—a gift I shall never forget. 

It began early in the fall, when I sent a Christmas parcel to a 
displaced persons camp in Europe. I addressed the parcel to an old 
couple in their seventies, whose name had been given me. 

When I was packing the box I put in some warm clothing, towels, 
soap, some coffee and sweets. There was a bit of empty space left. 
On a sudden illogical impulse, and feeling a little foolish, I added 
a last layer of—baby things! A receiving blanket, half a dozen diapers, 
some little shirts and other pink and blue items so small one won- 
dered how a human being could wear them and so dear that one 
wanted to hug and kiss every piece of flannel—these made a snug fit, 
at least, and the parcel closed solidly. 

I heard the rest of the story later. 

The parcel arrived in the camp on Christmas Eve, and the old 
couple were happy that somewhere in the world, someone had 
remembered them. Opening the box, they were astonished to find 
the baby clothes. Carefully they laid them aside for further con- 
sideration, curious to see what else a distant, never-seen American 
woman had sent them. “The coat is too long, but it is warm and we 
can use it,” said the wife. “And look, they have bright-colored towels 
in America, and ours are always white.” The husband commented, 
“What a nice sweater for you, and these warm gloves—just what 
I needed!” 

The night before Christmas spread its purple veil over the moun- 
tains and filled the valley with dark blue shadow. A little stove 
warmed a freshly-made pot of gift coffee. It was quiet in the room 
separated from the ceabons by only a thin wall. The old couple 
watched the glowing stove, cherishing their bit of happiness. 

All at once there was a commotion in the next room. Someone 
said, “It is too late, leave her here! Call the nurse.” A few minutes 
later a tiny new voice was heard, and the old couple nodded wisely. 

“It is that Czech woman who came just a few days ago,” said 
the old lady. “She was waiting for her baby. I will go and see her.” 

“Wait,” said the husband, “Take these American things for the 
baby.” And the old lady picked up the - and blue bundle. 

The Czech refugee was lying on a bunk, pale and exhausted. The 
nurse was trying to wrap the tiny baby in a medical apron, while 
the young mother watched her every move with anxious eyes, “A 
girl,” the nurse told the old. lady when she came in, 

“Here,” said the old lady. “Here are real things for a baby.” 

A few minutes later the Czech mother knew all about the Ameri- 
can woman who had sent baby clothes to the old couple. “Write Mary 
Emery soon,” she said, “and thank her from my heart.” She fell 
silent a moment. “I have nothing to give Mary Emery in return.” 
Then her eyes brightened. “Yes, there is one gift I can give—my gift 
to the unknown woman in America.” 

She spoke to the nurse. “Let me hold my baby!” Smiling down at 
her child, all wrapped in a warm blanket that night the stars hung 


low, she whispered, “My dafling baby. My darling little Mary.” 
THE END 





WHEN THE PENTAGON PRAYS 


(Continued from page 17) 


more than twenty minutes, for most 
have to be back at their desks after a 
hurried luncheon. Sometimes the serv- 
ices are led by an officer, sometimes 
by a private, sometimes by a civilian 
employee. It makes no matter. In the 
Protestant service, there is a hymn, a 
short prayer, a moment of silence and 
a general breaking up and dispersing 
down or up the endless ramps. Jewish 
personnel, military or civilian, and 
Catholics have their services. 

It all began not long after World 
War II broke. Through the days of 
crisis following Pearl Harbor, a huge 
section of Pentagon personnel was com- 
posed of people who rushed to enlist 
because of patriotism and _ personal 
reasons. They were people with friends 
or relatives in the services who were 
killed, wounded or imperiled. During 
the feverish days that came, scores and 
scores took taxis or military cars to 
rush into Washington to pray and then 
speed back to Arlington to their desks. 
In April of 1942, so the story goes, sev- 


eral generals gruffly commented on the * 


notable number of absences during 
early afternoon and late evening of 
those on the night shifts. “There’s a 
war on and the personnel doesn’t seem 
to be around,” said one. 

“They go to town for prayer,” said 
another. “Takes them a long time to 
get there.” 

“In the interests of efficiency and gas 
conservation, let’s bring the chapels to 
them,” said a third. 

That’s how the story goes and that’s 
why the chapels, allegedly, were set 
up in the Pentagon. They’ve been go- 
ing full blast ever since, during war 
and peace and threat of war. 

The Public Relations Department of 
the Pentagon denies this story in toto. 
“We see nothing bizarre in providing 
chapels for our personnel,” said one 


official. “We doubt if the chapels were 


established because personnel had 
gone to prayer and let the war go hang. 
The Pentagon is a Post and all Posts 
have chapels and chaplains wherever 
and whenever possible. These have 
never been found to be impossible. 
While it is true that several ranking 
officers were bumped out of their of- 
fices to make room for the chapels, the 
Defense Department has a long record 
of putting first things first.” Thus the 
official explanation. 

Be this as it may, not long ago, a 
NATO officer named _ Eisenhower 
clapped an arm about his favorite cook 
as he swept up the ramp and said: 
“Come along to prayer.” The cook 
said: “Okay, general. It will be like old 
times.” And they both sat side by side 

(Continued on page 54) 
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CO-OPERATIVE COMPETITION 


MERICAN free enterprise and co-operation is based upon the idea that 

the pool of customer wants is almost unlimited. It is not a case of only 

so much business to be shared among so many merchants, but rather one of 
expansion of the pool of wants so that all businessmen profit more. 

That kind of competition requires co-operating in the staging of events 

too big for any but the largest firms. It requires interchanges of information 

among competitors, not on their secrets of doing business, but on their 


methods. 


If I were to summarize my views on competition, the list might go some- 


thing like this: 


1. Accept the philosophy of co-operative competition and the idea of an 


expandable pool of business. 


2. Encourage friendly meetings of competitors to discuss and exchange 
information on matters of mutual interest, such as hours or pricing policies. 
3. Welcome new businesses to your community, and make them feel you 


are glad they have come. 


4. Organize, if you don’t have one, a retail committee in your Chamber 
or if you have no Chamber, organize that, 

5. Do everything possible to attract new competitors to your community. 
in every way possible—the business district as a shopping 


of Commerce 





6. Promote 





area. The more traffic, the more business. 
7. Always remember that you are building not just a business but a 


community. 


What you do every day—and how you get along with your competitor— 
has everything to do with whether your town will be a bad place in which 


to live—or a good one. 


follows him now instead of him follow- 
ing his dog!” 

Blood rushed hotly into the cheeks 
of the little shepherd. Privately, he de- 
cided he must shed no more tears when 
he did not get his way. 

There were six of the shepherds in- 
cluding the one who kept watch down 
by the gate and, of course, not counting 
Benjamin. They sat or lay about the 
fire now that night had come. They 
sang a little, songs they had heard in 
the market places of Jerusalem and 
back in the hills. When they talked, 
their talk was of Rome and taxes and 
of the Caesars and the little boy did 
not understand the hatred in_ their 
voices. When they spoke of the fatness 
of the sheep and the thickness of the 
wool and their fear of disease among 
the flocks and the rumor that a black 
panther was roaming the hill country 
and attacking flocks, then he knew and 
understood for they were speaking of 
his world. 

He loved this evening hour better 
than any other time of day. The mur- 
mur of voices, the stir of the sheep, the 
warm breath of his dog close to him, 
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and best of all, the sight of his father 
nearby, the fire flickering over his face. 

Shepherd Eli was a huge man with 
a beard that fell to his waist and a 
great shock of hair and a deep wide 
breast that could hold a little lost lamb 
and comfort it. Benjamin dearly loved 
his father and knew how a lost lamb 
felt when those great, strong arms en- 
folded it. 


Ox this night Benjamin did not go 
to sleep at once. The day had been too 
exciting. The winter meadow, from 
early morning till late at night, had al- 
most burst with sound as the shepnerds 
made the sheepcote ready. They 
chopped and pounded and sang and 
laughed as they worked. Sheep bleated 
and lambs cried and dogs barked and 
fought. The little boy’s ears still rang 
with the uproar. Now he raised up on 
one elbow and looked at the sleeping 
men about the fire. Even in sleep the 
shepherds did not take their hands 
from the crook that was the symbol of 
their calling. 

Haliel, on watch tonight, walked to 
and fro at the gate and whistled a little 


under his breath and listened for any 
unusual stir among the flocks or for a 
wild beast that might be lurking in the 
underbrush outside the wall. He was 
talking to himself, his voice rising as 
though he was angry. 

“Some day—so help me—I'll leave 
this gnawing, evil cold and go to the 
markets in Jerusalem or Capernaum. 
I'm sick o' the smell o’ sheep and I hate 
this bitter cold. It eats into my bones!” 
He blew on his frozen fingers and 
stamped on the ground. 

The little shepherd knew that Haliel 
would never go away. How could a 
shepherd leave his sheep? 

The watchman took a sharp turn 
and came toward the fire. He would 
pile wood on to blaze and warm him- 
self. The little boy wondered if he 
dared whisper a bit, a word or two to 
break the loneliness. 

But the watchman paused in his 
turn toward the fire. He lifted his face 
and looked toward the mountain, at 
the field, at the sky. He looked as 
though he were beholding a strange 
thing. 

The little boy looked up, too, now 
—and stood up. 

A light was breaking over the land. 
The field and all it sheltered came into 
view. The wild grape on the olive tree 
curled and swung in the golden glow. 
The mountain, a moment before a dark 
shadow, now rose sharply and clearly. 
Bethlehem, two miles away, was 
clearer than it was by day. The moon 
was gone from the sky but the golden 
light poured down on the field in great 
spears and fingers of light. 

The child cried out, his voice high 
and shrill. The sound of his ery broke 
the spell that held the watchman. 

“Awake! Awake! To your feet! The 
world is on fire!” His cry was as a shout 
from the mountain top. 

The shepherds sprang to their feet, 
crooks in hand. Dogs scuttled and 
barked and fled into the bushes. Sheep 
bleated and cried out in the sheepcote. 

The little boy did not cry out again. 
He stood staring, his eyes wide and his 
cheeks pale. He saw the shepherds fall 
to their knees and then to the ground, 
hiding their faces from the blazing 
light. Dogs were quiet in their hiding 
places in the bushes. 

For a fragment of time, he stood 
there, his face uplifted, wondering. 


LonGc YEARS later when the little 
shepherd was a very old man people 
came to ask him about the night and 
he tried to remember, Did he see the 
heavens open and the Great Angel drift 
down to earth, gossamer wings open- 
ing and stirring? Or did he open his 
eyes to find the Angel standing before 
him? He could never remember. He 

(Continued on page 77) 
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ILLUSTRATOR: CHARLES BECK 


This American couple went to Mexico to study art. But they found 


new careers—and new values in life—after adopting homeless Indian boys 


By JOHN and PEGGY WILHELM 


| ARJORIE Marshall, a proper 

’ —& young lady of Boston, was 
studying painting at the Boston School 
of Fine Art when she met Charley 
Furr, an art student in his mid-20’s. 
Charley is a Texan and his idea of life 
is considerably more spontaneous than 
one usually finds in Boston. How 
spontaneous, Marjorie Marshall was to 
find out. 

Charley had talked of living in 
Mexico—a country where he found not 
only a wealth of natural beauty to put 
on canvas, but whose people and their 
history he found fascinating. 

Marjorie was only 20 when she and 
Charley were married in June, 1953. 
For their honeymoon the Furrs went 
to Oaxaca, in southern Mexico, a 
dreamy picture town with pastel walls, 
engulfing bright clusters of purple 
bougainvillea, and a balmy climate. 
They took quarters in a small house, 
and in their new Chevrolet (a wed- 
ding present) drove about the country- 
side, pausing to paint wherever the 
fancy suggested. 

One day they were doing a land- 
scape of a hillside on which a barefoot, 


bronze-skinned Indian boy tended a - 


flock of sheep. Charley, who is a 
DECEMBER 1954 


Quaker with a strong humanitarian 
nature, noticed the boy’s foot was cut; 
the bright rose of infection was begin- 
ning to show. He told him, in the little 
Spanish he knew, that he must get the 
wound cleaned and bandaged. 

Next day, returning to paint at the 
same location, Charley found the shep- 
herd boy with the wound still un- 
treated, dirtier than ever and with a 
filthy rag around it. He called the boy 
by name, “Toledo, didn’t you tell your 
mother to clean your foot?” 

“Si, sefor, but she is not my mother. 
She is my patrona (employer) and she 
has no time to be bothered by shep- 
herds.” 

Charley put the boy in his car and 
drove to see the patrona. He found an 
ignorant female Fagin of the back 
hills, coarse and unkempt, completely 
oblivious of the boy’s welfare. She said 
she had contracted for the 12-year- 
old’s services from his family, who 
lived back in the mountains. She was 
unwilling to help Toledo or to spare 
him from his work, 

His Texas dander up, and _ his 
Quaker sympathy aroused, Charley 
took Toledo to a doctor in Oaxaca and 
brought him home to stay in bed unti! 


his leg healed. While he was at it, he 
bathed Toledo, clipped his hair short, 
outfitted him with new cotton pants 
and shirt—and began to teach him to 
read and write. 

Marjorie was aghast when Charley 
announced they were taking Toledo in 
with them—a foster son just eight years 
younger than herself! 

“Where else can he live?” asked 
Charley. 


The couple had a modest monthly 
remittance of about $100 from 
Charley's father—enough to get along 
on until Charley siarted earning. (He 
wasn’t quite sure yet that he wanted 
to be a painter.) 

One day a man from the village of 
Panotla came to call on them, hat in 
hand. He begged Charley’s pardon, 
but he had noticed that the Furrs were 
teaching their adopted son to read and 
write Spanish. 

“Senor Furr,” the visitor went on, 
“I bring little orphan boy. He should 
go work like others. We have little 
food. But he is such a bright boy I like 
him first to know to read and write. 
There is no school in Panotla. He live 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Over a footbridge and past a frozen brook goes part 
of the family with a tree and greens for the house. 


On Christmas Eve, the stockings hung, everybody gathers 
to sing carols, some playing dulcimers, another a flute. 


Traditional early-morning caroling: starting at 3:30 on 
Christmas day, singers go from door to door till dawn. 


The family (the Ritchies of Viper, Kentucky) pauses for 
a thoughtful moment of grace before Christmas dinner. 
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A hill-country family calls up customs from 


the past and stores memories for the future 


PHOTOS BY GEORGE PICKOW FROM THREE LIONS 


Grandmother introduces a young lady to an old 
Kentucky custom—making dolls from corn shucks. 
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N the hills of Kentucky, Christmas time is family time. 

The stockings are hung by the chimney with care, there 
are shining gifts, a gaily-decked tree. But here also is a 
spirit of comradeship that ties family bonds tightly. Genera- 
tions who have left the hearthside return for the great occa- 
sion. Christmas in Kentucky is a time to be home. 

In the great outdoors of the hill country, one’s own land 
usually includes a Christmas tree, A day or so ahead of In the kitchen a tree decoration takes shape as 
time, one of the men-folks takes to the woods with an ax, grownups and youngsters make popcorn for chain. 
and soon the smell of fresh spruce is in the house. To spangle 
the tree there is tinsel, and silver bells—but the greater fun 
comes from the do-it-together popcorn stringing. First, the 
kernels are shaved off the ears. Then they are popped on 
the big kitchen range, and sewn together with needle and 
thread to make a dazzling chain of white to drape over the 
green branches of the tree. 

Christmas Eve is a time for singing and talking and the 
warm glow of fellowship while small heads store up price- 
less treasures of memory and then presently nod. 

Kentucky preserves the hardy custom of early morning 
caroling. The singers rise at 3:30 on Christmis day in the 
morning, to carol up and down the hollows, from door to 
door, till sunup. 

And then there are gifts to be opened, and, on Christmas 
afternoon, the best dinner of all the year! 









Busy popcorn stringers concentrate on needle and 
thread (well, sampling’s in order now and then). 











The popcorn chain is added to the glittering tree 
—and at this house they’re ready for Christmas, 
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HONEYMOON IN HUITZO 
(Continued from page 23) 


with you where he will learn to read 
and write? The Good Lord will surely 
pay you.” 

So Josefat, age 11, moved in with 
the Furrs in their modest honeymoon 
quarters and became a playmate for 
Toledo. 

When 14-vear-old Israe] showed up 
at their door and politely asked if he 
could work for them just to live with 
them and join the classes, the Furrs 
were overcome by the boy’s shy re- 
quest and couldn't say no. Israel 
moved in, 

By then the house in Oaxaca was 
obviously too small for the “family.” 
So Charley and Marjorie began visit- 
ing Mexican villages looking for an old 
hacienda where they could house their 
boys and at the same time grow vege- 
tables and keep a few chickens, 

Huitzo (pronounced “wheat-so”) is 
at the end of a rutted lane off the main 
Mexican highway near Oaxaca; tour- 
ists seldom see it. It is a humble com- 
munity of about 2000 people living in 
tumbled adobe-brick houses in a tree- 
lined maze around a huge medieval 
church. But the inhabitants, isolated 
from the hustle of more modern towns, 
are also isolated from the pressures of 
modern life. They are kind and metic- 
ulously polite. And they are a hand- 
some folk, the men with gentle eves. 
and the girls with neat braids, fawn- 
colored skin and sparkling gaze. 

Charley and Marjorie were en- 
chanted with Huitzo, They called upon 
the mayor, who quickly found them an 
abandoned ranch house with a garden 
area, down by the railroad tracks, 
where the train from Mexico City 
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passes once a day. Rent was $11 a 
month, The Furrs and their three boys 
moved in next day. There were no 
lights, no electricity, no running water. 
There was, however, lots of room—at 
first, that is. 

They came home from a shopping 
trip to find an American newspaper- 
man they knew, Charles Erickson, had 
tracked them down. He had been un- 
able to await their return, but had left 
a note. “I brought you back something 
from the village of San Cristobal de 
Las Casas,” the note said. “He has no 
friends, no family.” 


A SMALL figure dashed out of the 
house calling “Mama!” and rushed up 
to clasp Marjorie’s legs. This was 
Chamula, aged about five. Named 
after the Indian tribe of which he was 
a member, Chamula had been found 
by Erickson lonely and hungry on the 
streets of San Cristobal. Erickson had 
tried to find his family, but the local 
people only grunted. Quien sabe? 

Chamula rapidly became the pet of 
the family, once he went through the 
now standard process of bath, trimmed 
hair, new cotton clothes. His love was 
completely uninhibited. He leaped 
spontaneously into the arms of Charley 
or Marjorie to hug them at any odd 
moment. 

The honeymooners, married three 
months, now had four boys. 

To meet the situation, Charley or- 
ganized a sort of boys’ camp. Each had 
an army cot to sleep on, and each was 
given his own chores to do. Before 
breakfast the rooms were to be 
cleaned, the hall floor polished, the 
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patio scrubbed down, the water drawn 
and the chickens and pigs fed. The 
boys went to the village school in the 
morning, worked in the garden from 
three o'clock to five, and then played 
until supper time at seven. After 
supper, they gathered around the 
table with their books and_ studied 
under the gasoline lantern for an hour 
and a half. They studied without fidg- 
eting or giggling—because they felt it 
a great privilege. 

One day Israel went to visit his fam- 
ily. He returned, apologetically, with 
another boy. This was Antonio, an 
eight-year-old orphan. Then 12-year- 
old Felix arrived of his own volition. 
With two neighbor boys, whose fam- 
ilies lacked food, coming in to eat, 
the house was full. 

Charley had hired a cook, Margarita, 
a widow with a pretty 12-year-old 
daughter, Juana, and a maid, Efrusian, 
so that Marjorie might get back to her 
painting. All in all, the Furrs, who still 


hadn’t been married a year, now had’ 


a total of 11 persons living happily in 
their establishment. 

Charley gave the boys daily painting 
lessons, and each one produced sev- 
eral paintings of bright colors and 
original composition, He also bought 
a basketball for the village, and daily 
basketball games, hotly competitive, 
began. Occasionally he got movies 
from the American Embassy and 
showed them on a kerosene-powered 
projector. Practically the entire village 
was invited—and came. 

The garden blossomed like a seed 
catalogue. One melon was so big little 
Chamula couldn't lift it. Their chickens 
began to lay eggs and their own vege- 
tables appeared on the table. But even 
so, Charley bought beans, the frijoles 
that are the staple of country life in 
Mexico, by the 100-pound sack. This 
didn’t leave much of their $100 a 
month, but somehow they managed. 

At the same time, the Furrs were 
learning Spanish. Speaking it all day 
long, they learned from their little 
fellows more than they taught. Within 
six months both spoke passable Span- 
ish. Now they speak fluently and with- 
out accent. 

One day when the Furrs were in 
Oaxaca a friend in the tourist business 
said to them: “We hear you are rais- 
ing a bunch of Indian kids out there. 
What’s going to happen to them when 


-you pull out? Why don’t you teach 


them a little English so they can be 
guides or taxi drivers?” 

“Our boys aren’t going to be guides 
or taxi drivers,” Marjorie replied with 
some asperity. “They are going to be 
doctors and engineers and _ teachers. 
That is what their country needs.” 

The same issue of what was going 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Wills, burial plans, survivor’s insurance—these are subjects we'd rather avoid. 


But facing them now, matter-of-factly, can save later confusion and heartache 


Oe for so long can you post- 
pone the conversations and de- 
cisions prefaced by the sobering words, 
“In case of death—”, It is the better 
part of wisdom to handle them in your 
own time and at your choosing. 

This I rediscovered for myself. 

It is one of the enigmas of human 
nature that many of the most important 
problems of existence should seem to 
many to be too frightening or too seri- 
ous to talk about. The making of wills; 
the disposition of life’s cherished per- 
sonal property; some thought as to 
where the husband or wife survivor 
will live and what his or her activities 
will be—these are some of them. 

Sometimes it is the wife, sometimes 
the husband, who is the “baby” of the 
situation. 

I know an army major, veteran of 
two wars and possessor of a distin- 
guished flying cross, who just will not 
let his wife talk to him about their per- 
sonal future. When she urges him to 
sit down and discuss a suitable burial 
place, he eventually bows himself out 
of the room. 

“You know where my parents are 
buried,” he retorts. “They lie up in 
Vermont. That is good enough for me.” 

“But their plot is full,” his wife 
bravely continues, as he reaches for his 
old felt hat and makes for the garage. 
“Why not buy a plot of our own, where 
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our children, too, can follow us? And 
we really ought to budget a sum to put 
our plot in perpetual care. Or, do we 
wish to be cremated? Or perhaps we 
could both agree to be taken out to 
beautiful rural Mississippi, where my 
parents are?” 

This is too much for the major. So 
he vanishes from the scene. 

I knew a brilliant woman, Phi Beta 
Kappa, graduated summa cum laude, 
who had a horror of letting her hus- 
band talk to her about wills. She al- 
ways edged away from widows. She 
herself was suddenly widowed before 
either her husband or she had made a 
will. Then she herself passed away sud- 
denly. Her whole estate was inherited 
by a distant cousin she had seldom 
seen, and of whom she certainly would 
not even have approved. 

I made it my business the other day 
to talk of these things with a nurse 
whose mature experience has enabled 
her to observe the psychological 
reaction of many patients and their 
families during situations caused by 
serious illness. She had been a silent 
observer, but a wise one. 

“I feel it is much better for husbands 
and wives to go down to the bottom of 
their life-plans together, settle them— 
and then, forgetting the depressing 
items, go on living happily together as 
long as God gives them life. It is often 


a relief to a very ill person to talk freely 
about his problems, rather than to feel 
that conversation is so screened that it 
brings little satisfaction, Silence can be 
more devastating than discussion.” 

Recently I asked a member of the 
law faculty in an American u.siversity 
why he thought so many husbands and 
wives avoided making plans for burial 
and distribution of possessions. 

He replied, “Some are superstitious 
and feel that to talk about death some- 
times seems to bring it to pass. Some 
just will not face the fact that life must 
end. Others are afraid of stirring up 
family feuds by making wills. Single 
people are as dilatory in these matters 
as married couples.” 

The other day I asked the wife of an 
American representative of a foreign 
business firm whether she and her hus- 
band had made wills. 


ee 

Cerranty,” she replied. “Be- 
cause of our children. My husband flies 
a great deal. We have considered all the 
possibilities that life can bring. For ex- 
ample, there is the matter of guardians 
for our children, in case we should both 
die, and of making provisions for their 
education.” 

She is one of the people who regard 
children as life’s dearest possession. 
She points out that all single people 
who have made wills should have them 
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rewritten as soon as they marry and 
have children. 

According to the law, there are two 
classes of people: those who die “tes- 
tate” (i.e., leave a valid will), and 
those who die “intestate.” A will should 
be properly witnessed by two signers 
whose addresses are known in the com- 
munity, and still safer, executed by a 
lawyer—even when possessions are not 
great, A will can be drawn at a cost of 
as little as ten dollars, an expenditure 
which may save many times that sum, 
and which will insure that one’s estate 
passes to those you wish it to reach. 

Though states vary greatly in legis- 
lation regarding inheritance by hus- 
bands and wives, it generally works 
out that some part of the property of 
the deceased spouse is inherited by his 
widow. In some states, there is justifi- 
cation in a husband and wife’s saying, 
“Oh, we do not need to make wills. It 
will be a case of survivor take all.” Yet 
in other states, inheritance does not 
work out this way. The wife inherits a 
certain sum; then, if there are no chil- 
dren and no parents surviving the de- 
ceased, brothers and sisters receive a 
percentage, 

It should also be known that in a 
few states one spouse can entirely dis- 
inherit the other. Some states allow 
persons not the spouse to inherit real 
property (such as furniture), but they 
demand that the surviving spouse in- 
herit at least a portion of the other 
remaining property. 

It will probably be a long while be- 
fore the states arrive at uniform inherit- 
ance legislation. Yet there are numerous 
similarities in state laws. For example. 
in very few states can children be en- 
tirely cut out from the estates of par- 
ents. In numerous states; joint bank 
accounts must be probated. For when 
a husband, for example, inherits a 
large sum from his brother, he may try. 
by depositing it in an account which 
he holds jointly with his wife, to 
exempt it from certain taxes, 

If a widow who has held a joint ac- 
count of her own money with her hus- 
band so that he could draw upon it, 
wishes to have it excluded from his 
estate, quite rightly she must be able 
to offer proof that at all times the 
money in that account was her own. 

There are certain questions which 
any adult ought to be able to answer. 
For example, what is the difference be- 
tween an executor and an adminis- 
trator? An executor (or executrix) is 
one who has been named in a will to 
see that the provisions of the will are 
carried out. An administrator (or ad- 
ministratrix) is one whom a court ap- 
points to settle or take charge of an 
estate when the deceased has not left 
a will or named an executor. 

It is never courteous, or even safe, 
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to name an executor in a will without 
asking his consent. Sometimes, people 
do fail to ask this consent, and as- 
sume willingness because of the finan- 
cial consideration (percentage) which 
comes to an executor. It often happens 
that the person named, unaware, is 
away from home when death occurs. 
If so, delay may be inconvenient. Even 
committal of the deceased may have to 
be postponed. 

Whether married or single, never 
keep your will or the deed for your 
cemetery lot in the safe deposit drawer 
of a bank, This drawer will be sealed 
immediately upon your death; it will 
not be released until a bank official and 
government tax representative have 





How Near! 


How far away is God? 
Seek Him not in galaxies 
And light years, 

Search not afar. 


God is near as shepherds are, 
And sheep, and the first star 
Burning the sky. 

How far away is God? 


As near as the light in a child’s eye, 
Near as a mother’s smile, 

Lovely beyond all art— 

Near as your heart. 


—Francis Beauchesne Thornton 





gone over everything in it. This may 
require days. Meantime, even. inter- 
ment may be delayed. Keep your will 
and your cemetery lot deed and final 
instructions in a safe place at home. 
Describe this place to two or three rela- 
tives or a trusted neighbor. Also, al- 
ways leave, in an obvious place in your 
home or your room, in case of sudden 
accident to you, a card on which you 
have written directions about whom to 
inform first, with address and tele- 
phone number. Place in a sealed enve- 
lope information as to what is to be 
done with you in case you are over- 
come by the never-expected. Give this 
envelope to someone who will be imme- 
diately accessible, or to your minister. 

Many persons think it is wise to have 
always in the house a sum of cash. In 


an H-bomb world, many things can 
happen which could make it impos- 
sible to get to a bank for money. Or, 
for some reason, you might suddenly 
not be physically able to write a check 
or get to the bank to cash it. 

If you survive a close relative, likely 
you will at least share the problem of 
disposing of his possessions. A man or 
a woman who has become the heir of a 
loved one’s treasures—be they intrinsi- 
cally valuable or not—is the custodian 
of his greatness. They represent his 
tastes, his ideals, his standards of 
value. As you look at his cameras, his 
collections of ancient coins, stamp§, 
pottery from Jerusalem, rugs from 
Cairo and Damascus, his voluminous 
library, you find yourself saying, 
“What a pity he had to go and leave all 
these loved treasures behind!” 

At this moment you should begin to 
do two things. First, change your the- 
ology, so that you do not place greater 
value on this world, than the next. The 
present world and its gadgets are cer- 
tainly not the best portion of God’s 
universe. The thing to do is to get busy 
and wisely distribute your loved one’s 
material possessions where they will 
help others, but keeping many for your 
own inspiration and solace. 

One minister's clothing helped 
“twelve good men” in a theological 
seminary—foreign students or young 
fathers who could not afford to attire 
themselves appropriately. The residue 
went to the ever-co-operative Salvation 
Army. A set of New Testament vol- 
umes, with parallel columns in five lan- 
guages, went to a seminary library; 
and a set of speeches of the American 
Presidents was welcomed by a_ uni- 
versity library. Science books were 
hailed ‘by an engineer's family, and a 
camping outfit, by a family with three 
Boy Scouts. 

It is the appropriateness of distribu- 
tion that is effective stewardship of a 
dear one’s greatness. Colorful pictures 
of sunny lands which untraveled 
friends have longed to visit, will be 
acceptable to them. A church of Greek 
background will be grateful for an old 
Eastern cross carried from Jerusalem. 

Getting down to life’s “ultimates” 
puts us out beyond materialism. 
“Things” suddenly have no value. Life 
and spiritual beauty do. I prize a 
pressed Palestinian anemone (“lily of 
the field”) which my loved one picked 
for me one spring morning in Galilee 
and brought home in his notebook, 
more than the gems and gold to which 
many cling. His hands picked it! At a 
time when I could not be with him! It 
is framed now on my desk, It lifts me 
when I am “down.” 

I shall be forever grateful that we 
had talked, my husband and I, about 

(Continued on page 63) 
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His 


Secretary and counsel for 
Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company, Joe Thomas 
(left in photo), puts reli- 
gion first, on or off the job, 


JCC// INTERFERES 
WITH HIS BUSINESS 


As a hard-working Akron lawyer, he’s a practicing Christian, too 


T HE woman was richly dressed 
and her manner gave evidence 
she was used to giving orders. 

“Mr. Thomas,” she said harshly, 
“I've come to demand action.” 

Joseph Thomas,  attorney-at-law, 
smiled, “That is what this office is for.” 

“Nonsense,” snorted the visitor. “For 
four months you have stalled along on 
my case, I want a divorce from my hus- 
band, and I want it now!” 

The lawyer sobered. “I have felt, 
and have tried to make you appreciate, 
that you do not have a very good case,” 
he said thoughtfully. “Neither you nor 
your husband can come into court with 
clean hands. It would be far better, and 
worlds cheaper in money and _heart- 
breaks, if you will let me effect a recon- 
ciliation, Perhaps... .” 

“I don’t want a_ reconciliation,” 
stormed the woman, “I want a divorce. 
And,” she shot back as she headed for 
the door, “you can close your files on 
this case and forget about me. I will 
engage another lawyer.” 

Joe Thomas looked for a long mo- 
ment at the slammed door of his office 
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in downtown Akron, Ohio. “There goes 
what some lawyers would call a profit- 
able client,” he told himself. 

The lady did hunt up another law- 
yer; divorce was filed, but before the 
case came to trial the husband was 
killed in a motorcar accident. The 
widow received a larger share of his 
estate than would have been hers if 
divorce had been granted, More, she 
inherited a profitable manufacturing 
business and kept it running. 

“So after all,” philosophizes Joe 
Thomas today, “if I hadn’t held off on 
that divorce application, the woman 
would have been left comparatively 
penniless.” 

Joe Thomas is known among his 
neighbors as a Christian lawyer, as a 
lawyer who lets his religion make deci- 
sions for him in his law business, You 
think that difficult? Joe Thomas finds 
it natural and easy. 

“Divorce?” he will tell you. “Yes, I 
have handled divorce cases. Usually I 


_represented the wife, who frequently 


is the aggrieved party. She may have 
been beaten, abused, neglected. Even 


so, in a large number of cases I have 
been able to settle the suit amicably 
and to keep the couple married and 
happy again.” 

Putting religion ahead of profit has 
cost Joe time and money, but it has 
made him a world of friends, Take the 
time back in the early 1930’s when 
a young bank teller was arrested, 
charged with embezzling $30,000 and 
falsifying the bank’s records. 

“IT talked with him and his lovely 
young wife and became convinced he 
was innocent,” says Thomas in recall- 
ing the case, “I told him I would defend 
him without any fee—he was struggling 
to support the two children on a small 
salary, But first I arranged for a post- 
ponement, to give me time to study up 
on the principles of accounting.” 


When the judge rapped his gavel 
for order lawyer Joe Thomas called the 
complaining bank auditor to the wit- 
ness stand. He asked searching ques- 
tions, and followed up with further 
questions. The auditor was incredulous 
that his word should be doubted, then 
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confused, then mad. Several discrepan- 
cies began to develop in his story. He 
really couldn’t be sure the shortage was 
in the defendant’s cage after all. 

The trial lasted a week in the federal 
court in Cleveland. The jury’s verdict 
was “Not guilty.” That was the day be- 
fore Thanksgiving, and Joe still remem- 
bers, “I never saw such a happy couple 
in my life.” 

Joe Thomas knows, of course, that if 
you're going to play the Good Samari- 
tan in the law business you have to do 
it in extra time, For him there always 
was rent to pay, and his own living ex- 
penses, and for years the school ex- 
penses of his younger brothers. Life 
has not been easy. But Joe has worked 
since he was nine; he is unafraid; he 
has faith that his Master will help pull 
him through. 

That reliance developed early in the 
young man’s career. He discovered that 
religion was not something to keep in 
a showcase for Sundays. It was a way 
of life. 

Thomas was involved in a civil case, 
and the opposing lawyer was being 
sarcastic and ugly. Evidently he knew 
the secret of winning a weak case is 
to attack the other lawyer. Joe, the de- 
fense attorney, had kept his temper, 
but even the court attendants could see 
he was getting hot under the collar. 

Finally he broke. In the double- 
distilled venom of a skilled trial law- 
yer he gave back, blow for blow. He 
got good and mad. 

When the court closed for the dav 
the friendly bailiff stepped up. “You 
gave him just what he deserved, Joe,” 
he said encouragingly. 

Joe Thomas shook his head mourn- 
fully. “I'm not happy about it,” he 
said softly. 

That night at his bedside Joseph 
Thomas added a new thought to his 
nightly prayer. “Dear God, teach me to 
hold my temper,” he prayed. “When | 
get mad I can’t do such a good job, and 
I need all my faculties to win these 
cases. Father, help me to keep cool.” 

You probably never will see Joe fly 
off the handle today. 

Because he is a friendly fellow, hard 
luck cases seem to gravitate to Joe 
Thomas naturally. They even seek him 
out when he is vacationing, 

Take the country neighbor at a little 
town called Comet, Ohio, where Joe 
and his young family used to spend 
their week ends during the summer. A 
farmer nearby was a fine Christian 
gentleman but not a good businessman. 
After 60 years of tilling the soil he was 
ready for retirement, and willing to 
listen to anybody who promised easy 
money. So a slick confidence man easily 
succeeded in bilking the farmer of his 
$5,000 life savings. 

“As soon as I heard about it I got 
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busy with the sheriff's office and the 
city police,” recalls Joe happily. “We 
tracked down the culprit. We were 
able to get back $1,500 of the money, 
which was all the crook had left, This 
was returned to the grateful owner.” 
And without a fee. 

Once when he was settling an estate 
a piece of property in downtown Akron 
had to be sold and the proceeds di- 
vided among several out-of-town heirs. 
The building housed a Negro Elks’ 
club, in a no-longer desirable location, 
and Joe could think of no likely buyer 
but the Negroes themselves. He met 
with the organization’s leaders and sug- 
gested that they buy. 

“But do you know,” he says with 
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES 


l baked ten dozen, I would guess, 
The boys helped decorate °em; 
The number kept on getting less 
For as they worked, they ate ’em. 


—KElinor K., Rose 
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some wonderment, “those men called 
on every bank and mortgage company 
in town, and not a one would handle 
the deal. So I thought things over. 
Joe, I said to myself, you're not a 
wealthy man, but [lk bet you can 
scrape up a little financing. So I loaned 
them $12,000 and took a mortgage on 
the building, They met every payment 
and even managed to prepay the last 
couple of years.” 

An experience like that proved help- 
ful in the job he holds today. For as 
secretary and general counsel for the 
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. he en- 
counters some of the law problems of 
1,400 Negro workers, men and women 
—about 15 percent of the Akron Fire- 
stone payroll. 

Joe’s office door is always open, and 
he often works all day Saturdays on 
good-will problems or civic matters. If 
he merely wanted to tend to company 
business he could be through in two- 
thirds the time. 

But in his volunteer law work he 
avoids poaching on the province of the 
lawyers downtown. When a questioner 
needs a lawyer, Joe recommends one. 
Often a problem can be solved without 
a lawsuit, It might involve something 
as simple as Joe’s brisk advice, “I think 





you ought to apologize to your neigh- 
bors and forget the whole affair.” 
Whatever the medicine, he speaks it so 
gently and inoffensively that his free- 
will clients generally accept his advice. 

Joe’s job as counsel is no small one. 
Does the Government scent an anti- 
trust infringement? Does the Federal 
Trade Commission demand an expla- 
nation? Joe must present and defend 
the company’s position, often in person, 
and sometimes daily over the phone. 
He is consulted on any troublesome 
phase of the business: pricing, selling, 
advertising, wages and hours and all 
contracts with labor and anything deal- 
ing with pensions, insurance and _per- 
sonal injury cases, Taxes in every state 
of the union come under his scrutiny. 
Then as secretary of the company he is 
responsible for the corporate records 
of the parent company and all its many 
subsidiaries. 


A big job, for many, a worrisome , 


one. But Joe takes work easily. He 
smiles readily and often. Ask him how 
and why, and he replies, “When things 
go the roughest, that’s when you need 
your religion the most.” 

His smile is reflected by a couple of 
dozen young fellows who work for the 
same company and who grew up in 
Joe’s Sunday-school class in the First 
Methodist Church there in Akron, 
where Joe is still an active member. 
For Joe that will always be “the most 
rewarding experience of my _ life.” 
Among them is a boy who started life 
all wrong. His parents were divorced. 
The mother kept the boy, but bad com- 
panions led him astray. At 14 he was 
arrested for the second time, the of- 
fense being breaking into a school. Two 
offenses with the judge who saw the 
case usually meant the Boys’ Industrial 
School at Lancaster, Ohio, 

“Young man, have you anyone who 
will vouch for you?” the judge asked 
the bewildered lad, 

“Joe Thomas is my Sunday-school 
teacher,” the lad blurted out. 

“If Joe Thomas will take you in 
charge, the Court will be content,” said 
the judge sagely. 

So that is how Joe Thomas’ Sunday- 
school class grew to a very big thing. 
Joe blundered into it easily. First, a 
dozen boys, and Joe taught the week’s 
lesson as printed in the usual church 
quarterly and did an average good job. 
But the boys had problems, and. Joe 
soon found he was becoming a kind of 
family adviser. 

Then suddenly the pastor said to 
him, “The lady who has been teaching 
the girls’ class has to stop, for ill health. 
Will you take over, Joe?” 

Wondering a little at his own daring, 
Joe said “Yes.” And presently the lad 
who just narrowly escaped the reform 

(Continued on page 39) 
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A nostalgic recollection of 
one long-ago winter’s day 
when childhood fears took 
flight in the face of the 
immediacy of death and birth 


Pesrvany on the farm was always icy 
and dreary—outside. But inside our old 
rock house it was warm and cheery, and fun! 
On this special February day the old timers 
said it was colder at Oak Forest than it had 
been in fifty years. The roads were so cov- 
ered with ice that we couldn't ride our ponies, 
Merrylegs and Trixie, the mile and a half to 
the schoolhouse. 

During the morning Papa and the two 
older boys, ages eight and ten, piled the big 
oak logs high on the back gallery, while the 
two younger boys—we called them High 
Sheriff and Hoptoad—ages six and _ four, 
watched wistfully through the window, After 
the logs were stacked, Papa and the big 
boys pitched arms full of split cedar on the 
gallery to be used for kindling. Then Mama 
let High Sheriff and Hoptoad, bundled like 
two fat little Eskimos, go out and heap the 
kindling in neat stacks, 

We five children loved these long winter 
days and somehow I remember this special 
February day as being filled with content- 
ment and fun. We didn’t know there was a 
sorrow in the whole wide world; truly we 
couldn’t have believed anything could hap- 
pen at our house to make us sad. But some- 
thing did happen that very night. 

On cold rainy nights we always had what 
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we called Mama’s “seasoned-with-lov- 
ing suppers.” As the only daughter— 
and oldest child, I was twelve at this 
time—I often helped more than usual 
because our good old Sara was sick 
with the misery in her back and had 
gone a mile or so down the river to 
stay with her daughter, Sue Carrie, for 
a few days. The day before, Papa and 
the farm hands had killed two pigs, so 
for supper on this night we had spare- 
ribs with dumplings, little fat cakes of 
sage-smelling sausages, hot biscuits, 
small bright red pickled beets, home- 
canned peaches with thick clotted 
cream and Mama’s caramel cake. After 
supper we all went into our big living 
room and sat in front of the blazing 
fire while we joked and talked. 

At seven-thirty we started getting 
ready for bed—this took half an hour. 
Then we were all back again in our 
flannel night-clothes in front of the 
fire. High Sheriff and Hoptoad each 
said their prayers before Mama began 
reading, because they were always 
asleep long before our story hour was 
finished. Every night Hoptoad had 
somebody or something new to ask the 
Heavenly Father about, Often it was 
about the new litter of spotted pigs, or 
the little new kittens or a baby calf. 
Then sometimes it was about us that 
he prayed. And once he asked God to 
“please keep those old hoot owls from 
coming up in our trees from the river 
tonight and hootingus all awake.” I said 
a silent “Amen!” to this prayer because 
I was the “ ’fraidy-cat” in the family. 
After the lamps were lighted, nothing, 
absolutely nothing, could tempt me to 
stick my nose outside the house. Each 
shadow, each sound was a new, un- 
known menace to me. After dark, I 
wouldn’t even go to the cedar water 
bucket on the gallery. 

_ Once I left my Elsie Dinsmore book 
in our red hammock on the far end of 
our long dark gallery, That night Papa 


offered me a big silver dollar if I would 
get my book. I wanted to get it because 
I needed the dollar to buy Hoptoad 
a birthday present. I started toward 
the hammock. I went about a yard. 
Then those awful little cold, wet, 
snake-like feelings began running up 
my legs, clear up my back and then 
down again—fast. And I got sick at my 
stomach, like I always did when I was 
scared. I couldn’t move another inch, I 
bit my lips hard and shook my head 
fast and said, “No, no, no!” 


Poa hugged me tight and then he 
walked down to the hammock and got 
my Elsie book. I always feel glad when 
I remember that Papa gave me the 
silver dollar—“for trying,” he said. 

On this February night, all of us 
were together and settled down for 
the nicest time of the whole day. 
Hoptoad crawled into Papa’s lap and 
High Sheriff sat on the square soft 
stool and leaned against Papa’s legs. 
The two big boys stretched feet to feet 
on the long walnut sofa. Mama sat in 
the tall kidney-back rocker with the 
flowered upholstery. I pushed the big 
lamp closer to her and gave her the 
book. We were reading “Little Men” 
that night. 

Long before nine o'clock the two 
little boys were asleep. We three older 
children then knelt and said our prayers 
and after Papa said a longer prayer 
we kissed each other good night and 
ran across the ell to our own rooms. 
The beds were already turned down 
and it was a long time before we could 
make ourselves stretch our feet down 
on the cold white sheets. High Sheriff 
never would undouble; he stayed a fat 
round lump all night. 

That night I thought I had slept only 
a few minutes when I felt Papa shaking 
me gently, but repeatedly. Of course, 
I knew about our new baby that was 
coming, but I knew too that we were 





1, 1-YR. GIFT $3.00 


ORG ea} 


32 


2, 1-YR. GIFTS $4.00 


ANNOUNCING 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT RATES 


for 
CHRISTIAN HERALD 


3, 1-YR. GIFTS $5.50 


Each additional gift—only $1.50 each 


We will send a lovely gift announcement card in 


your name to each friend. Send your gift list to: 
Dept. A3, Christian ilerald, 27 East 39th St., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 
Le eA DLT RAE INS ORT ETS IES LE TENTS ENROLL SE ARNE 2 RANT NA ALE OE A SE NTE ACTER IES 


getting ready for it in March. A trained 
nurse was coming from Gonzales, the 
county seat ten miles away, to stay two 
weeks when the baby came, But now 
Papa told me to get up quickly and sit 
with Mama while he went down the 
road for Dr, Carr. All the phone: wires 
were broken under the heavy ice and 
the roads were so heavily covered in 
ice that the horses couldn’t stand on 
them. So Papa had to take a lantern 
and walk. Papa said that after that he 
would go get Big Auntie, too. I ran 
quickly to Mama’s room, 

Papa had been gone only a few min- 
utes when Mama, with her face and lips 
whiter than I had ever seen anyone’s, 
said to me, “Papa and I thought there 
was plenty of time, but there isn’t, dear. 
Could you put on your shoes and coat 
and run across the road, take the short 
cut through the little mesquite patch, 
and get Big Auntie?” 

I remember each detail of that night. 
I know I didn’t stop for my shoes or 
coat. I didn’t even know that my pink 
flannel nightgown was wet and _ icy 
and that both of my feet were bleeding 
from mesquite thorns when I began 
pounding on Big Auntie’s door. I had 
to call loudly so they could hear 
me above that wind. I knew Mama 
needed someone grown up and I told 
Big Auntie she must come quickly. I 
didn’t wait for her while she dressed, 
but ran back home as fast as I could. 
I remember that Mama cried when I 
came in wet and cold, but when she 
asked me if I had been terribly afraid, 
I was surprised, because I hadn't 
thought about being afraid even once. 

Soon Big Auntie came and Uncle 
Fed with her. She told me to put on a 
dry nightie and go back to bed. When 
Papa and Dr. Carr got back, our new 
baby was already there—and dead. I 
waited such a long, long time before 
Big Auntie came down the ell to my 
room to tell me. She had tiptoed very 
quietly across the gallery so the boys 
wouldn’t wake, I wanted to go tell the 
boys, but I didn’t. I just lay there cry- 
ing until it was daylight. Then I got 
up and dressed because I knew Sara 
wouldn't be there and Mama was sick 
and there was our little dead baby we 
must bury that day. 

Papa told me not to cry when I went 
in to see Mama, and I almost didn’t, 
but she looked so pale and tired and 
sad that all the tears just wouldn't 
run down inside. And we hadn’t ever 
had anybody dead in our family be- 
fore—we were always such a real alive 
family. 

I heard Papa and Uncle Fed and 
Dr, Carr talking about trying some way 
to get into Gonzales for a coffin for 
the baby. But after they tried the 
horses to see if they could stand up 

(Continued on page 53) 
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A HUNDRED and ten years ago a 
great-grandfather of mine sold 
his farm—lock, stock and barrel, in 
Canton Argaau, Switzerland, and came 
to America. It took him and his family 
more than three months to make the 
journey by land and by sea. A hundred 
and five years later, a great grandson 
of his boarded an airplane one evening 
in Geneva, Switzerland, and the next 
evening was in his own home four 
thousand miles away. He traveled the 
same distance as the great-grandfather 
in one hundredth of the time. 

A year ago, Major Charles E. Yaeger 
flew an experimental rocket plane 
labeled X1-A at more than sixteen 
hundred miles an hour. He was trav- 
eling exactly a thousand times faster 
than the migrant who left Switzerland 
one hundred years ago. 

Have you considered how terrifically 
fast our world is shrinking? At the 
speed Major Yaeger was traveling, you 
and I could take off from Switzerland, 
after a leisurely breakfast, and have 
an early lunch in New York city. We 
could stop off for a brief chat with 
friends in Hawaii. Then, where would 
you like dinner? You can name almost 
any place in the Pacific area: Tokyo, 
Hong Kong, Manila, Shanghai—and 
you could be there. The world is rapid- 
ly becoming a golf ball that you and I 
can hold in our hand. 

Are you thinking this a strange way 
to begin a Christmas meditation? I 
wonder if it is, in this year 1954? 

Guided missiles have been per- 
fected, and our own government has 
let down certain security regulations 
to inform us of our atomic stockpile, 
and has seen fit to advise us that agents 
of enemy powers could enter our coun- 
try carrying an atomic bomb in a small 
valise. Be on guard, is the sobering 
counsel we are given. 

At this Christmastime, in the light of 
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toward men.”— Luke 2:14 


this kind of world in which we're liv- 
ing, this business of the spirit of Christ- 
mas isn’t just an unexpected dividend, 
but rather it’s a fundamental and a 
basic investment we'd better be mak- 
ing. The spirit of Christmas is becom- 
ing a necessity! No longer is it icing 
on the cake, It had better be the basic 
flour out of which we make any food 
of human relationships. 


Time was, of course, when this 
wasn’t quite so, We are still inheritors 
of Thomas Tusser of the 14th century, 
who said in his “Farmer's Daily Diet”— 
“At Christmas, play and make good cheer. 
For Christmas comes but once a year.” 

I think this general sentiment has 
represented a popular attitude toward 
Christmas up to this moment. Once a 
year we craw] out of our hard old shell 
of self-concern and blink our eyes with 
the new consideration of kindliness to- 
ward other people. We drag through 
eleven long months of drudging duty, 
and then Christmas comes. We throw 
off the chains for a time, All the stops 
are open. This is the time to be large- 
hearted, One might even consider, for 
a day or so, being a person of magna- 
nimity and genuine good cheer. Make 
the most of it, for it comes but once a 
year. 

At Christmastime you're a Cinder- 
ella. But .don’t forget, the clock’s going 
to strike at midnight and you'll have 
to go back to your grubby kitchen. 
Twelve months—scrimp and save and 
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By LOWELL RUSSELL DITZEN 


Minister, Reformed Church, Bronxville, New York 


-. On earth peace, good will 


live by the rule of dog eat dog, but 
Christmas comes, and the spirit may 
even get you to the point that you'll 
be foolish like Old Scrooge and order 
the fattest turkey at the butcher shop 
and have it sent over to the Blodgetts. 
Or you may even promise yourself, as 
he did, to do something about little 
crippled Tiny Tim. This odd fairylike 
time comes but once a year—a giddy, 
but not really too intelligent or realistic 
a time! Doesn’t all this lie in our back- 
groundP 

But the spirit of Christmas, with its 
deep and persistent call to peace and 
good will among men, comes for me in 
a different guise in this year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-four. 
It’s saying in stern tones, “If you're just 
halfway intelligent and care at all 
about this world of which you are a 
part, this spirit of God’s revelation 
isn’t any lightheaded indulgence—it’s a 
strong necessity!” 

When any place in this world of 
ours is closer to you than Mt, Vernon 
was to Washington, D. C., when our 
government was founded, peace be- 
comes an important matter, doesn’t it? 
When an enemy plane can drop atomic 
bombs on New York, Chicago and 
Pittsburgh, and then, without refuel- 
ing, return to its base, this principle of 
good will among men is not something 
alone for longhaired poets to write 
verses about. It is a solid principle for 
the most hardheaded among us who 
desires to protect his own interests. It 
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“My 
CORONET 
Royal is ‘tops’ 
for tone, beauty and playing ease.” 

MARY CHRISTEL, Valders, Wisc. 


Use our personal selection service to make 
sure you get the accordion best suited to your 
needs. Consult us freely. Make your choice 
from the World’s Largest Selection of Fine 
Imported Italian Accordions — over thirty 
models of the ten best makes to choose from! 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 


Lifetime Guarantee 


Whether beginner, advanced student or 
professional be sure you get our Jow DIRECT 
prices. Special discounts to students, teachers, 
missionaries, pastors and Christian workers. 
Your satisfaction is assured. Every accordion 
is covered by our Lifetime Guarantee. And 
remember our plan of PLAY BEFORE YOU 
PAY and Big Savings make it easy for you to 
own a famous name accordion of superb 
beauty and rich organ-like tone. When buy- 
ing get the best. Act NOW for full FREE 
offer. No obligation. Terms as low as $10 
down, small monthly payments. Your old 
accordion in trade. 


FREE Color Catalog 
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of genuine Italian Accor- 
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is the most valid approach for the can- 
niest statesman who has any real long- 
range, protective concern for his coun- 
try and his people! 

“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 
So angels sang above the night-draped 
hills of Palestine when Christ was born. 
Over the world today, it seems to me, 
the realization of that song is a cold 
necessity, if there’s going to be any 
carefree rest when the mantle of the 
evening falls. 

We all know, looking at the small 
units of life, how really necessary 
peace and good will are to the healthy 
fulfillment of individual or social life. 

J. M. W. Turner, one of England’s 
greatest painters, as a boy had rough 
going. He was the poverty-stricken son 
of a poor barber, and he often helped 
his father sweep out his barber shop. 
When eventual fame and wealth came 
to the son, the father’s aging hands so 
trembled that he could no longer hold 
a razor. He asked to remain in the son’s 
home, living under his roof disguised 
as a servant. Joseph Turner said in 
essence, “No, father, we fought the 
world together, and now that it seeks 
to do me honor, you shall share all the 
benefits.” And Joseph Turner never 
smiled, it is said, when the wizened 
old ex-barber, hands trembling, would 
whisper to a noble visitor, “Yes, yes, 
Joseph is the greatest painter in Eng- 
land, and I am his father.” 

What health there! What health for 
father and son alike when peace and 
good will were the ruling spirit and 
motive of that household, Without 
such a spirit, there can never be ac- 
complished that which makes a house 
a home and that which makes individ- 
uals into a family. 

Fenelon, the fine French prelate of 
the 15th century, at one point in his 
career was appointed to head a mission 
to convert the Protestant Huguenots. 
He engaged in a careful study and 
wrote these words to the Prime Min- 
ister of France: “These Huguenots 
have many virtues that must be ac- 
knowledged and conserved. We must 
hold them by mildness. We cannot 
produce conformity by force . . . No 
power is great enough to bind the 
mind . . . Thought forever escapes. 
Give civil liberty to all, not by approv- 
ing all religions, but by permitting in 
patience what God allows.” 

A great-spirited, a peaceable man 
of good will wrote that. Regrettably, 
Fenelon’s peaceful counsel of good 
will wasn’t heeded, and the persecu- 
tion that followed leaves one of the 
blackest spots on the escutcheon of 
France. 

Won't we all say, as we look back, 
as we see any social group where there 
are any variations of viewpoint, thought, 
position, that it’s only through peace- 
ableness, it’s only through good will, 
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that social health comes that resolves 
the tensions? Is this quality anything 
else than a necessity? 

And how insistently fundamental we 
see it to be when we turn even more 
minutely to one individual life, 

The most reliable students of human 
personality assure us that kindliness 
and good will are indispensable to 
mental health. If someone suffers men- 
tal illness, it is a dictum that the in- 
dividual cannot return to an atmos- 
phere where there is tension and 
hostility. There must be peace and 
good will, or the illness is sure to re- 
turn. Let that little child you know 
feel a lack of love, let him be conscious 
of ill will, and nervousness and tension 
are inevitable. Look deep and long 
within the biographies of each of us, 
and won't we all say that the ugliest 
scars that we bear have been left there 
by someone’s hatred of us or hatred 
we bore another—a lack of peaceable- 
ness or good will that we once knew 
or experienced? 

Contrariwise, isn’t it true that the 
most rapid flowering of the best within 
us has come because someone enfolded 
us with peaceableness and with good 
will? 

Where does all this lead us? I think 
it leads us all to Bethlehem, where 
each is called to bow before this mag- 
nificent revelation of the heart of the 
Divine intent for man—peace and good 
will—there to bow and to be more 
deeply convinced than ever before that 
this is not alone God's will, but that it 
is man’s necessity. 


I; there a student who has been 
searching and still is not sure of what 
to do with his or her life? Let this 
thought stir you, if you are that indi- 
vidual, to dedicate your life to speed- 
ing up the tempo of good will in the 
affairs of men. Have you been thinking 
of the physical sciences? Think of this 
other profound and so essential science 
—of helping individuals and nations, 
perhaps through the church, perhaps 
through humanitarian service or teach- 
ing or government or whatever calling 
in which you can have a part in fulfill- 
ing the most basic science needed to- 
day—that of human relations! Consider 
seriously the sciences of good will which 
can enable us to master what the phys- 
ical sciences have done to this world 
of ours! 

Our theme, too, has something to 
say about the way we talk. Our speech 
needs guarding and restraint in the use 
of acrimony, negativism, harsh and 
mean criticism. What bitter things such 
talk does to us! How terribly it can hurt 
and tear others on whom it is inflicted. 
Let there be a seal on our lips in the 
spirit of good will. 

Again this large scene of which we 

(Continued on page 39) 


DECEMBER 1954 





~ we hel aetaewe 


A ine 


ila te To ee ee 











olves 
hing 


lwe 
ore 


man 
ness 
> to 

en- 
» in- 
mos- 
and 
and 

re- 
now 
‘ious 
sion 
long 

us, 
liest 
1ere 
tred 
ble- 
new 


the 
thin 
ded 
ood 


rink 
ere 
1ag- 

the 
ood 

ore 
that 
at it 


een 
shat 
this 
ndi- 
-ed- 


ne te ae nl Sc ap vk De 








how pou help 
“make 


DECEMBER 1954 





aa 





““... makes the wounded spirit whole, 
And calms the troubled breast; 
Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary, rest.” 





the wounded spirit whole” 


As reader or friend of Christian Herald, your support makes 
possible the daily ministrations of the world’s most noted 
home and rescue mission to men in distress. In the following 


pages, you’ll glimpse briefly this Bowery Mission of yours 
—the place and the people who represent you there. You'll 
see why and how the work they do for the Savior and for you 
quite literally, in the words of the beautiful old hymn, 
““’.. makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled 
breast; tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary, rest.” 
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“,..and the poor have the Gospel preached to them.” 
—MarttHew 11:5. 


This is the Bowery Mission, with its lighted cross pro- 
claiming the message of God’s redemptive mercy and heal- 
ing power over the saddest street in all the world. It was 
founded in 1879. The pews in its Chapel have seated more 
than four million men. At its altar, in penitence and com- 
mitment, have knelt more than seventy-five thousand. 

The Mission’s building contains much more than the 
Chapel, and ministers to man’s physical as well as spiritual 
needs, as you will see... 





. They that be whole need not a 
“physi, but they that are sick.” > you! 
—MarrHew 9:12. 

i. 417 treatments were given last year. 





. behold, all things are clean unto 
—Luke 11:41. 

Niches of men shaving, 62,113; bath-_ 

ing, 51,025; washing clothes, 36, 756. 


this is thee BOWERY 


Fourteen squalid New York City blocks. 
The “U.S. Capital” of the homeless, the 
unwanted, the hopelessly alcoholic. The 
street whose name is now a byword for 
human misery and degradation. 


And just who are the down-and-outers 
lying in the doorways or shuffling through 
this street of ugliness and despair? You 
might expect them to be New York City’s 
dead-end kids grown old. But they are 
not. They are men who have drifted in 
from every state in the Union. And most 
of them once held honorable and respon- 
sible positions in business, industry, or 
the professions. Men who once loved and 
were loved by family and friends. 


This is part of the tragedy of the Bow- 
ery. Also its gleam of hope. For once you 
understand what a man has been, you 
have the key to what he may be again... 
with God’s help. 


Over the years, more than 75,000 of 
these men have been nurtured back into 
physical and spiritual health, have learned 
again — through the patient, understand- 
ing help they received at the Bowery 
Mission—to walk in God’s path. 


ministering to the needs of the 


PHYSICAL MAN 





“_..1 was a stranger, and ye took me 

in: naked, and ye clothed me.” 
—Matruew 25:35,36. 

Pieces of clothing distributed, 15,029. 
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These Are the Doors 
of Opportunity 


For 75 years they have never 
closed. Every day, without fail, 













: the Gospel is preached in word 
; and deed. 
r 

This Is the Mission’s Task... 
3 To preach the Gospel 
' To break the drink habit 
To provide the necessities of life 
; for those who are helpless and 
in need 
: 





To help men regain their lost self- 
respect, to re-awaken ambition 






To find employment for men 
ee ee ee without jobs 














To get men away from the Bow- 
ery before they are irretrievably 
ruined by its influences 


This is Pastor George L. Bolton, 
your representative on the Bowery. 
George Bolton preaches at the 
Bowery Mission with the conviction To teach men to be thrifty in 
caring for their clothing and 
their money 


of experience. He himself was once 
a professional gambler, fugitive from 
the law. Then he wandered one night 
into a rescue mission in N ew Y ork. To rehabi ] i tate these men, re- 
unite them with their families, 
set them on the way toward being 
worthy citizens. 


Accepting Christ, he was re-united 
with his wife, squared accounts with 
the police, and dedicated his life to 
helping down-and-outers. 





Fe Christ Himself set the example, as well as giving us the precept. 
4 Squares Christian Deed Thus your Mission seeks to show through word and deed how 
q With Christian Creed much God cares for even unlovely men. 


Ministering to the needs of the physical man makes the preach- 


at the BOWERY MISSTON ing ring true...gives the man a clean pause in which to ponder, 










“...he that cometh to me shall never “Come unto me all ye that labour and =“... and gave...to ever: 
hunger.” —Joun 6:35. — are heavy laden, and | will give you work...” = 

During the past year, 371,010 meals = rest.” —MarrHew 11:28. The Mitsion’s em 
were served. 66,520 beds were furnished last year. sent 4,711 men to jobs. 















“,.he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted .. .’—Luke 4:18. 
Last year 5,542 knelt at the altar in prayer and humble mani- 
festation of their conversion to Christ. 
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sv con aR ane 
“...we...are buffeted and have no certain dwelling place.” 
—I CorintTHIANs 4:11. 
The Reception Room of “The Uptown House’, a vitally impor- 
tant upward step on a down-and-outer’s journey back to self- 

respect and an honorable place among family and friends. 

The quicker a man can be taken away from the Bowery and 
its influences, the quicker and surer will be his physical and 
spiritual recovery. That is why Christian Herald, established 
“The Uptown House’, an anonymous haven for men whose new 

. beginning seems most promising. It adds to a man’s self-respect 
and gives him a good address when seeking a job. This branch is 
highly successful as a step in speeding men back up into their 
rightful places in life. 





Bowery Mission and Young Men’s Home 
Business Office: 27 East 39th Street 
New York 16, New York 


Yes, I want to help a helpless man build a 
new life. Here is my gift of $.........45. 


NAME 





ADDRESS _ hia 


[) Please tell me, without obligation, how I 
may include BOWERY MISSION in my will. 














to speed a man 
back up to his 
rightful place in life 


7... YOUR HELP, this vital 
work could not go on. With- 
out you, there might be no one 
standing by ready to bind up a 
man’s spiritual and physical 
wounds...ready to give a helping 
hand when a helping hand is all 
that is needed to save or change a 
man’s life. And what a thrill to see 


a wounded, defeated man stand up 
again—and to know that you had 


a share, large or small, in his 
remaking! 

Send your gift now. Help give a 
man his chance to rise and walk 
again in the paths of God. 


BOWERY MISSION AND 
YOUNG MEN’S HOME 


Officers 


Daniel A. Poling, President 
Ford Stewart, Vice-President 
Clarence W. Hall, Secretary 


and Treasurer 


Board of Directors 


Albert H. Diebold 
A. Richard Diebold 
Clarence W. Hall 
Charles A. Johnson 
Kathryn Martin 
Daniel A. Poling 
Ford Stewart 
Anastasia Traynor 


Carroll M. Wright 
Rev. George L. Bolton, Pastor 
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YOU CAN'T DO WITHOUT CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from page 34) 


are all an inescapable part challenges 
us to labor and speak for, dream of, 
believe in, the fulfillment of a peace- 
able world, Let the spirit of Christmas 
challenge us each to be ambassadors 
of the proposition that world peace 
can come only as it is built on the 
foundation of genuine good will. 
One other specific suggestion. You 
know there are some sects and denomi- 
nations that recommend to their fol- 
lowers that they carry a tangible sym- 
bol or memento of their faith—a cross, 
a medal, a token, a rosary. A friend of 
mine, who is a priest in the Greek 
Orthodox Church, carries an intricate- 
ly shaped piece of jade, which reminds 
him, as he touches it, of a spiritual 
value and commitment. Will you take 
something comparable to that from 


the theme of our Christmas message 
this morning? “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
to men.” Why not write that on a card? 
Put it in your wallet or your purse, or 
on your dressing-room mirror. Read it. 
Touch it with your eyes and your soul, 
Let it touch you each day. This is the 
heart of the Christian revelation. It is 
God’s way for man. May we be indi- 
viduals who, touching it, respond. 
This is not a vague idea, but rather 
a practical necessity for our personal 
lives and for the world of which we 
are each a part. Resolve today, “In 
God’s name and in the spirit of Him 
for whom the song was first sung, I'll 
help to make it the reality it needs to 
be—‘Peace on earth through good will 
toward men.” THe ENpD 


HIS RELIGION INTERFERES WITH HIS BUSINESS 


(Continued from page 30) 


school met a young lady in the same 
Bible-study class, fell in love and mar- 
ried, and in time became the father 
of four lovely children. In fact, in one 
year seven couples who attended Joe’s 
Sunday-school class got married, For 
active members and alumni Joe used 
to give a yearly party at the Akron City 
Club, sometimes paying the check for 
250 young friends. 

Church went right along with other 
activities in Joe’s life. For twenty-three 
years he pitched softball for the Meth- 
odist team, He’d have been a profes- 
sional ball-player with just a_ little 
coaxing! 

His parents gave the world eight 
children, five boys and three girls. Joe 
was the oldest son, Dad was a cham- 
pion wrestler and high-bicycle rider of 
northern Ohio. That made him the 
father of amateur athletics in his home 
city of Akron, a tradition which Joe 
reveres and does his best to maintain. 

When he was nine Joe went to work 
as stockroom boy in a downtown cloth- 
ing store of which his father was sec- 
ond in command. Work and _ school 
called for good health. Joe grew up to 
play and enjoy every possible game 
except golf, which was too expensive 
in equipment and time. In his college 
days he refused a tempting offer from 
the Chicago Cubs. Already he knew 
what he wanted to be. 

That decision came about naturally. 
Joe enjoyed public speaking and espe- 
cially debating. In Akron High School 
he led the winning team in a debate on 
“Initiative, Referendum and Recall.” 
First prize was a gold medal. Even 
more rewarding was the friendship of 
Judge Charles R. Grant, probably the 
city’s greatest legal scholar and Bible- 
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lover and, later, the man after whom 
Joe’s only son was to be named. Grant 
had been one of the judges for the 
school contest. 

“Young man,” he said to the happy 
Joe, “what do you intend to be?” 

“A lawyer,” replied Joe simply. 

“When you finish you. .aw training, 
I want you to come into my office,” said 
the judge. And join him Joe did, The 
office grew and prospered, and Joe was 
to pass up offers from the State of Ohio 
in order to remain a lawyer. February 
1943 he went to work for Firestone. 

No one ever had to spell out to Joe 
that he must be a real success. The 
Thomas family was thrifty and pru- 
dent, but he, as older brother, made 
every day count. Joe met life head-on, 
applying to any job the same zest he 
showed in sports. Because time was 
precious he finished Buchtel College, 
today Akron University, in three years 
but waited to receive his diploma with 
his class. At Ohio State University he 
worked sixty hours a week in the law 
library at 35 cents an hour, This kept 
him in law school, which also he 
finished in three years, 

The Army interrupted his career by 
sending him to France for a year in 
World War I. Joe entered the service 
as a private and finished as a master 
sergeant. After the war he hurried 
home; his brothers were growing up 
and needed help with their schooling. 

Today two of those brothers are ac- 
tive in law, one being Judge of the 
Common Pleas Court of Domestic Re- 
lations, Russell W. Thomas. 

Civic honors came to Joe. U.S, Sena- 
tor Vic Donahey offered him a Federal 
judgeship. “No,” said Joe. The Gover- 
nor of Ohio offered him the post of 















MODERN CHURCH 
SEATING 
~by Teal 


Individual Chairs 
of Dignified 
Beauty 


No sacrifice of ecclesiastical art 
or liturgical practices. 


Sufficient room for entering or 
leaving seats when others 
in row are seated. 


Greatly facilitates communion 
services. 


Pastors claim that the comfort 
afforded actually induces 
alertness and attention. 


Contributes a warm atmosphere 
which blends with liturgical 
colors and interior decoration. 


Makes for less disturbance— 
quieter services. 

Actually increases comfortable 
capacity. 

Moderately priced chairs in many 
styles. A wide choice of end 
designs and upholstery materials. 


Write for free literature and 


photographs of installations. 








IDEAL 


SEATING COMPANY 


601 ANN ST., N.W. 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 





When writing to advertisers please mention CHRISTIAN HERALD 


39 





ee 

















40 


The Story of Jewish Missionary Pioneering in America 


| HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT 


contains ‘facts 
safely locked 
in the inner 
recesses of 

my soul” 


“I had thought that these experiences would never see the light of day. 
But now it appears that the Lord has let me unburden my heart and soul 
to you.”—Joseph Hoffman Cobn, in “I Have Fought a Good Fight.” 


One of the most absorbing and revealing books ever published. It is an 
autobiography and history of 60 years pioneering in Jewish Missionary 
work, It reveals the fascinating story of a humble group of godly men 
and women who went forth in the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to 
write a new epic of missionary achievement. 


Dr. W. H. Rogers, former pastor, First Baptist Church of New York 
City, says of the book: 


“All thoughtful lovers of God’s Israel will be deeply grateful to Dr. Joseph 
Hoffman Cohn for this wonderful narration of thrilling facts associated with 
Jewish missions, marked by the providence of God, facts which should never be 
allowed to be forgotten.” 

“With mixed emotions and heartful praise to God, I enthusiastically commend 
this book to the reading public, in the conviction that it bears the approval of God 
and will bring forth fruit to His glory.” 


Order your copy now for Christmas. The price is only $3.00 postpaid; over 300 
pages, illustrated. Just say, “Here is $3.00. Please send me your book, ‘I Have Fought 
a Good Fight.’ ’”’ Money back if you’re not satisfied. 
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superintendent of banks; again, the 
post of state finance director could 
have been his. But Joe stayed on in 
Akron. 

He taught criminal law and nego- 
tiable instruments at Akron Law School 
for 14 years—for free. Since 1938 he 
has been its president. 

Trustee of a hospital, first chairman 
of the United War Chest of Akron, 
president of the Akron Automobile As- 
sociation; receiver in bankruptcy for 
two years for Akron’s Portage Hotel; 
for three years now a name in “Who’s 
Who”—Joseph Thomas has savored 
success at many levels, but still lives 
and thinks simply. 

A man who practices rather than 
preaches, Joe capsulized his life’s be- 
liefs in a layman’s sermon delivered in 
his favorite church. “How does Christ 
call men?” he asked rhetorically, then 
went on to reply: “Christ calls them 
through human needs, The kind word, 
the smiling response, the word of 
cheer to the discouraged, all may seem 
so small and trivial that we may neg- 
lect them entirely. And so, for some 
the day is dreary and depressed, All 
because we failed to meet human 
needs on our level and within our 
reach.” 

He pretty well summed up his life 
principles when he said, “No disciple 
of Jesus, except Judas, ever answered 
Christ’s call and did not immediately 
begin witnessing. When we thoroughly 
believe something, we want to tell 
others about it. But,” he added warn- 
ingly, “we cannot share something we 
do not have.” 

He clarifies the meaning of Chris- 
tianity by a reference to chemistry. 

“When we answer Christ’s call we 
are never the same again,” he begins. 
Then he explains: crude petroleum is 
an unattractive item of little value, The 
chemists subject it to a catalyst which 
re-arranges the molecules so_ that, 
presto! you have the same elements, 
but now made useful and of real value. 
Thus it is with you and me when Christ 
comes into our hearts, We have been 
subtly changed and made useful. 

Joe has a favorite verse he repeats 
to himself now and then. It is brief, 
and probably his wife Laura could say 
it in her sleep. It runs like this: 


Although the world may scoff 
and jest 

A life of service is the best. 

And happiness will always be 

To him who serves humanity. 


At 61, Joe Thomas can look back- 
ward and forward and assert that a life 
of service does indeed bring happiness. 
He found his work in the law. As Joe 
sees it, it’s a good spot for a Christian 
to be in, “Where else can you find so 
many immediate and essential ways of 
helping people in trouble?” THE END 
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US IS ANT 


Hymns are a “tie that binds,” says this hymnbook editor. His suggestions 





GING EAT 


for utilizing them to the fullest can do much to enrich our devotional life 


By LEE HASTINGS BRISTOL, JR. 


DP» you know that when it comes 
to hymns many children resent 
the word “youth”? Did you know that 
Communists in China have been using 
hymn tunes for propaganda purposes? 

These and other interesting facts 
came to the attention of Harold Frie- 
dell and me during the past three years 
in which we have been making a study 
of hymns in connection with an illus- 
trated nondenominational hymnbook 
for home use which we edited. Out of 
our quite involved and _ interesting 
study, there occurred to me some sug- 
gestions as to how all of us can make 
hymns more effective in our church 
and in our daily life. 

If it is true that hymns are an inte- 
gral part of public worship—and not 
some “tacked on” addition—shouldn’t 
we really give them wholehearted at- 
tention? We may not be able always 
to follow an unfamiliar tune, but at 
least the man-in-the-pew can follow 
the words. If we don’t even follow the 
words of the hymn, that part of our 
worship, it seems to me, is a farce. 

In the Amarillo (Texas) Daily News, 
Jean Ehly recently wrote: “Today, 
much church singing is comparable to 
military strategy in that the vocalist 
moves his lips without the front or 
back line knowing what he is doing. 
Many of our greatest hymns are as 
meaningless to hear as ‘Little Bo Peep.’ 
This is sad when one realizes what the 
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great composers went through in the 
way of religious conflicts, battles and 
spiritual revelations to write these 
masterpieces.” 

Hymns can be a deeply moving part 
of corporate worship, and there are 
ways to help make them so. 

Why not try having a regular peri- 
odic hymn practice for the congrega- 
tion? It is a wonderful way to stimu- 
late congregational singing and an ef- 
fective way to introduce new hymns. 
At St. Bartholomew’s Church, New 
York city, hymn practice is held once 
a month after a regular eleven o'clock 
service. At Trinity Cathedral, Newark, 
New Jersey, an unfamiliar hymn is 
sometimes rehearsed by a congrega- 
tion during the actual service. 

Why not try adding a hymn or two 
in place of a responsive reading? A 
small church in Elmsford, New York, 
does this and averages as many as six 
hymns a Sunday! This need not be 
a weekly habit, but it can be an in- 
teresting change of pace. 

Why not publish a sentence-long 
story on the background of hymns be- 
ing used at a given service? Such notes 
are a popular feature of the bulletins 
at West Side Presbyterian Church, 
Ridgewood, New Jersey. 

Why not invite your church organist 
or choir director to give a series of talks 
on the background of hymns and tunes 
in your hymnal? Such a series can be 


most interesting. A large church in 
Manhattan tried this type of program 
recently and even the lecturers were 
amazed at the remarkable response 
they received! 

Why not have the junior choir sing 
at the main service once a month? 

Why not choose a few new hymns, 
to be scheduled along with the great 
hymns of the past, with a balanced 
ration of the two? In introducing a 
new hymn, a clergyman may want to 
explain why this particular hymn was 
selected. 


Hyuxs can be meaningful to in- 
dividuals of all ages. For the past two 
summers I have been working with a 
representative panel of children be- 
tween the ages of six and thirteen. I 
have been working with them to try 
to learn what hymns and tunes chil- 
dren really can understand. We dis- 
covered, for example, that many chil- 
dren don’t particularly enjoy part-sing- 
ing, because they get a heavy dose of 
it at school. 

Among the texts the children en- 
joyed most were: “Fairest Lord Jesus,” 
“IT know not where the road may lead” 
(“The King’s Highway”), and several 
junior anthem texts by David Dem- 
arest based on Bible stories, When it 
came to the tunes, of course, the all- 
time favorites were there, such as “On- 
ward Christian Soldiers” and “Stand 
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Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” But both the 
tune and text of another less familiar 
newcomer seemed to make a hit—“I 
sing a song of the saints of God” with 
its reminders that saints are still in the 
world today: 


“You can meet them in school, or 

in lanes, or at sea, 

In church, or in trains, or in shops, 

or at tea, 

For the saints of God are just folk 

like me, 

And I mean to be one too.” 

It is a tragic fact that many churches 
have made the children’s part of the 
music effort a sort of haphazard, 
“What - shall - we - try - today?” affair. 
Children in one town, for example, 
were taught hymns as inappropriate 
as “Weary of Life,” “In the Hour of 
Trial,” and “Jerusalem the Golden— 
Thy joys when shall I see?” The 
Reverend Arthur M: Farland in a pam- 
phlet published by. the Episcopal 
Church declares: “In selecting a hymn 
[for children] we should ask: What 
concepts of God does this hymn teach? 
Is the vocabulary simple, concrete and 
easily understood? Does the hymn re- 
flect attitudes and ideas really felt by 
children?” 

Giving more attention to the words 
and music children sing in your Sun- 
day school or church service will be a 
rewarding experience. 

Hymn-singing can also be a delight- 
ful part of family life, something your 
whole family will remember warmly 
in the years ahead. How can we hope 
to have young Christians learn the 
great hymns we cherish, if they get to 
sing only a few once weekly at Sun- 
day school? 

There are a hundred and one ways 
to enjoy your hymnal at home with 
your family. For example, why not try 
singing a hymn as a grace at meals? A 
Methodist family in Delaware, Ohio, 
sings a four-part Bach chorale at din- 
ner! Not many of us can be that am- 
bitious, but we can try perhaps a stan- 
za of “Now Thank We All Our God,” 
or “Praise God from Whom All Bless- 
ings Flow,” “All Things Come of Thee, 
O Lord,” or maybe the delightful 
Chinese grace which Mr. Friedell and 
I found usable, “Ne’er Forget God’s 
Daily Care.” 

Why not try starting the day with a 
hymn before the children take off for 
school and Father leaves for the train? 


Suitable selections might be: “Awake, 
Awake to Love and Work,” “My Mas- 


ter Was a Worker,” “Day by Day,” 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies,” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be,” “Teach 
Me, My God,” or the little hymn, 
“Good Morning, God,” which children 
at a church at Bay Head, New Jersey, 
enjoyed singing last summer. 

Try singing representative hymns 
and tunes of different lands and see 
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how many countries your favorites in- 
clude. For example, “We Gather To- 
gether” (Holland), “Come Thou, Al- 
mighty King” (Italy), “Rock of Ages” 
(America), “The Church’s One Foun- 
dation” (England), “Praise to the Lord 
the Almighty” (Germany). 

Appropriate hymns at bedtime 
prayers include, “Hush, My Dear,” 
“Now the Day Is Over,” “Spirit Di- 
vine, Attend Our Prayers,” or “Now 
All the Woods Are Sleeping.” 

Learn about the backgrounds of the 
hymns and tunes you like to sing. Most 
denominations publish “companions” 
to their regular hymnals, containing 
data about the authors and composers 
of each hymn. 

And just reading over the words to 
a hymn quietly at home, or even writ- 
ing a few lines of our own, can be a 
helpful part of our devotional life. 


Waen we sing hymns, many of us 
never think how far back in history 
hymn-singing really goes. We forget 
how often in the Old Testament we 
read accounts of the Israelites singing 
great songs of praise. When we read 
from the Book of Psalms, actually we 
are reading from a hymnbook. And in 
the New Testament we read of the 
angels on that first Christmas singing 
their “Glory to God in the highest!” 
We read of Jesus and His disciples 
singing a hymn in the upper room after 
the Last Supper. 

We read of Paul on Mars Hill, re- 
citing a hymn written centuries before 
by the philosopher Cleanthes. And 
then when Paul was imprisoned with 
Silas, what did they do? They sang 
hymns! One can just imagine one 
jailer saying to another, “Those Chris- 
tians—you have to admit it: they have 
something!” In the Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians, also, two lines from one of the 
earliest Christian hymns are quoted: 


“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, 
And Christ shall give you light.” 
(Ephesians 5:14—RSV) 


Hymn history makes a colorful and 
fascinating study. From the second 
century comes an account of early 
hymn-singing in a letter from Pliny to 
the Emperor Trajan. In it is described 
the way in which Christians assembled 
at a stated time before dawn and sang 
hymns responsively. Yes, hymn-singing 
goes back far into the past. Some of 
the hymns we sing today go back to 
early Greek and Latin sources. In those 
early days, some hymns had as many 
as 70 verses—which would certainly 
exhaust a 1954 congregation! 

From the Middle Ages come great 
hymns such as “Jerusalem the Gol- 
den.” From the Reformation comes “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” From 
the Thirty Years War comes “Now 
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Thank We All Our God.” England of 
the eighteenth century produced a shy, 
unprepossessing Charles Wesley who 
wrote some 6,500 hymns, many of 
them still in use today, such as “Hark, 
the Herald Angels Sing” and “Love 
Divine All Loves Excelling.” And when 
an English Cardinal wrote “Lead, 
Kindly Light,” little did he realize how 
many people of different churches 
would know and love those lines. 

America has made her own rich con- 
tribution to the hymn literature of the 
world. There are the familiar tunes of 
Lowell Mason which we sing _ to, 
“Nearer, My God to Thee,” “My Faith 
Looks Up to Thee,” and “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night.” There are the 
hymns of John Greenleaf Whittier and 
Bishop Phillips Brooks whose poem, 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” is a 
part of any Christmas. Then, too, 
there are the great Negro spirituals, 
and the early American tunes to some- 
what dated texts which are being re- 
discovered and put to better words. 

Our twentieth century boasts her 
share of great hymn writers, too—men 
like Thomas Tiplady. Last year, Jan 
Struther died. The world knew her 
chiefly for a novel, “Mrs. Miniver,” and 
yet generations to come may well re- 
member her for her dozen splendid 
hymns, among them “Lord of All 
Hopefulness,” “Sing, All Ye Christian 
People” and “We Thank You, Lord of 
Heaven.” 

Since Communists in China _ first 
undertook the long-term program of 
spreading Marxism, it is interesting to 
note that they have made a point of 
teaching propaganda through new 
texts they have written to well-known 
Chinese hymn-tunes. They knew these 
melodies had such a hold on the peo- 
ple that they would be a handy, emo- 
tional way to teach Communism. 


Di csius have a way of bringing to- 
gether people of many communions. 
Side by side in standard hymnals are 
the works, for example, of Uni- 
tarians, Roman Catholics, Episcopali- 
ans, Methodists, Presbyterians—all of 
us. Hymns are a “tie that binds.” In 
“Onward Christian Soldiers” we sing 
the words: “We are not divided, all 
one body we...” 

Probably those words are never 
truer of Christians than when we are 
singing hymns. 

Dr. Theodore Parker Ferris of Bos- 
ton has said, “You can imitate Jesus 
Christ, you can read about Him, wor- 
ship Him, pray to Him, but unless you 
enjoy Him, your relationship with Him 
is incomplete.” 

“Make a joyful noise,” said the 
Psalmist. Hymn singing—at church and 
at home—can do much to make our 
faith a joyous, deepening relationship 
with Our Lord, THE EnpD 
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Wednesday, December 1 
READ PHILIPPIANS 3:8-11 


The first great gift we can bestow on 


others is a good example. 
—FREDERIC MORELL 


IN “Secret Diary” Harold L. Ickes tells 
of the demands of protocol in connection 
with the visit to the White House of Lord 
and Lady Tweedsmuir of England. Mrs. 
Roosevelt asked her husband if she and 
the other ladies ought to curtsy when pre- 
sented. The President emphatically said 
no, laying down what seemed to be a very 
sensible rule “that in the United States 
our own custom shall prevail in social 
matters.” In spiritual matters we ought to 
be likewise eager to be “conformable to 
Christ.” 


O Father, make us less conscious of the 
vain standards of the world and more de- 
voted to the noble requirements of Christ’s 
discipleship, knowing that in Him is our 
peace. Amen. 


Thursday, December 2 
READ MARK 6:40-44 


Don’t wait for extraordinary circum- 
stances to do good; try to use the ordinary. 
—JEAN Pau RICHTER 


IT IS extremely instructive to observe 
how the various sub-contractors at work 
on the building of our new sanctuary have 
diligently conserved materials. After cach 
phase of the work is completed they 
gather up the pieces, just as in Christ’s 
feeding of the five thousand, “that noth- 
ing be wasted.” How they will use the dis- 
carded fragments is part of the secret of 
their success. Even so it will be the secret 
of your growth and progress as you learn 
to use the “given” circumstances of each 


day for God. 


Dear Lord, forgive us in wanting spe- 
cial privileges in serving Thee. Show us 
the supreme glory of forgotten values and 
the significance of wasted moments. Amen. 


Friday, December 3 
READ I CORINTHIANS 9:24-27 


Our opportunities to do good are our tal- 
ents.—CoTTON MATHER 


A REMARKABLE incident occurred in 
Standish, Me., last June when a batch of 
eggs, discarded at the town dump and 
baked in hot sunshine, hatched into forty- 
one chicks. Despite their unceremonious 
entry into life the chicks were reported in 
excellent health. It raises the old argu- 
ment about heredity and environment. It 
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editations 


by John WS I{cKelvey 


reminds us that life is infinitely precious. 
God sent us His Son to prove the point. 


Holy Saviour, come into our hearts and 
redeem us from sin and death. So quicken 
us into life that we shall not be “cast- 
aways” from the comfort of Thy power 
and presence. Amen, 


Saturday, December 4 
READ MATTHEW 3:4-8 


With every rising of the sun think of your 
life as just begun.—ANONYMOUS 


SOME months ago the New York papers 
carried the dramatic story of a steer swim- 
ming the Hudson in a run for its life. It 
injected a new angle on the matter-of-fact 
routine of a modern slaughter house when 
it summarized this event as “the Odyssey 
of a steer” and reported its “5-mile dash 
from ‘Death Cell’ in vain.” The reporter’s 
imagination had plainly run away with 
him, but his effort ought to alert us to a 
worse fate if we fail “to flee from the 
wrath to come” and to bring forth “fruits 
meet for repentance.” 


O Spirit of the living God, descend in 
power upon us and make us worthy of the 
salvation which is ours in Christ. Amen. 


Sunday, December 5 
READ JOB 23:5-10 


Character is nothing but the stamp on our 
souls of the free choices of good and evil. 
—ARCHIBALD GEIKIE 


NO MATTER how earnestly we submit 
to God’s will, we do not thereby escape 
suffering and travail. In his book, “That 
Immortal Sea,” Leslie Weatherhead deals 
with this theme by adding that it is’ not 
God’s will that anyone should suffer. “If 
suffering had been God’s intention, Jesus 
would have been opposing God’s will 
when He healed the sick.” Keats, who 
died at twenty-six, a victim of tuberculo- 
sis, said, “Call this world, if you please, 
‘the vale of soul-making.’ Then you will 
find out the use of the world.” 

O God, grant that we may have 
strength to endure the pain and anguish 
of this world by faith in Thy Son and for 
His sake. Amen. 


Monday, December 6 
READ PSALM 108:10-18 


It is not enough to do good; one must do 
it in the right way.—JoHN Mor.ry 


LAST year about this time a seven-year- 
old boy in Oklahoma heard a lot of talk 


about the high cost of living and business 
recession, so he wrote a letter to Santa 
Claus. He enclosed $7 to make sure the 
old gentleman wasn’t going to run short 
of funds, explaining he had earned the 
sum during the preceding summer. We 
all know “the Spirit of Christmas” needs 
a lot of “helpers” to be effective. The pity 
is we forget this is our assignment straight 
through the year. 


O Christ, come into our hearts during 
these Advent days and so live in us that 
we may manifest Thy holy spirit in every- 
thing we do and think and say at all times. 
This we ask in Thy name. Amen. 


Tuesday, December 7 
READ ISAIAH 35:1-4 


Justice consists in doing no injury, de- 
cency in giving men no offense.—CiCERO 


A MAN in Colorado rigged a booby trap 
in his summer cabin to guard against 
prowlers and thieves. Then he _ posted 
warning signs. Sometime later he went 
back to see how things were and found the 
cabin windows broken. Angered, he 
stormed through the door and was shot in 
the chest by his own booby trap. So often 
we get tripped up by our own devices. 
We want to settle life’s inequities and in- 
justices our way, and, taking things into 
our own hands, we perish. 


Dear Lord, make us aware of Thy 
capacity to bring judgment and justice to 
pass. Give us the will to love one another 
in mercy and loving-kindness, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


Wednesday, December 8 
READ I CORINTHIANS 8:1-3 


The eagle suffers little birds to sing. 
—WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


IT IS tragic how easily we get puffed up 
in our petty conceits. Chester Bowles in 
“Ambassador’s Report” tells how Mr. 
Nehru was astonished and shocked one 
night at a dinner with some business men 
in New York. One of them said, quite 
casually, “Mr. Prime Minister, do you 
realize how much money is represented at 
this table? I just added it up. You are eat- 
ing dinne: with at least 20 billion dollars.” 
Our pride of riches next to love of money 
is a most awful curse upon us. 


Heavenly Guide, Thou Holy Spirit, 
lead us from false values and imperma- 
nent riches to the treasures of heaven. 
Show us the pathway to humility, under- 
standing and grace. Amen. 
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@Whursday. December 9 
READ MATTHEW 22:11-14 


Truth reposed in noble natures obliges 
them the more.—JoHN DryDEN 


NOT long ago an ex-convict found him- 
self back in jail as a result of his appear- 
ance before a grand jury against four 
youths accused of trying to rob his home. 
He had been wanted since 1950 for vio- 
lation of parole and was living under an 
assumed name with his wife and three 
children. He slipped up on that inscrutable 
saying of Jesus: “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.” It was another proof of the 
scriptural warning: “Be sure your. sin will 
find you out.” 


Dear Father, we aspire so much to ap- 
pear before Thee without spot or blemish, 
and yet our sins and transgressions con- 
demn us without let-up or mercy. Forgive 
and save us. Amen. 


Friday, December 10 
READ HEBREWS 11:24-27 


Experience joined with common sense to 
mortals is a providence.-MATTHEW GREEN 


WHEN the building of our new church 
got under way it was amazing how many 
different reports began to circulate con- 
cerning the style and appearance of the 
structure. When people discussed this 
with me I always asked them one ques- 
tion, “Have you seen the model?” No, 
they were merely going by appearances 
which at that time were vague and incom- 
plete. When I showed them the model, 


however, they answered with happy 
satisfaction, “Oh! Now I see!” In the 
building of the soul “faith is... the evi- 


dence of things not seen.” 


O Jesus, lead us by faith into the reali- 
zation of all the hopes and fears of the 
Kingdom, for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Saturday. December I1 
READ ROMANS 12:1-3 


An honest man nearly always thinks 


justly.—JEAN JACQUES RoussEAU 


PERHAPS you saw the ad a Connecticut 
man put in the papers under the “for sale” 
classification. It read in part, “Ram- 
shackle farm; for direct sale at fancy 
price, forty acres of pin oaks and black 
snakes. Old World charm includes sag- 
ging floors, tortuous stairway and drafty 
fireplaces Dandy opportunity to 
toughen up wife and kiddies for future. 
If you think this ad is funny, wait until 
you see this farm.” At least he had a sense 
of humor and a wholesome viewpoint on 
his situation. 

Enter, O Holy Spirit, into the fiber of 
our lives and teach us to be humble about 
ourselves and what we possess. Grant that 
we may possess meekness and perspective, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Sunday. December 12 
READ MATTHEW 24:32-85 


Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book 
widens and deepens with our years. 
—CHARLES H. SPURGEON 


ONE of the most stirring incidents of 
early American history occurred about 
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SONGS FOR CHILDREN 
UNDER SIX 


$3.95 


Parents and church members who 
work with children will appreciate 
these 36 songs, which should make a 
hit with pre-school children. 

There are six songs to each record, 
three to a side. The themes of the 
different records are: 

@ God's Out of Doors 

@ God’s Love and Care 

@ Jesus, Our Friend 

@ Bible Friends 

@ Living Happily Together 
@ My Church 

These vocal solos with piano ac- 
companiment can help children at 
home grow spiritually. They can be 
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is no piano available. Order this 
attractive album today. 
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dren. WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 

formed out of misery into happiness and health 
— loving their Lord and Saviour. 
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The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
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This Mission for over half a century 
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1833 when a delegation of Indians from 
the far Northwest visited St. Louis and 
appealed to General Clark asking that the 
“white man’s Book of Heaven” be brought 
to them. If only the Book of Heaven had 
received sufficient priority over the “bot- 
tle of Satan,” known otherwise as “fire 
water,” the story of westward expansion 
would have been more honorable than it 
was. The priority of God’s Book is greater 
today than ever before. 


Break Thou the bread of life, dear 
Lord, to us Thy needy children. Teach us 
Thy precepts and open to us the meaning 
of Thy truth and righteousness. Amen. 


Monday, December 13 
READ MATTHEW 2:1, 2 


Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of 
heaven to earth come down! 
—CHARLES WESLEY 


CERTAINLY by this time you have been 
to town for the first round of Christmas 
window-shopping. Last year one New 
York editor reacted to all this by writing 
about “windowfuls of Christmas.” The 
phrase was his way of saying that some- 
thing magnificent takes place at Christ- 
mas time, something that in its stumbling 
way expresses man’s desire to match 
God’s transcendent glory as revealed in 
the birth of His only begotten Son and in 
His promise of joy and peace. 


Long years ago men sang the words, 
“Glory to God in the highest!” Grant, O 
Lord, that we also today may sing it in 
spirit and in truth, for Thy holy name’s 
sake. Amen. 


Tuesday. December 14 
READ LUKE 2:9-14 


Education is not enough; it must be edu- 
cation in Christ.—J. W. MARSHALL 


IT IS difficult to predict the weather at 
any time, but it is easy to know the kind 
of weather most people want at Christ- 
mas. They're “dreaming of a white Christ- 
mas.” Each of us can have a “white 
Christmas” if we will do as the shepherds 
did. They were faithfully absorbed in ful- 
filling their duty that never-to-be-for- 
gotten night, “keeping watch over their 
sheep,” when the glory of the Lord not 
only dissipated their darkness but was 
shed abroad in their hearts, It can hap- 
pen again this year—to you. 


Lord of life, be to us light and hope. 
Fill us with confidence in Thy will and 
purpose and help us to remain faithful to 
the end. Amen. 


Wednesday, December 15 
READ MARK 5:15-20 


What is home? A world of strife shut out 
—a world of love shut in.—SELECTED 


WHEN the Chester Bowles family re- 
turned from their mission in India they 
flew across the Pacific and landed en 
route at Honolulu. Mrs. Bowles took a 
travel-wrinkled dress to the hotel desk and 
asked how she could get it pressed. “I'll 
get you an electric iron,” answered the 
cheery clerk. She smiled and said, “Now 
I know I am home.” Perhaps the same 
rule of helpfulness applies in connection 


with the idea of being “home for Christ- 
mas,” if Christmas is to abound with joy. 


O Lord and Master, show us again how 
in doing good we can achieve happiness 
and contentment for our own as well as 
others’ sakes, and in Thy name. Amen. 


Thursday, December 16 
READ ROMANS 8:5-9 


Life is fruitful in the ratio in which it is 
laid out in noble action. 
—HeEnry P. Lippon 


WE ARE challenged in Christ’s Nativity 
to discover a new understanding concern- 
ing the spiritual significance of matter 
in the universe. Leslie Weatherhead in 
“That Immortal Sea” asks, “Is not its 
high purpose that of carrying a message 
from one mind to another, from God to 
man and from man to man? If one mind 
is going to carry a message adequately to 
another mind, it needs the ministry of 
matter.” It was for this reason above all 
others that God’s word could be spread 
by a Man who dwelt among men. 


O God, take whatever I am and have 
and enable me to yield life and substance 
to Thee for Christ and for the Gospel’s 
sake. Amen. 


Friday, December 17 
READ MARK 13:21-26 


Jesus, Thou art all compassion... enter ev- 
ery trembling heart.—CuarLes WESLEY 


IN HIS “Secret Diary” Harold L. Ickes 
records in ominous words how in 1937 
the German people were “bitterly op- 
posed to Hitler, but none dared say so 
out loud.” Hitler assumed to be a German 
saviour and promised the Germans that 
“if they will only have faith in him, he 
will do better for them later.” Alas, time 
has revealed that he was a false saviour and 
brought devastating ruin upon his people 
and the nations leagued with him. Only 
Jesus remains, unrivalled and supreme, as 
Saviour and King. 


O Saviour dear, help me to behold in 
Thee truth and honor, to find in Thee 
blessing and strength, and to receive 
through Thy presence power to do Thy 
will. Amen. 


Saturday. December 18 
READ I CORINTHIANS 3:13-16 


He who would benefit mankind must 
reach- them through their work. 
—Hernny Forp 


IT IS terribly important that everything 
we do is done in fidelity to the highest 
values we know. In the end the kind of 
work we do will be revealed for weal or 
woe. This was impressed on me in the 
process of rebuilding our church. In de- 
molishing a certain wall of the old struc- 
ture the workmen found it had been made 
of the hardest kind of concrete and stone. 
The foreman’s comment was, “The man 
who made that wall didn’t cheat.” Build, 
then, today with truth, faith and integrity. 


Grant, O Father, that we shall not miss 
the opportunity to use the materials of the 
soul that endure. Help us to keep intact 
the Chief Cornerstone, Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 
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Sunday, December 19 
READ NUMBERS 24:15-17 


Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let 
earth receive her King.—Isaac Watts 


THE more you ponder the birth of Christ 
the greater is the mystery of His coming. 
Dr. Joseph Parker of London said in 1869, 
“Can you, even the most sagacious of 
parents, say concerning your little boy, 
‘This boy was born to—’ and then indicate 
his destiny? Your boy is a puzzle to you 
—a mystery to you—an unsolved prob- 
lem.” No, the best any of us can do is to 
say, “I hope our boy will turn out to be 
something good.” But of Jesus it was said, 
“He shall save his people from their sins.” 


We give thanks, O God, for sending 
Thy Son into the world to redeem us 
from sin and death. Teach us the glory 
of His truth and lead us in His straight 
paths. Amen. 


Monday, December 20 
READ ISAIAH 9:2-6 


Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for 
Thee.—EMuy E, S. Evuiotrr 


QUR preparations for another Christmas 
are rapidly coming to a climax. I wonder 
if we are making ready for the observance 
of a holiday or a holy day. The true 
Christmas, as someone has said, “is the 
awareness of having experienced a tran- 
scendent emotion—of having seen a star 
or knelt before a manger, or in the house 
where one lives of having seen a tree lit 
with unimaginable glow. This apprehen- 
sion of beauty is the true Christmas.” 


Enable us, dear Lord, to feel some- 
thing of the mystery and splendor of 
Christ’s nativity and to express in new- 
ness of life something of the joy of His 
salvation. Amen. 


Tuesday, December 21 
READ ISAIAH 11:1-4 


O wondrous Lord, my soul would be still 
more and more conformed to Thee. 
—A. CLEVELAND COXE 


IF Christ’s coming needs validation in 
our experience to justify the power of 
simplicity, no better proof is at hand 
than the triumph achieved by Gandhi 
in his crusade of non-violence against the 
British Empire. “After a unique struggle 
extending over thirty years, the British 
withdrew from India suddenly, peace- 
fully, and with dignity, and most extraor- 
dinary of all,” writes Chester Bowles in 
“Ambassador’s Report.” “with the friend- 
ship of the Indian people.” Now more 
than ever the world needs the transform- 
ing secret of Christ’s love. 


O Master, give to us the will to obey 
Thy precepts and the humility to lose 
ourselves for righteousness’ sake. Amen. 


Wednesday, December 22 
READ ISAIAH 11:5-9 
Thou Master Workman, grant us grace, 


the challenge of our tasks to face. 
—Miiton §. LirTLEFIELD 


LAST year a judge in Oklahoma City sent 
Christmas greetings in the form of mock 
subpoenas, commanding whoever received 
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MAKE BELIEVE 


These two little Korean tots in a 
CCF orphanage in Korea, taking 
part in a Christmas play, are just 
making believe they are the char- 
acters they portray. But a year ago 
it wasn’t make believe for them. 
It was all real, too real. The loss 
of their parents and homes, their 
hunger, the cold, the hunting in 
garbage cans and sleeping in door- 
ways, their misery as two among a 
million refugees—all this was piti- 
fully real. They were two little 
suffering victims of a war that had 
ruthlessly taken from them every- 
thing a child needs and left for 
them—nothing. 

But orphanage workers rescued 
them and clothed and fed them and 
gave them shelter and schooling 
and love. And taught them about 
the Star of Bethlehem and about 
Joseph and Mary and the Christ 
Child. 

Christian Children’s Fund has in 
its Korean orphanages 8,000 happy 
and well cared for children like 
these two youngsters. But there 
are still 50,000 Korean children 
who are homeless. The destruc- 
tion was so complete. Back and 


forth rumbled the super-tanks and 
super-guns and super-efficient 
bombs and napalm sprayers, crum- 
bling and burning homes and lives 
while the children who did not die 
whimpered in fear and terror in a 
destroyed world without love. 

These surviving Children, who 
are still homeless, can be ‘‘adopted.” 
The cost in Korea and in all coun- 
tries where CCF operates is ten 
dollars a month and you will re- 
ceive your child’s name, address, 
story and picture. You can cor- 
respond with your child. Children 
can be “adopted” in CCF orphan- 
ages around the world; in the fol- 
lowing 28 countries: Austria, 
Borneo, Brazil, Burma, Finland, 
Formosa, France, Free China, 
Greece, Hong Kong, India, Indo- 
china, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jor- 
dan, Korea, Lapland, Lebanon, 
Macao, Malaya, Mexico, Okina- 
wa, Pakistan, Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, United States and Western 
Germany. 

Established in 1937, Christian 
Children’s Fund is the largest 
Protestant orphanage organization 
in the world. 


For information write: Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke 


CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S FUND, INC. 
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I wish to “adopt” a boy [J 
D girl for one year in 


(Name country) 

I will pay $10 a month ($120 a 
year). Enclosed is payment for 
the full year [J first month [. 
Please send me the child’s name, 
story, address and picture. I un- 
derstand that I can correspond 
with the child. Also, that there 
is no obligation to continue the 
adoption. 

I cannot “adopt” a child but 
want to help by giving f.............. 

Gifts of any amount are 
welcome. 


RICHMOND 4, VIRGINIA 


Please send me further information... 


DUA VIB. Bisa cacocesecestaiicibnienscdeectsteatteisesespsasecersotsuvetiouacasias 


Gifts are deductible from income tax. 
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cover of shiny Kromekote over board. 
An easy way for the youngster to build 
up a good Bible vocabulary 
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MY PICTURE BIBLE 

Brand-new, entertaining, and edu- 
cational book of Bible stories in 
picture-strip form. Illustrations in four 
beautiful colors. 32 pages, 81% x 11 
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Junior children; others enjoy them too. 
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BIG — 234 stories, 608 pages. 

COLORFUL — 36 colored pictures, plus 114 
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READABLE — Language is simple, charming. 

HELPFUL — Self-pronouncing, animated maps 
(lots more, including Questions and 
Answers, in styles “B’ and “C”). 

SAFE — Endorsed by leaders of all denomi- 
nations. Praised by parents and teachers. 
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the card “to appear on the 25th day of 
December, before all persons whom you 
contact, especially your friends and loved 
ones, to be happy in commemoration of 
the birth of our Lord and Saviour.” Some 
people mistook the card to be a legal 
summons and got downright angry. But 
after all, Christmas is a divine summons 
to the best that is in us. 


Heavenly Father, once again let the 
song of the angels echo in our hearts and 
draw us in praise and adoration to the 
manger of Christ. Make us faithful in His 
name. Amen. 


Thursday, December 23 
READ MATTHEW 2:1, 2, 9 


O Lord, in work that gives effect to 
prayer, Thy: purpose for the world we 
share.—MiLton S, LitTLEFIELD 


HAVE you thought much about the star 
of Bethlehem? Its strange appearance and 
its baffling splendor have engendered all 
sorts of explanations. Almost yearly we 
are introduced to stellar phenomena 
equally amazing and magnificent—for ex- 
ample, the discovery by Mt. Palomar 
astronomers of a titanic stellar explosion 
that occurred about 20,000,000 years ago. 
There is one difference: the star the 
ancient wise men saw led them to the 
birthplace of Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. 


Blessed Jesus, fill us with the knowl- 
edge of God and make us fit instruments 
for the manifestation of Thy grace and 
truth so that men may see Thee-in our 
lives. Amen. 


Friday, December 24 
READ MATTHEW 2:11-14 


Give us, Lord, a conscience bold and 
good; give us a purpose true. 
—Jay T. STocKING 


ON THIS day before Christmas it is 
fitting to consider what Ernest H. Jeffs, 
London editor, says: “Christmas Day still 
stands central and changeless. It is the 
Day of the Fact. Whatever you may think 
about Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ did come 
into the world on the first Christmas Day. 
Nothing can alter the Fact.” For over 
nineteen centuries that Fact has baffled 
and challenged and changed the hearts 
of men. It holds for men in this present 
age the same supreme hope that it held 
when it happened. 


Lord Jesus, come into our hearts anew 
and with renewed blessing; come in to- 
day, come in to stay, come into our hearts 
and the hearts of all men everywhere 
in the world. Amen. 


Christmas Day. December 25 
READ LUKE 2:6-12 


Good Christian men, rejoice: Jesus Christ 
is born today!—CuristMas CAROL 


CHRISTMAS Day! How much lasting 
happiness, how much abiding joy, how 
much inner peace it brings depends on 
whether you, like the ancient shepherds, 
can hear the angels singing and whether, 
like the ancient wise men, you can 
glimpse something of the brightness of 
the Glory Star. What difference whether 


When writing to advertisers please mention CHRISTIAN HERALD 


you have received the gifts you wanted 
or any gifts at all? The important thing is 
whether you are able to give gifts, in 
His name and spirit, to those about you 
and to His kingdom. 


Glory to God in the highest! Thanks 
be to Thee for the gift of Thine only Son. 
Grant that this day we may possess wis- 
dom, understanding and grace in His 
name. Amen. 


Sunday, December 26 
READ ROMANS 12:9-13 


It is a beautiful necessity of our nature 
to love something.—Douc.Las W. JERROLD 


THE supreme necessity of love is under- 
scored at Christmas. About a year ago a 
Toronto scientist reported how he found 
“that infant laboratory rats which were 
petted for a few minutes each day during 
their early babyhood grew up to be 
smarter and healthier rats than those of 
the same strain which were not petted.” 
It is a truth so old and well-established 
that we take it for granted and neglect it. 
Of course when we do discount it, we 
pay dearly. 


Father, impart to us the secret of 
divine love and teach us diligence in 
making this secret known by thought, 
word and deed in our relationship with 
others. Amen. 


Monday, December 27 
READ ROMANS 13:10-14 


Temperance and labor are the two best 
physicians of man. 
—JEAN JACQUES RoussEAU 


IN LOOKING forward to the New Year 
we instinctively plan to achieve higher 
goals and live better lives. A good place 
to begin is with our habits, both physical 
and spiritual. The shackles of alcoholic 
drink are for some the great challenge; 
for others it is bondage to chain-smoking; 
for still others it is serfdom to evil in the 
guise of envy, jealousy, hatred, greed, 
pride, bickering and reviling. Whatever 
it is that mars the glory of life, now is 
the time to be rid of it. 


Search us, O God, and try our hearts; 
prove us and try our thoughts; redeem us 
from every wicked way and lead us 
throughout the year ahead in the way 
everlasting. Amen. 


Tuesday, December 28 
READ I SAMUEL 28:15-18 


To find his place and fill it is success 
for a man.—Pui.res BRooKs 


THE approach of the New Year brings 
great expectations on one hand and on 
the other profound regrets. The régrets 
stem from the fact that the closing year 
was not brighter with accomplishment 
and more significant with blessing. No use 
wasting time, however, on what “might 
have been.” Many lives, like King Saul’s, 
not only “might have been” but would 
have been different if the opportunities 
of each new day had been seized aright 
and turned to good account. Today, then! 


Father, open our ears that we may hear 
the word of command and in obedience 
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rise up to fulfill it. Give us new resolve to 
serve Thee henceforth with thanksgiving 
and joy. Amen. 


Wednesday, December 29 
READ I CORINTHIANS 4:1-4 


Every man is useful to his kind by the 


very fact of his existence. 
—THOoMAS CARLYLE 


DEEP in the heart of each of us is the 
urge to be responsible for high and im- 
portant things. Whether we relish the 
idea or not we will be responsible for a 
great deal that happens in 1955. Leo, in 
a recent novel, uncovers the heart of the 
situation before us when he analyzed his 
own plight: “Since he saw the facts and 
understood their possibilities, wasn’t it his 
responsibility?” Of course, accepting re- 
sponsibility involves heartbreak and sac- 
rifice, but if it is faithfully fulfilled it can 
bring strength and peace of mind as well. 


Dear Lord and Saviour, Thou didst 
take upon Thyself the sin and sorrow of 
mankind. Give us faith to bear the cross 
which is ours and bestow victory at last. 
Grant us Thy blessing this day, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 


Thursday, December 30 
READ JOB 36:26-33 


We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, 
not breaths.—Puitip J. BAILEY 


A NEW YORK court rendered a de- 
cision last year that will be remembered 
for a long time. It ruled unanimously that 
a woman’s age is “singularly relative” and 
the exactness thereof is irrelevant beyond 
proving that she is not a minor. If the 
truth were known, a great majority of 
people would be satisfied if the passing 
of the years made no noticeable difference 
in their ability to run to the train or eat a 
hearty dessert or indulge in outdoor 
sports. Yet it is within the realm of the 
spirit, not the flesh, that the final victory 
is attained. 


Thou, O Lord, art able to rule and over- 
rule in our little systems. Give us now 
hope and salvation that the days of our 
years may redound in honor to Thy name. 
Bless us for the sake of Him tho died 
to save us. Amen. 


Friday, December 31 
READ GALATIANS 4:6-11 


Beyond the dim unknown standeth God 
within the shadow. 
—JAMEs RussELL LOWELL 


RING out, wild bells! Ring out the old 
year, ring in the new! If all the hopes 
and good resolves vowed to in the holy 
hush of this time-line between 1954 and 
1955 were to come to pass, you may be 
sure the millennium would be here. At 
least, as far as you and I are concerned, 
it will be a New Year of untold mercies 
and unmeasured love if we abide in God 
and God abides in us. 


Jesus Saviour, pilot us over the tem- 
pestuous seas of uncharted time and 
bring us according to Thy will to heaven’s 
land in final victory and everlasting peace, 
we ask in Thy name. Amen. 
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For Your Christmas List 


A subscription to The Upper Room, with a page for 
each day in the year, makes a most appropriate 
Christmas gift. Just mail us your gift list of names 
and addresses, with 50 cents for each name, and 
we will send each a gift card in your name and The 
Upper Room (six bi-monthly issues) for one year. 


Use The Upper Room also as your Christmas Greet- 
ing Card, and as an enclosure with other gifts. 
We will send you 17 copies of the January-February, 
1955, issue with Christmas envelopes for $1.00. 


Handsome processed- 
leather cover cases, 
to hold The Upper 
Room, $1.00 each, 
postpaid. (Please 
print carefully name 
to be inscribed in 
gold on cover.) 
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Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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Start the New Year right 


What better New Year's resolution than “I will 
give, each day, a few minutes to devotions”! Use 
The Upper Room as your daily devotional guide. 
You will find its meditations, Scripture, prayers, and 
thoughts-for-the-day meaningful and inspiring. Use 
it to build a family altar in your home. Send it to 
your young people away from home, to unite them 
in daily worship with their loved ones. 


Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per copy. 
Individual yearly subscriptions, 50 cents, two years 
$1.00. Airmail edition for youth and for men and 
women in the service, same price. January-Febru- 
ary issue now ready for mailing. Order TODAY. 
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FREE STYLE DISPLAY 

Make EXTRA MONEY introducing world’s cutest 
dresses, jeans, playwear, shirts, ete. Mothers 
thrilled, order on sight from big selection latest 
adorable styles for children ltol4 years. Amaz- 
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per copy 
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Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair prices. Mention whether 














A subscriber from Palm Beach, Florida, 
writes: “I have tried many so-called lesson 
helps, but none satisfied as does The Sunday 
School Times.” 





In addition to the weekly lesson helps the 
Times offers answers to many problems con- 
fronting the Christian, and it brings to sub- 
scribers many special articles of importance. 


Subscription rates: Single subscription, $3.00 a year. In clubs of five or more, $2.50 each per year 
(in U. S. dollars). In Canada: add 25c for postage. 


Special Introductory Offer: 18 weeks for $1.00. (In Canada, $1.10.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., Box 177H - - 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Who Cares About A 
War-Blind Orphan? 





He was just 4 years old when war in 


Korea left him blind and alone in a 


dark, shattered world. WHO CARES? 


Christians care.......... in Korea! 
Taken to the Taegu School for the 
Blind and Deaf, he was looked after, 
loved, taught to take care of himself, 
given the Eternal Light of Jesus 
Christ who made the blind to see. 


Christians care........ in America! 
The JOHN MILTON SOCIETY, 
agency of the Protestant Churches in 
world-wide service to the blind, sent 
help to this school in Korea, as it does 
to Christian Schools and homes for 
the blind in 19 countries, 


Yes, Christians care! They remember 
that Christ said helping one of these 
little ones is truly helping Him. 


Christians care at home, too. Through 
the JOHN MILTON SOCIETY they 
bring the light of Christ to blind 
people of all ages . .. with free Chris- 
tian literature (including books, 
magazines and Sunday School les- 
sons) in braille and on long-playing 


records. 


This World-W ide Service to the blind 
is supported by voluntary contribu- 
tions. Send coupon below with your 


gift. 


I John Milton Society for the Blind 


| 160 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. | 
I 


l In gratitude for my sight, | gladly enclose $....... 











| to be used in your World Missions to the Blind. 
Name ui aeiaicneeiai i 
| Address z | 
| 2, a cu | 
! | 
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HONEYMOON IN HUITZO 
(Continued from page 26) 


to happen to the boys came up again at 
home—from the boys themselves, 

“You know what I am going to be?” 
asked Toledo one day. 

Charley answered, “No, what are 
you going to be, Toledo?” 

“I am going to sell paletas,” said To- 
ledo. Paletas are sweet ices on sticks. 

Charley took a big breath and sat 
down to broaden Toledo’s vision. 

“Toledo, there was another shep- 
herd boy in Oaxaca,” he said. “Perhaps 
he tended’his sheep on the same hill- 
side you did. He was poor too, But he 
studied like you are now, and he be- 
came President of your country. In 
fact, he started the Republic of Mex- 
ico. He was Benito Juarez.” (Toledo 
now plans to be President of Mexico. ) 

Charley found himself doing less 
and less painting. He was asked to join 
the village school board and, his Span- 
ish now fluent, he began to teach in 
the village school. The first auditorium 
the village ever had was being built, 
and he painted the backdrop for its 
new stage. 

Charley and Marjorie loved to pile 
the kids in the car and make excursions 
to other villages. Sometimes they went 
to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec in the 
narrow part of Mexico, to camp on the 
open Pacific beach. 

They took the boys to see the fabu- 
lous ruins of the ancient cities of Monte 
Alban and Mitla. Here, Charley told 
them, were the great cities which ex- 
isted long before the Spanish came to 
America. Monte Alban’s carved stone 
structures, with their massive flights of 
steps and columns, spoke of a highly 
civilized people living at the time of 
Christ; their knowledge of astronomy 


. 


was more advanced than that of the 
Europeans of their time. Charley’s fos- 
ter sons, pure Indians, were descend- 
ants of the same tribe. 

It was thus that Charley, with the 
help of his boys, found his own course 
for the future. “We had encouraged 
the boys to have great ambitions; we 
had told little Toledo that he couldn't 
be a paleta vendor,” Charley says, 
“But what was I doing? I had just 
about given up painting and was 
spending all my time at the ruins—or 
thinking about them.” 

So Charley made his decision. He is 
going to become an anthropologist. “I 
want to study these ancient people 
from whom our boys are descended— 
the Zapotecs, the Mixtecs, the Mayas,” 
Charley says. This winter, using the 
fluent Spanish the boys have helped 
teach him, Charley is going to the Uni- 
versity of Mexico’s Instituto de Antro- 
pologia—a world-famous school of 
anthropology. The boys, of course, will 
stay with the Furrs. 

“They are all going to have a chance 
at the University themselves some 
day,” Marjorie declares. And from her 
tone you can be sure they will. No 
paleta sellers in the Furr family. 

“We really are a family now,” says 
the proper young lady from Boston, 
who is expecting a baby of her own. 
“But you know, we owe more to the 
boys than they owe us. We were a 
couple of spoiled art students when 
they found us—we were wrapped up in 
ourselves. Now Charley has found a 
career, and I like to think I am a more 
human person. It has been a great les- 
son we have learned from our boys— 
on our honeymoon.” THE END 


THE PROPORTIONS OF CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from page 19) 


booths nor in the temporary displays 
where women sat on the ground. with 
their colorful woven shawls and reed 
baskets bulging with red and green 
fruits. We had been advised to seek 
the flower section, where seasonal 
goods were also sold. So, speaking the 
universally understood “Hello,” and 
hearing in return, “Buenas dias,” we 
pushed our way through mounds of red 
gladioli, Always there was a shaking of 
heads. One shopkeeper even pointed 
to a calendar, indicating I was cer- 
tainly out of step with the season even 
to think of trying to buy a Christmas 
article in October. But we continued to 
ask, and to be turned away. 

At the far corner of the square, we 
were attracted to a little shop by the 
sound of squawking chickens in a bas- 
ket. We turned in past a smiling dark- 


skinned Jad of around six and his little 
sister of four who sat outdoors eating 
a piece of brown tortilla. They bounced 
to their feet and followed us, while 
their mother concluded her bargaining 
with a customer. On the shelves of the 
shop were rows of little figurines. 
Once more I said, “Mesterio para 
Nacimiento,” and the eyes of the 
woman shopkeeper this time lighted 
with appreciation. She turned to reach 
to the highest shelf of her little store 
and as my eye followed her hand I 
nodded delightedly to my husband. 
On the top shelf was a set of five 
pieces: the familiar figure of the be- 
loved Child in the manger, an adoring 
mother, the kneeling father, patient 
burro and the gentle cow. 
Apparently the shopkeeper loved 
(Continued on page 52) 
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“| WISH it were Christmas tomor- 
row!” sighed Sue. “It’s such a 

long time away—I just can’t wait.” 
“Goodness me,” said Mother, “I 
wish it were fifty days away, instead of 
only twenty-five—let alone tomorrow.” 

And Mother gave a play shudder, 
Sue couldn’t understand her mother 


sometimes. Why, she asked herself, f 


would anyone not want Christmas to 
be tomorrow? Then she started dream- 
ing of all the things she wanted and 
hoped would be under the Christmas 
tree for her, The more she day- 
dreamed, the more impatient she be- 
came. 

“Oh bother—oh fiddle,” came from 
her lips before she realized. 

“What’s the matter, dear?” asked 
Mother who was sewing quietly. “Are 
you still worrying yourself over the 
fact that Christmas is so far off?” 

Sue nodded unhappily. Then she 


asked, “Mother, why don’t you want 
Christmas to be tomorrow?” 

“Well, for one thing, I wouldn't 
have time to finish this apron for Aunt 
Kate, I’m going to embroider a poin- 
settia on the pocket which will look 
lovely on this green material. Then 
there is the box to get ready for Mr. 
and Mrs, Jones who are working with 
the migrants, you remember we talked 
about that—then there is Daddy’s pres- 
ent to make—and—” 

Sue nodded rather indifferently. 
Grownups always have so many rea- 
sons. “But what’s there for me to do?” 

“You're right, Susan, there’s nothing 
for you to do but wait.” Mother’s voice 
sounded funny, as though she didn’t 
mean what she said. Then it changed. 
“Unless of course, you get a different 
idea about Christmas, It’s a time for 
giving—not getting! If you just sit 
around and wait, it will seem long and 
what’s more you are going to miss the 
real joy of Christmas. That I don’t 
want to happen to my little girl, Part 
of the joy of Christmas comes from the 
preparation for it. You certainly are 
old enough this year to help. Let’s get 
a calendar, and with a list of things- 
to-do, let’s make a plan for the next 
twenty-five days.” 


When Daddy arrived home that — 


night there was an air of happy busy- 
ness around the house. Sue had started 
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checking off the schedule. She was 
working on figures for the créche 
which was to be on the sideboard in 
the dining room, Excited and happy, 
she came to dinner, bubbling over 
with all the ideas and plans for the 
days ahead. Proudly, she showed her 
father the calendar and the list she 
and Mother had worked out: 


Make a creche: figures of clay and painted 
stable of twigs, filled with hav (dried 
grass). 

Make Christmas cards. 

Sew stockings for migrant box (using 
bags oranges come in and bright green 
wool). 

Shop at dime store for small toys to fill 
stockings. 

Bake cookies—Sue to help cut out and 
decorate them. 

Make popcorn balls for Children’s Home 
Christmas party. 

Make wreath for Mrs. Terence who lives 
all alone. 

Gather greens for decorating house. 

Read stories about Christmas. 

Learn some new carols to sing Christmas 
Eve. 

Sue’s private list: 

Make gifts for Mother, Daddy, Aunt Kate, 
Grandmother. 


Look at the end of this story and 
you ll see what Sue’s idea was for mak- 
ing gifts, It might help you. 

Sue was so busy that the days flew 
by. Finally, the last box was sent, the 
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last card addressed, the tree was trim- 
med and Christmas Eve was here. 
After dinner, Mother, Daddy, Grand- 
mother, Aunt Kate and Sue went into 
the living room, and the candles were 
lit. Then Daddy got the Bible and read 
the Christmas story. He read some 
special poetry and together they prayed 
a Christmas prayer. Sue and Mother 
sang one of the new carols they had 
learned, then everybody sang, “O 
“Little Town of Bethlehem.” Father 
read a Christmas story Sue had chosen, 
Then after singing “Silent Night,” Sue 
went to bed. 

Settling herself happily under the 
covers, Sue thought, Christmas is to- 
morrow! It really was true that think- 
ing about what to give instead of what 
to get is what Christmas really means. 


Sue’s Gift Idea: Book markers! 
Using last year’s Christmas cards, she 
cut out angels and poinsettias. Laying 
them on cardboard (the ones that come 
from the laundry on Daddy’s shirts) 
she traced two for each bookmark. 
Then she cut them out, On one she 
pasted the angel or the poinsettia, and 
when it was dry she took a small brass 
brad and fastened them _ together 
through a hole she had made in the 
middle of both pieces of cardboard. 
The marker slips over the page of a 
book and peeks out prettily. 
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For Family Fun! 


ROOK They’re never too young, and never 
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course this outstanding 4-suit card game is 
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THE PROPORTIONS OF CHRISTMAS 
(Continued from page 50) 


this set, and when it had not sold the 
year before, she had not packed it 
away, but kept it on display where she 
could enjoy it. There was not a speck 
of dust on any of the figures, despite 
the dirt and confusion of the market. 
As her hands caressed the pieces, turn- 
ing them over to me, I could sense how 
much she hated to part with them. 

When I asked, “Cuanto?’—“How 
much?”’—the price she named was the 
exact figure I happened to have in my 
purse for this purchase. 

I took out a bill and handed it to her 
across the table. She wiped her hand 
across a strand of dark hair on her per- 
spiring forehead and looked at me in- 
tently as though she knew I understood 
how much she would miss the figure of 
Mary with the blue cape over her 
white robe. 

The little children were rummaging 
now through big wicker baskets on the 
floor. Presently the boy came up from 
the bottom with a tiny white angel, a 
golden scroll in hand. Little sister 
popped up with a woolly lamb and 
shepherd boy attached to the same 
green ceramic base. My husband 
reached for coins in his pocket to pay 
for the angels and shepherds. 

What else did the scene need? I 
wondered. Suddenly I wished I could 
remember the Spanish words for “three 
kings.” Then I saw in her side case 
three tall kings, tucked away behind 
faded crepe-paper flowers. I pointed 
to them. “Cuanto?” 

A frown crossed her face and she 
shook her head. I put another bill on 
the counter and motioned toward the 
three tall figures of kings on camels, 
their golden turbans and rich blue and 
red robes glittering against the be- 
jewelled boxes on the animals they 
were riding. Again the woman shook 
her head. When my husband started 
to reach for them, thinking perhaps 
they were out of her arm’s reach, she 
spoke a torrent of Spanish, her disap- 
proval, at least, clearly intelligible. 

Suddenly she was silent. Taking one 
of the kings, she placed the figure 
beside the beautiful manger scene in 
front of me. Then she picked up the 
king and held it behind her, hiding it 
from my sight. She brought the king 
back again to the scene, and again im- 
mediately removed it, putting it behind 
her again, and this time barricading 
herself against the adobe wall of her 
little shop. 

What queer actions, I thought. 
Doesn't she want to make a sale? 

Then in a moment of clarity, I un- 
derstood what it was she was trying 
to tell me. Plainly, this woman who 
stood before me with eager face and 
work-worn hands was saying, “Don’t 


buy these three kings to go with this 
lovely manger set, Can’t you see that 
the kings are BIGGER than the other 
figures? Don’t you know that if you 
do this, you will have your eyes always 
on the kings and their presents, and 
never see the Child?” 

Her face framed a radiant smile 
when I humbly managed to say, 
“Gracias, Senora,” and she knew I un- 
derstood. She put her hand on my arm 
and held me there while she motioned 
to her young son and spoke to him 
in rapid Spanish. He placed a chair 
on a box and began to climb until I 
feared for his safety on the makeshift 
ladder. Down he came with a package 
wrapped in newspaper. Inside was an 
assortment of kings, each carrying a 
gift. And as she had known they would 
be, each king was in proper size in 
relation to my other figures. 

Happily she sighed, as she pocketed 
the small change which these figures 
commanded, apparently oblivious to 
the larger bills she might have had for 
the garish kings. Hat in hand, my hus- 
band stood by my side looking at the 
Mesterio para Nacimiento which we 





would be carrying over a narrow-gauge 
railroad, on ocean-going steamer, and 
finally in our own family car back to 
our home. 

As I picked up the package, I spoke 
the two words of our own language 
which are understandable in almost 
any country—“Merry Christmas!” 

There came back from the lips of 
the shopkeeper and her children imme- 
diately the reply, “Feliz Navidad.” 

I hear its echo now as I arrange the 
manger scene on top of the bookcase 
in our California home. I am putting 
it in place early, so that as I do my 
shopping this year I may be reminded 
to keep the true proportions of this 
most important of days. 

This year, I will pay proper honor 
to the true King of Christmas. 

THE Enp 
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PINK HYACINTHS 
(Continued from page 32) 


on the ice, they knew nobody could 
get to Gonzales. But when Uncle Fed 
was a real young man he had been a 
cabinet maker, so now he went home 
and went to work as fast as he could to 
make our baby a coffin. He painted it 
white and dried it in front of his big 
fireplace. Mama had bought three 
yards of the softest white crepe de 
chine to make me a new Easter dress, 
and I gave that to Big Auntie to line 
the little white coffin, We couldn’t get 
word to our preacher, either—because 
the lines were down to the parsonage 
at Belmont, fifteen miles away. He 
only preached at Oak Forest the first 
and third Sundays of each month. 

Somehow all our closest neighbors, 
the Haudoinys, the Solmes, the Carrs, 
and the Lades had heard about the 
baby and were there to go with us to 
the family cemetery just up on the hill. 
The two big boys and I went with 
Papa and we all held each other’s 
hands very tight. 

Some of the neighbors had made 
little round wreaths of cedar and holly 
and tied them with bright ribbons, and 
Mrs. Haudoiny had brought a big, 
square box filled with blooming pink 
hyacinths. In a few weeks there would 
be many flowers in the cemetery for 
it was covered each spring with Indian 
blankets, blue bonnets, and red and 
white phlox. But on this day there was 
only ice and the hyacinths, 

Papa was superintendent of the 
Sunday school and it seemed just right 
for him to stand close by our little dead 
baby and say the Twenty-third Psalm. 
Then Miss Avie, she was about the 
best loved lady in Oak Forest, next to 
my Mama, sang real low and sweet, 
“Jesus loves them, this I know,” and 
after the grave was filled we all walked 
down the hill home. Mama asked me 
to remember everything to tell her 
about the funeral, and I tried to. So 
when we got home I told her every- 
thing, only I think I made it sound as 
if there were about three times as 
many pink hyacinths as there really 
were. 

That night Sara came back, “’Cause 
I had a queerish feeling that a 
was happening to my Miss Alma,” she 
said. Sara fixed lots of good things for 
supper, but only the two little boys 
were really hungry. We took the tray 
of supper into Mama’s room and when 
she smiled we all felt better. We sat 
around the bed and talked a little bit 
while she ate. Papa said we wouldn't 
have a story hour tonight because we 
were all tired. So we had our Bible 
lesson and prayers. Hoptoad said his 
prayer first and we all cried real quiet 
when he asked the dear God to please 
take good care of -our little dead baby 
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Maroon buckram, $6.00 
Genuine leather, gilt % 
edges, gift-boxed, $10.00 
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THIS GIFT BIBLE MAY iTELP 
CHANGE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


Chances are most people on your Christ- 
mas list own a Bible written 343 years 
ago, and filled with old-fashioned expres- 
sions that are hard to understand today. 
Too often, therefore, it lies in their homes 
respected, but neglected. 

Now you can give those you love a 
Bible written in the living language of to- 
day—the great Revised Standard Version. 
Here is a Bible so clear and powerful, so 
easy to read, that it encourages people to 
turn to it far more often. And religious 
leaders praise the RSVB as a more accu- 
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Special feature... 


rate Bible, too. . . because it is based on 
the earliest known manuscripts. 

This Christmas, bring new spiritual 
riches to those you love—give the Re- 
vised Standard Version. As this great 
Bible strengthens their understanding of 
God’s Word, it can bring them—perhaps 
for the very first time—all the help and 
stimulation the Scriptures offer in these 
troubled days. 
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Now: an illustrated RSVB 


Here’s the ideal gift for young ro) 
people: the illustrated RSVB, with 

12 full-page, full-color paintings #:: 
of beloved Biblical incidents, 
PLUS 12 full-page 6-color maps 
showing Christianity’s birthplace. 

The illustrated RSVB has a hand- 
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who had just gone to Heaven today to 
be a new little angel. 

On that February day of long ago 
I learned two things I’ve never, never 
forgotten. Death has never seemed 
strange and unnatural. I always think 
of the one we are burying as being a 
new ange! that day, a new angel that 


* the dear God will welcome and take 


care to make him feel at home. 

Then, on this same night, for the 
first time in my life, I walked across the 
long dark ell to my room by myself. I 
undressed and crawled into bed. And 
I wasn’t afraid that night and I've 
never been afraid of the dark again. 
I learned that it was God’s dark, too! 

THE END 


WHEN THE PENTAGON PRAYS 
(Continued from page 18) 


in the simple chapel and sang together. 

Then there is the case of the Air 
Force captain, hurrying up a ramp, 
who was halted by a private. “Sir, sir, 
I heard you were killed in a crash in 
Morocco!” 

“Nothing doing, kid,” 
officer. 

“Then I’ve wasted a lot of prayer on 
you, sir,” said the private. 

“Then let’s unwaste it,” said the 
captain. “Let’s go and pray for your 
promotion.” And along they went up 
the ramp together. 

More often than not, there is a soft 
crying at the Pentagon chapels, and 
no one turns to stare or pay any mind. 
Usually, it’s a steno married to an of- 
ficer who is overseas. Her fellow wor- 
shipers respect her sudden and plung- 
ing tears. Often wives who have re- 
ceived posthumous medals on behalf of 
their fallen hero-husbands come to the 
chapels and weep quietly, the while 
fingering the bits of ribbons and metal. 
They feel better for having communed 
in an atmosphere close to their dead 
ones. Much better, for they feel closer, 

There have been weddings, joyous 
ones, at the chapels. These are of 
course quiet affairs with an intrinsic 
feeling of the thin wall between 
permanency and impermanency and 
of separation and loss, But neverthe- 
less, they are quietly magnificent, for 
because of the geography of the 
chapel, the overlaying quality of the 
military is ever present. 

The best story of all concerns the 
correspondent in the U. S. of Tass, the 
Russian news agency. He was taken 
through the Pentagon on a kind of 
protocol return visit because a Stars 
and Stripes newspaperman had been 
taken through the Kremlin. He stared 
at the chapels. “Is this a_ secret 
weapon?” he asked jocularly. 

“Yes, it is,” said the Public Relations 
major. “It certainly is, sir.” THe END 
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This $200,000 church grew 
from pennies and _ nickels 
in a unique campaign with- 


out a canvass or a pledge 


Mustard-Seed Sanctuary 


By WILLIAM F. McDERMOTT 


C AN you imagine building a $200,- 

000 church without having a 
canvass or taking a pledge, without 
staging money-raising suppers or ba- 
zaars, without soliciting a dime directly 
from any individual—in short, without 
any form of financial convulsion? 

The attractive modernistic edifice 
of the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Berwyn, Illinois, a sub- 
urb of Chicago, is evidence that it 
can happen. The building fund was 
started as a casual matter and, like 
Topsy, it just “growed”—with the help 
of pastoral sweat and tears. It reached 
the $12,000 mark before the church of- 
ficially adopted the orphan, And the 
congregation didn’t know the cash goal 
it was shooting at until the architect 
figured up the cost of the building the 
members wanted. Then some nearly 
fainted, including the good shepherd of 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, the 
Rev. Karl F. Lohrmann. 

But pastor and people, with charac- 
teristic Lutheran thoroughness, went 
on to the end. The largest regular gift 
(not pledge, mind you) was $5 a week. 
The largest single gift, exclusive of me- 
morials, was $100. 

Pastor Lohrmann, had been brought 
up in the atmosphere of achievement. 
His father, also a Lutheran minister, 
once said to him: “Work hard, son, and 
then work some more. But before you 
do anything, think; then think some 
more. Consecrated brain and muscle 
will multiply your results for the Lord.” 
Karl found his‘ father’s counsel true; one 
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of the results is the new church edifice. 

In 1927 Lohrmann and his growing 
family were snugly ensconced in the 
finest Missouri-Lutheran Synod parson- 
age in the Chicago region; in his Le- 
mont, Illinois, parish, 25 miles from 
Chicago, he had 600 communicant 
members, the edifice was large and at- 
tractive, the church was growing, the 
pastor had just turned forty. To all out- 
ward appearances he was sitting pretty. 
Yet he was restless; inwardly he felt he 
wasn’t struggling or sacrificing enough 
for Christ’s Kingdom. 

One day a Lutheran home mission- 
ary, engaged in planting new churches 
in developing areas around Chicago, 
dropped in for a visit, also for a little 
encouragement. “It always braces me 
up to talk to you,” he once toid Lohr- 
mann, As they chatted, he described 
the hardships and sacrifices of a hand- 
ful of Lutherans who had built a small 
edifice on the rear of a lot in fast-grow- 
ing Berwyn, adjoining Chicago. There 
were only 50 members, all working peo- 
ple, and they were faced with a debt of 
$31,000 on their building. 

“I wish I dared ask you to tackle it, 
Karl,” the missionary ventured, “but 
you have too big and important a 
parish here.” 

“Maybe you won't have to dare me,” 
replied Lohrmann. “I'll let you know.” 
He and Mrs. Lohrmann finally decided 
it was God’s call; there was no doubt or 
hesitancy after that. 

The next year saw the “great up- 
heaval.” The pastor gave up his large, 


influential pulpit, and the six Lohr- 
manns left the commodious home for 
a small, rented apartment. The salary 
of $150 a month had to be stretched to 
keep the family going. 

The debt didn’t weigh on the pastor 
so much as the $90 a month rent the 
congregation was paying for his apart- 
ment. “That money ought to be going 
for something besides rent receipts,” he 
told them. “It would make the pay- 
ments on a house.” 

The church listened, understood— 
and built. 

Another thing pained him: an organ 
was badly needed. 

It was installed. 


The obligation was rapidly growing, 


Pastor Karl F, Lohrmann, Church of the 
Good Shepherd (Lutheran), Berwyn, Ill. 
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but the income was increasing. Each 
succeeding year payments reduced the 
liability until in the early 1940's less 
than $5,000 remained to be paid. 
Pastor Lohrmann began to nurture a 
notion, but he said nothing about it. He 
believes more ground is gained by end 
runs than line smashes. He saw the 
need for a new and commodious build- 
ing was imperative. Hundreds of homes 
had been built in the community, and 
the opportunity to reap a harvest for 
the Lord was at hand. World War II 
was on, and for the time being con- 
struction work was impossible—but, he 
figured, that needn’t bar saving for a 
new building sometime in the future. 
On the other hand, those were hectic, 
uneasy days, and a formal, intensive 
campaign for funds would be psycho- 
logically bad. He just prayed, and 
bided his time. : 


L came one night in 1943, at a meet- 
ing of officers and teachers of the Sun- 
day school: there was a surplus of $100 
in the treasury. The suggestion was 
made that it be turned over to the 
church board for current expenses. The 
pastor saw his chance. 

“Let’s give this matter further 
thought,” Lohrmann said. “You can 
see we are packed in like sardines in 
this small, back-of-the-lot structure; 
the Sunday school can hardly find room 
to breathe. We're going to need a new 
church and Sunday-school building 
some day. Why not use this money as a 
nest egg for a new building fund?” 

“I can’t see it,” said a business man, 
known for his deliberateness. “Here we 
have a debt we ought to clear up, yet 
our pastor is trying to get us on a spend- 
ing deal we know nothing about. I 
think all of us love and honor him, but 
we've got to remember to keep our feet 
on the ground.” 

Lohrmann made no move to argue 
with the brother. He had already pre- 
sented his case and was satisfied to let 
the people decide the issue. 

The net result was a compromise; 
$50 was voted to apply on the debt, 
and $50 was allocated for a new church 
starter. The project was nebulous, un- 
organized and unrecognized, but it was 
under way. 

Two or three months later a member 
who had lost his wife handed Lohr- 
mann a $250 Christmas check in her 
memory. “Do anything you want to 
with it,” he said. The pastor promptly 
allocated it to the building fund. When- 
ever any organization or group within 
the church was looking for a special 
project, the pastor was Johnny-on-the- 
spot with his plea for the “dream.” 

As time went along some of the more 
jocular members of the congregation 
wanted to change the Rev. Mr. Lohr- 
mann’s initials from “K.F.” to “B.F.,” 
giving him the name of Building-Fund 





Lohrmann, The pastor treated his fa- 
vorite subject gaily, disarming opposi- 
tion thereby, People smiled as they re- 
marked, “Pastor is dreaming again,” 
but even as they chuckled, Lohrmann 
kept plugging the theme that “Some 
day, somehow, maybe we'll have a new 
church.” No one denied the project was 
worth while. 

Yet there was the matter of raising a 
large sum of money, and it all had to 
come as gifts. The pastor disdained, 
and the people never would have toler- 
ated the usual money-raising schemes, 
Martin Luther, they felt, would have 
stormed at the thought. 

Individuals handed Lohrmann bills 
now and then, and Sunday school chil- 
dren brought extra nickels and pennies 
for the “building fund.” Occasionally at 
funerals the request went out for “no 
flowers,” memorial gifts to the Good 
Shepherd fund being suggested as a 
substitute. This brought in substantial 
amounts. 

In the latter part of 1944, when a 
campaign was started to liquidate the 
remaining debt of $4,000, it was dis- 
covered that $2,300 reposed in the new 
building fund. A member proposed that 
the money be used to help pay off the 
obligation. 

“Why should we badger our people 
for money to pay the debt, when we’ve 
got enough on hand to pay more than 
half of it?” he argued. “What's the dif- 
ference if we use this $2,300 for the 
debt and then, in a building drive, if 
we ever really decide to have one, raise 
that much more?” 


Lourmann feared that if the 
money went down the debt drain, they 
would sour on launching another cam- 
paign for a new building. Yet he felt if 
he argued the case, he might precipi- 
tate a split among his people. He loved 
a good scrap, but held his peace, trust- 
ing that discussion would result in a 
right’ decision. Then another of the 
church council rose to his feet with the 
clinching argument. 

“We cannot do that,” he said. “This 
money was given for a new building. It 
would be wrong to misappropriate it in 
this way.” Both council and congrega- 
tion voted that money donated for one 
purpose could be used for no other. 

That proved a spiritual bracer for the 
people—and a good push for the build- 
ing fund, which still had no official 
standing. The latter didn’t worry them; 
the cause had really come alive, and 
unsolicited gifts rolled in. By 1946, the 
Good Shepherd folks faced a strange 
situation: they had twelve thousand 
“orphan dollars” in their possession, 
dedicated to a cause that didn’t offi- 
cially exist. 

Pastor Lohrmann could sense also 
that a lot of his people were dreaming 
with him; some had started early, 
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lothers came along later. The leaven of 
ipersuasion was working well. The con- 
igregation was grasping the big idea 
with restrained eagerness. At a congre- 
gational meeting the galloping build- 
ling fund found a place on the agenda. 
A leading member of the congregation, 
who knew both psychology and the 
people, proposed a flank approach. 

“I move the “acceptance of this 
money as the nucleus of a building 
fund,” he said, “and that we appoint a 
survey committee to look over the field, 
istudy the situation in detail, take into 
consideration the future prospects of 
church and parish growth, and recom- 
mend a plan of action to the people.” 


‘There was no talk of a definite fi- 
nancial objective, no suggestion of a 
scheduled building fund campaign, In 
fact, there wasn’t any discussion of con- 
tinuing the informal money raising that 
had been going on for four years—this 
was now 1947—for that was taken for 
granted. 

The survey committee organized 
three. sub-committees: building,  fi- 
nance, and publicity. It resolved to in- 
vest the accruing funds in government 
bonds, both for the interest to be had 
and for protection. Meantime Lohr- 
mann accelerated the collection, but 
engaged in no high pressure. 

“It was a matter of becoming more 
| intensive and more persuasive,” he told 
me. “You can be just as intense in low- 
| pressure activity as in high-pressuring, 
| and get a whole lot further. High-pres- 

sure means bludgeoning down resist 
ance, low-pressure means arousing no 
resistance, or at least very little. With- 
| out scaring the people with talk of a 
big building project and spending a 
huge sum of money, we just practiced 
| Scripture in sowing the mustard seed, 
' the least of all seeds, and then nurtur- 
ing it along until it becomes, like 
Matthew says, ‘a tree, so that the birds 
of the’ air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof.’ ” 

Without the customary intensive 
promotion, solicitation campaign, and 
final clean-up drive, the money raising 
—maybe money giving is more accurate 
—went forward in a quiet and unobtru- 
sive manner. One cannot say that Pas- 
tor Lohrmann did not aid and abet the 
good work in ingenious ways. 

He knew that Missouri Synod people 
are stable and substantial—and also can 
be stubborn, He knew they abhorred 
promissory notes, which church pledges 
really amount to, so he discarded the 
idea. The word “pledge” was never 
mentioned throughout all the years of 
accumulating the building funds; nor 
were pledge cards proposed. Instead, 
Pastor Lohrmann introduced some “in- 
tention cards.” 

“We should know what we can look 

(Continued on page 62) 
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@ Sunday, December 5 


A PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 
PSALMS 130:1-6; 86:3-5, 11-13 


UTHER called Psalm 130 a “Pauline 
psalm.” It is one of four that Luther 

felt echoed Paul’s acute sense of sin 
and unwavering confidence in God's 
forgiving love (Psalms 32, 51, 130, 
143). It is difficult to date the psalms. 
They were gathered into a hymnbook 
late in Israel’s history, after they had 
been used over and over again in the 
liturgies of worship, This psalm clearly 
comes out of a time of trouble. Its 
application may be either national or 
personal. It has marked similarity to 
the prayer of Nehemiah and may have 
been his composition (Nehemiah 1:4- 
11). If so, the “depths” from which 
Israel cried to the Lord were related 
to the captivity. Without hope in their 
God, Israel would be overwhelmed by 
the mighty seas of trouble. 

Sincere believers know the tap root 
of their troubles is in their own sin. 
They do not blame circumstances or 
their enemies for their trials. I heard 
the first address by Martin Niemoeller 
on his visit to America immediately fol- 
lowing the Second World War. He did 
not spare himself or his people. He 
confessed that the German people had 
been blind and proud and failed to 
sense the godless materialism of Hitler- 
ism. He begged forgiveness for himself 
and his people. His confession has been 
repeated by thousands of his country- 
men, Paul, too, “Pharisee of the Phari- 
sees,” indicted Israel for their proud 
rejection of Christ. He shared this sin, 
often remembering that he had _per- 
secuted Christians. He called himself 
“chief of sinners.” His only hope was 
that God in His infinite mercy would 
forgive him. 

Psalm 86 is a mosaic of quotations 
from many sources. Note some of the 
similarities in Psalms 17:1-2; 3:4; 4:1; 
25:1; 180:4, It is ascribed to David, 
but this may mean that it was used in 
worship during his reign. Both of these 
psalms voice the longing for forgive- 
ness characteristic of confessing Chris- 
tians in all ages. When we really sense 
the awful darkness of sin we are like 


By Amos John Traver 


watchmen eagerly looking for the 
dawn of forgiveness. 

The best in us does not merit any- 
thing from our God, The Christian 
standard of conduct is Jesus Christ. 
Who will claim likeness to Him? 
“There is none perfect, no not one.” 
Dr. Moffatt translates Psalm 130:3, “If 
thou didst keep strict tally of our sins, 
O Lord, who could live on?” Every 
service of worship, personal or public, 
should inciude the confession that “of 
ourselves we can do nothing.” Only 
God's grace can save. God in Christ 
comes to our rescue and forgives the 
sins of all who will trust Him. 

This was the faith of the psalmists 
and prophets, They had much less than 
we on which to base their hope of for- 
giveness. We know God as Father of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
We trust the love of our Father God. 
Like the father of the prodigal son, 
He waits for us to return, crying, “Fa- 
ther, I have sinned. . . . Iam no longer 
worthy to be called thy son.” The 
prodigal’s faith was very weak. He 
thought he might be received as a 
slave, But it was enough to bring him 
back to his father. First we must see 
ourselves clearly as unworthy. Then 
we must trust God’s forgiving love. 
“If we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins.” That 
is our confident hope in Christ. 

Forgiveness does not necessarily 
have anything to do with the conse- 
quences of our sin, Often God inter- 
venes, we believe, to soften the just 
punishment for our sin, and to shield 
others who might suffer for our sins. 
It is right for us to pray that He may 
show this mercy. His forgiveness is 
something else. It re-establishes the 
relation of loving sonship which our 
sins have broken, Whatever the hard 
consequences of our sins, we may have 
peace within, knowing that God in 
Christ has wiped the slate clean, 


Questions: 


“That thou mayest be feared”—what 
does this mean? Are we to be afraid or 
scared of God? Or does it mean that we 
reverence God above all else? Give in- 
stances from Scripture where God’s for- 
giveness did not relieve the sinner from 


Based on International Sunday School Lessons; International Bible Lessons 
for Christian Teaching; © International Council of Religious Education 
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suffering the consequences of his sin. 
Compare these with other 
where God did soften the just punishment 
for sin. 


e@ Sunday, December 12 


YEARNING FOR THE LIVING GOD 
PSALMS 42:1-8; 48:14; 84:4, 5; 102:25-27 


I ORAH was the grandson of Ko- 
hath and the great-grandson of 
Levi. While he died in punishment for 
his rebellion against Moses (Numbers 
16), his descendants became influen- 
tial Levites evidently charged with 
composing or arranging liturgies for 
worship. The titles and sub-titles of 
the psalms are probably not entirely 
accurate but represent the tradition at 
the time the psalms were gathered to- 
gether in the Hebrew hymnal, Psalm 
42 is the first in the second main divi- 
sion of the Psalter. The word “Maschil” 
or “Maskil” in the subtitle means poem. 
In the King James Version this psalm 
is titled, “David’s zeal to serve God 
in the temple.” The Revised Standard 
Version omits this though the psalm 
clearly would describe David's longing 
to build the temple and worship God 
in it. It would also voice his longing 
when he was in exile and unable to 
worship in the tabernacle. Certainly 
someone wrote it while in exile prob- 
ably near Dan, where the Jordan rises 
from the roots of Mount Hermon, The 
longing to “appear before God” is re- 
lated to the belief that God was in His 
House. To be unable to worship Him 
there was his deepest sorrow. The 
psalm also expresses the yearning of 
the Jews in captivity and the universal 
wish to find peace in worshiping God. 
Near the end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, Nathan Tate and Nicholas Brady 
collaborated in writing a_ beautiful 
hymn that expresses the spirit of 
Psalm 42. The first verse is: 
“As pants the hart for cooling streams, 
When heated in the chase, 
So longs my soul, O God, for Thee, 
And Thy refreshing grace.” 


The figure of a deer chased by 
hunters and their hounds, panting for 
its breath and longing for water, illus- 
trates the yearning of a believing soul 
for the living God. Not all students of 
this psalm agree that the writer had 
in mind a deer running from hunters. 
It may be a time of drouth, so common 
to Palestine, when the streams are dry. 
In such times man and beast know the 
agony of thirst. Whatever the writer’s 
thought, he pictures intense, desperate 
longing for water. He has known the 
never-ending supply of the water of 
life in the temple. There he has felt 
God’s loving presence and found peace 
for his soul. To be exiled from God's 
House meant an agonizing wish to be 
assured once more of God’s grace, 

It is thought that Psalm 84 may have 
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HOW we HEBREW CHRISTIANS SPEND CHRISTMAS? 


At this Christmas season we are particularly con- 
cerned with the needs of Hebrew Christians in dis- 
tress in Europe, Palestine, and other places where 
our ministry extends. From a mass of letters from 
Europe and Palestine, we quote these brief excerpts 
to elicit prayerful support of our needy work. 

(1) “For us Hebrew Christians life is doubly hard in 
the Holy Land. We are so thankful for all you are 
doing to help us in our struggle to be trie to 
Christ.” 

as (2) “Your food parcels supplemented our inadequate 

Rev. Jacob Peltz diet. Alas! we are now gnawing at the end of them, 
Hungry mouths around me compel me to send you this S.O.S. call!” 

(3) “I tremble when I think of this winter. Inadequate nourishment 
renders cold even more intolerable. Only our faith in God gives us 
strength to endure. Your food parcels are of great encouragement 
to us.” 

(4) “We are caring for 45 undernourished children just now. We are 
so grateful for your loving support of them. Some are refugee chil- 
dren from Berlin.” 

(5) “Your food parcels gave us immense joy and filled us with grati- 
tude. May God reward all those compassionate hearts who relieve 
our need and misery.” 

So many Hebrew Christians are persecuted, tormented, even aban- 
doned by kith and kin because of their confession of Christ. We must 
shepherd and sustain these courageous Jewish Christians who lose all 
for the sake of Christ. Please send your Christmas gift soon. “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 


done it unto me.” 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., 8.D., Secretary 
Canada 


Dept. CH 91 Bellevue Ave. 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


Chicago 25, Ulinois 
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been written by the same poet. While 
Psalm 42 expresses the pain at being 
debarred from the worship of God's 
House, Psalm 84 shouts the joy of those 
who can go to the temple and join in 
its worship. It is like birds going home 
to their nests, There is no longer bitter 
thirst but satisfying water. 

Through all these psalms runs the 
confidence that God is everlastingly the 
same, always awaiting the child of 
faith who will seek His presence. We 
have that same faith made even more 
certain by the Gospel. Peace of mind 
and heart will come only to those who 
yearn for the realization of God’s for- 
giving presence. God offers Himself to 
all, but only the yearning heart will 
accept Him. 

On every hand there are evidences 
of a wider yearning for God, We are 
a disillusioned people. We depended 
on secular foundations to build a 
peaceful world. God was shoved aside 
while man set himself up as his own 
god. He was going to build his world 
in his own strength and wisdom. Two 
world wars and the aftermath have 
humbled the pride of man. Books on 
religion are best-sellers today, Popular 
magazines carry feature articles on re- 
ligion. In America the percentage of 
the population belonging to the 
Church is twice that of 1920 and at- 
tendance also has greatly increased. 
Yet we are a long way from the yearn- 
ing of the psalmist’s “panting hart.” 
Behind the Iron Curtain they know 
what it means to be barred from God’s 
House. God grant that we of the West 
may not need the fires of persecution 
to arouse in us a thirst for the worship 
of God. 


Questions: 


If God is everywhere how do you ac- 
count for the psalmist’s yearning for God’s 
House? Would we keep the sense of God’s 
presence without “places” of worship? 
Just what has my church done to help me 
find peace in God? List some of the ex- 
cuses people give for not attending 
church. How would you answer them? 
Is the restlessness of our age a sign of 
unconscious yearning after God? What 
should Christians do about it? 


e@ Sunday, December 19 


PRAISE FOR GOD’S GIFT 
PSALMS 95:6; 148:1-3, 11-18; 
MATTHEW 1:18-25 


HERE is nothing coldly intellectual 

about Psalm 148. It is a rhapsody 
of exultant praise to God. It reminds 
us of some of the great Negro spirit- 
uals! No doubt this hymn was written 
after restoration from exile and wor- 
ship was re-established in the temple. 
We best understand «"r privileges 
when we have lost the:a, The writer 
must have known something of the 
yearning voiced in Psalm 42. This 
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psalmist had sung mournful, almost 
despairing hymns along the waters of 
Babylon, But now he can go freely 
again to God’s House, Now his nation 
has been forgiven and is restored to 
Jerusalem. Now he sees clearly that 
return from captivity was not due to 
human powers, but was God’s act of 
mercy to His people. So he pours out 
his heart in a paean of praise to God. 

To praise is to prize. Only when we 
know the gift of salvation against the 
background of our utterly lost condi- 
tion, do we really prize God’s love. 
How appropriate this psalm is for 
Christmas! As sinners we were exiled 
from God. Of ourselves we could do 
nothing to save ourselves. God so loved 
us that He gave His only Son to save 
us. Christmas means that he has come 
to save. Then let all creation praise 
Him. The true celebration of Jesus’ 
birth depends on how much we prize 
our Saviour, Our praise rises to the 
heavens because “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself.” 

Christians cannot give up Christmas 
to the lesser meanings the world has 
attached to the day. In themselves 
these lesser meanings are good. Christ- 
mas is a time of good will and giving 
gifts is a beautiful way to express it. 
It is a time to remember the unfortu- 
nates with tokens of our brotherly love. 
It is a time to give children the great- 
est happiness, though we often overdo 
the number of gifts so that most chil- 
dren are confused and spoiled. But 
above all, Christmas is Jesus’ birthday 
and He is God’s supreme gift to us. 

Those who selected our Scripture 
passages no doubt saw the relation 
between Psalm 148 and the Christmas 
story. In the psalm praise comes from 
angels, and there are stars of light, 
cattle, kings of the earth and old men 
and children. Note how all these enter 
the Christmas story. All the beauty of 
lighted trees, greens, flowers, ribbons 
and tinsel—all that helps to make our 
Christmas glorious expresses praise to 
God, The worthy Christmas carols 
center in praise. We give greetings and 
gifts to spread happiness in honor of 
the Babe of Bethlehem. 

The world has almost stolen our 
Christmas festival and dedicated it to 
mammon, This has also been true of 
Easter and other sacred days, Can we 
reclaim the day in its calm simplicity? 
Can we restore to Jesus Christ the day 
of His birthP Can we place praise to 
God in the center of our celebration, 
rather than giving and receiving gifts? 
Can we keep alive the heartfelt spirit 
of praise to God in all we do to make 
the day happy for everybody? Cer- 
tainly progress is being made in that 
direction, Even great corporations are 
devoting their advertising space in our 
popular magazines to the Gospel story. 
Means of mass communication are 
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Dept.219, Chicago 1, Ill. 


freely given to the programs of praise 
to Christ. The unconscious yearning 
for peace of mind and heart that marks 
our generation may find in this Christ- 
mas the only peace that satisfies, May 
each of us prize and praise Christ this 
holy day of His birth! 


Questions: 


Do we praise God enough? How much 
of our prayers are devoted to praise and 
thanksgiving? Or are our prayers mainly 
asking for something from God? The 
Rotary Club has this motto, “Service above 
Self.” How would this apply to the cele- 
bration of Christmas? How did we cele- 
brate Christmas in our church last year? 
How did I celebrate last Christmas? What 


changes would make Christmas, 1954, 
more appropriate? 
@ Sunday, December 26 

THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN 
ECCLESIASTES 1:2, 8, 13; 2:1, 18; 3:16; 4:1; 


5:10-12; 12:1, 13, 14 
CCLESIASTES is ascribed to Solo- 


mon. There are some problems in- 
volved in this assignation, how- 
ever, For instance, there are references 
to the despotic king, corrupt judges 
and an oppressive reign. It is more 
probable that some later writer used 
Solomon’s name to give importance to 
his collection of sayings. Much of the 
book would be appropriate for Solo- 
mon, perhaps written as an old man 
when the sins of his earlier years were 


bearing fruit. “Ecclesiastes” is gener- 
ally taken to mean “preacher.” Some 


translate it teacher, or speaker, or col- 
lector of wise sayings. 

The writer is trying to think through 
his experiences in life to discover what 
lasts, His observations on the varied 
things for which he has lived are 
gloomy. He begins on a note of pessi- 
mism. “Vanity of vanities” describes 
the most of his accomplishments. “Ut- 
terly vain,” Dr. Moffatt translated it. 
The writer has lived for many things 
that now seem to have only temporary 
value. 

What are some of these life purposes 
that were “utterly vain”? An observer 
today would see the same waste of 
precious life on things that do not 
matter. They are wisdom, pleasure, 
wealth, popularity and moderation (in 
this sense, never going out on a limb 
for anything, but playing neutral). 
Ecclesiastes had no clear concept of 
life after death. Old Testament hope 
was quite vague about it, But there 
was no doubt that life was larger than 
the few years lived on earth. This im- 
pressed Ecclesiastes with the foolish- 
ness of spending life on things with 
purely present value. Our New Testa- 
ment faith in the “Father’s House with 
many mansions,” makes the waste of 
time and talents on the transitory the 


more sinful. We begin to live life 
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eternal here and now when we devote 
ourselves to things of eternal value. 

After spending much space discuss- 
ing fruitless living, Ecclesiastes finally 
comes to the conclusion that the whole 
duty of man is to “fear God and keep 
His commandments.” We cannot safe- 
ly choose our life purposes without ref- 
erence to God, We begin by reverence 
to God, not abject fear, but holy awe 
and honest praise. Jesus said it better 
than this ancient writer. Worth-while 
living begins with loving God. 

God’s commandments, summed up 
in the Ten, are not arbitrary rules of 
conduct. Each one is given because 
to keep it is to our advantage, These 
commandments blueprint a wholesome 
and satisfying life. They are God’s 
eternal answer to the question, “How 
shall I live?” In Jesus we have the 
commandments incarnated, that is, in 


the flesh. To be like Him is the highest 


good life can offer anyone. Living in 
Christ’s way will mean that life has 
eternal value. 

As Ecclesiastes looked back on his 
life to see where he had failed his 
Creator, so may we look back on 1954. 
Could we set down the major interests 
of the year, the things for which we 
have spent ourselves? How many of 
them would have any meaning in 
Heaven? Another new year is before 
us. By God’s continual help let us make 
this year have eternal meaning. Let us 
have eternity in our hearts! 


Questions: 


Someone has said that Ecclesiastes was 
the John the Baptist of the Old Testament, 
preparing the way for Christ. Can you 
support that statement? Was the writer of 
Ecclesiastes a pessimist or a realist? Do 
we need more realism in facing the facts 
of life? Discuss some things worth living 
for in 1955. 


MUSTARD-SEED SANCTUARY 
(Continued from page 57) 


forward to in the way of building fund 
gifts,” he announced rather casually 
one Sunday morning from the pulpit, 
“and the committee has designed some 
printed slips so that those of you who 
are willing to indicate what they intend 
to give weekly or otherwise to the 
building fund may do so, It involves no 
obligation of any sort by any one. It will 
help in calculating expected receipts. 
The committee will appreciate the co- 
operation of any and all.” 

Four-fifths of the members signed the 
intention cards, and the total indicated 
a yearly income of $12,000 to $15,000 
for the building fund. The largest “in- 
tention” was for $5 a week; 24 were for 
$2 a week each; the greatest number 
were for 75 cents or one dollar a week 
each. Some Sunday-schoo] children “in- 
tended” five cents a week. By the end 
of 1949 the fund total had reached 
$42,000; in 1950 the “intentions” and 
miscellaneous contributions brought in 
$14,000; 1951, $21,000, and 1952; 
$23,000, or a total of $100,000. Inter- 
est of over $2,000 accrued on the bonds. 

People were tendered opportunities 
for miscellaneous giving to the fund, 
such as a special offering on one’s own 
birthday for the service of the church. 
Lohrmann let drop the idea one time 
that people married in the Church of 
the Good Shepherd might honor their 
anniversaries by gifts to the fund. Many 
couples, on the occasion of the birth of 
their babies, made a thank offering for 
the new building. Organizations in the 
church took pleasure in making “sur- 
prise” donations when their own treas- 
uries could stand a raid. Special offer- 
ings at Christmas and Easter helped 
found that the members who preferred 
swell the building total. And it was 
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not to sign “intention” cards gave sub- 
stantially and regularly. 

Meantime, the committees took 
ample time to develop the building pro- 
gram itself. 

In the early days of the war, when 
the program started to uswfold in Lohr- 
mann’s mind, he envisaged a splendid 
church plant costing around $75,000. 
That figure became more or less fixed 
in his mind. He knew, of course, that 
costs had mounted, but when the archi- 
tect’s estimate of $206,000 was un- 
leashed, it staggered him for a moment. 
Then he realized that half the amount 
needed was already in hand and more 
would be by the time the building was 
finished. He kept his shock a secret, and 
ordered “full steam ahead.” 

The dedication was held in June, 
1953, during the 25th anniversary of 
Lohrmann’s assuming the Good Shep- 
herd pastorate, With anniversary offer- 
ings to enhance the fund, the new 
building mortgage was less than $100,- 
000, with “intention” gifts continuing 
in the established pattern until the ob- 
ligation is liquidated in five to seven 
years. As one member stated: “We've 
got into the habit of giving to the build- 
ing fund, and something would seem 
amiss if we didn’t keep it up. Being in 
the new church will be an added stimu- 
lus to continue the practice.” 

Thus the Good Shepherd Lutherans 
of Berwyn attained their first $100,000 
without a financial convulsion, and fig- 
ure the next $100,000—like the sec- 
ond 100 years of living—will be easier. 

When that is done, they’re wonder- 
ing if Pastor Lohrmann won’t come up 
with another idea to keep the “mustard 
seed” plan of church extension payment 
alive. THE END 
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| A THRILL OF HOPE 


(Continued from page 7) 


struggling to understand what was 
happening inside me. 


O Holy Night, the stars are brightly 


shining. 

It is the-night of the dear Saviour’s 
birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error 
pining, 

Till He appeared and the soul felt its 
worth. 


And then, in the next moment, 
everything was all right. I understood 
in a new, wonderfully complete way 
what I was singing. 


- A thrill of hope! The weary world 


rejoices! 


For yonder breaks a new and glorious 


morn! 


It is still my answer to defeat and 
discouragement—in every season of the 
vear, THE END 


THINGS WE NEVER 
TALK ABOUT 
(Continued from page 28) 





the things that in so many homes go 
untalked. It helped make the final 
experience a bit easier—for both of us. 

Without morbidity, but forthrightly 
and matter-of-factly, you too may arm 
yourself for the day when either you 
will leave or be left. Make a checklist 
to cover your needs, and be sure there 
is a clear understanding on each point. 

1. Insurance: Where are the policies 
owned? What companies and amounts? 
Should funds be withdrawn in a lump 
sum or over an extended period? 

2. Social Security: What probable 
income will accrue from this source? 
Will the survivor know how to apply 
at the nearest Socia] Security office? 
3. Property: Should the house be 
| kept or sold? Will the survivor know 

about the details of management—pay- 

ment of taxes, upkeep of insurance? 
| Should a mortgage be paid off im- 
me diately from insurance proceeds? 

4, Stocks and Bonds: Will these have 
to be transferred to the survivor? 
Should they be sold, held, reinvested? 

5. Funeral: What kind of funeral 
does each want? What director? Ap- 
proximately what amount should be 
spent? Any preferences for the service 
details? Where should interment be 
made? What kind of grave marker is 
desired? 

6. “In case of death”: How does the 
survivor have the will probated? What 
about money for immediate expenses? 
Who should be notified? 

If it seems hard to you to face up 
to such topics now, together, be sure 
that it will be much harder some day to 
do it alone. THe Enp 
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The 34th annual volume of this outstand- 
ing commentary on the International Sunday 
School Lessons contains an abundance of 
fresh, interesting and useful materials which 
make lessons a joy to prepare. Features 
include: 


@ Complete lesson plans 
@ Striking illustrations 

@ Evangelical emphasis 

@ Famous Hints to Teachers 
@ Visual-aid suggestions 


And—a discussion of the Christian approach 
to sex and alcohol which is truly a Biblical 
answer to the Kinsey Report. $2.95 
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Reviewed by 
DANIEL A. POLING 


NOW I CAN TELL, by Bishop Quentin 
K. Y. Huang (Morehouse Gorham, 222 
pp., $3.50). 


The most eloquent, terrifying and com- 
pletely convincing volume that has come 
out of China since the Communists cap- 
tured that vast land. The author is a 
Bishop of the Holy Catholic Church in 
China—the Chinese branch of the Angli- 
can Communion. On these pages he tells, 
in simple, direct but flaming words, the 
story of his arrest, imprisonment and tor- 
ture by Chinese Communists. He tells 
too how, while his mind was still his own, 
he decided to deceive his captors into 
believing that he would consent to their 
vicious demands, become their religious 
leader and organize their satellite church. 
On his knees he reached this decision. 
Then, rising from his knees, he moved 
out to get the facts and, escaping with 
them, he now tells the story: forty-three 
million of his brother Chinese killed by 
this atheistic fury; 29 Chinese clergymen 
shot to death in Peiping on April 30th of 
this year. But even more impressive is 
the Bishop’s interpretation of the philoso- 
phy of the Chinese people, with his con- 
clusion that they will never accept the 
alien philosophy of Communism nor bow 
the knee at last to their present con- 
querors. 

China is in revolution right now and 
needs only leadership and equipment to 
rise and throw off the Red yoke. This is 
the conclusion of Bishop Huang, who is 
now associated with the Episcopal Church 
in Washington, D. C. I have met mem- 
bers of his lovely family, from whom he 
was separated for 98 weeks. 

Our Family Bookshelf is fortunate be- 
yond words in having this as its selection, 
now fresh from the press. 


MY SEVERAL WORLDS, hy Pearl S. 
Buck (John Day, 407 pp., $5). 


Certainly this is the most mature 
volume, the most brilliantly written book 
among all the works of Pearl S. Buck. A 
Nobel Prize winner standing upon the 
high vantage of her long and distinguished 
writing career, looks back and brings for- 
ward into now her experiences, her sor- 
rows, her achievements, which center in 
two worlds. Between these backs she 
deals with everything and yet, after more 
than 400 pages, one is left eager to know 
more. In public matters, in political 
affairs, Miss Buck is both naive and 
prejudiced. Also she seems unable to be 
objective. She cannot tolerate any dis- 
agreement with her opinions. She clings 
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to the old commitments that brought her 
pain before her severance from her mis- 
sionary high calling. But she does say, “I 
have never been an evangelical mission- 
ary and indeed abhor the general notion. 
And yet I know very well that my mission- 
ary beginnings have shaped in me... .” 
Perhaps she would have been happier had 
she not moved too far from those evan- 
gelical beginnings. Always resolute and 
pragmatic, she does not hesitate to tangle 
with the kings and captains, the phi- 
losophers and the social scientists. Her 
judgment passed on the Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek runs counter to that of 
another American, former Ambassador 
John Leighton Stuart, whose biography, 
“Fifty Years in China,” is just off the 
press, Stuart als6 is critical of Chiang, but 
he concludes, “History will be kind to 
him.” Miss Buck concludes otherwise. But 
on these pages is exquisitely beautiful 
writing and rich enjoyment of reading. 


THE POWER OF POSITIVE THINK- 
ING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, by Nor- 
man Vincent Peale (Prentice Hall, 214 
pp., $2.95). 


Everything that Dr. Peale writes is, I 
think, immediately important and attrac- 
tive to readers in all age levels. I did not 
believe that he could make his  best- 
seller, “The Power of Positive Thinking,” 
any more attractive to young people 
than it definitely is. But now he has writ- 
ten beyond my “belief”! He has done a 
special rewrite, an adaptation of this most 
popular of all best-sellers in the non- 
fiction field. The illustrations are new— 
drawings as well as the editorial matter. 
But if the publishers think that they will 
confine this volume to teen-agers, I 
prophecy that they will discover them- 
selves happily mistaken. Again Dr. Peale 
has written in such fashion as to capture 
the enthusiastic attention of everyone. 


MacARTHUR 1941-1951, by Maj. Gen. 
Charles A. Willoughby and John Cham- 
berlain (McGraw-Hill, 425 pp., $5.75). 


Here is the book for which MacArthur's 
friends and foes alike have waited. 
Documented from the first page to the 
last, it avoids no controversy, spares no 
personalities, however exalted, and moves 
relentlessly to the conclusion that had 
Douglas MacArthur not been recalled as 
and when he was, Red China would have 
been defeated in Korea and the advance 
of Communism in the Far East would 
have been stopped. Here are some of the 
questions that are raised and answered: 
Why did Washington cancel orders to 
bomb the bridges over the Yalu, when 
supplies and men were being poured into 
North Korea? (Right here Clement Attlee 
enters, for just before he went to Russia, 
he boasted that he was behind that State 
Department order.) Did President Tru- 
man consult MacArthur on KoreaP What 
about battle casualties suffered in the 
Korean War and World War II? What 
were MacArthur’s views on Formosa? 
What are the facts of his recall <nd dis- 
missal? These pages reveal for the first 
time the full story of MacArthur’s 
thoughts, actions and decisions on the 
war in the Pacific, the administration of 
Japanese occupation ‘and the Korean 
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War. The book itself is almost as fascinat- 









ing as the remarkable personality it re- | 
veals. I heard General Wainwright say, 
with impassioned eloquence, that Douglas 
MacArthur was the greatest of all cap- | 
tains, greater than Napoleon, Alexander | pro 
the Great—the greatest of all. He not only | nat 
said it but, in vivid, pulse-lifting sen- mu 
tences, he described the campaign that, des 
up to the incredible Inchon landings, Co 
proved his conclusion. And, by the way, tail 
this volume tells how unenthusiastic An 
Washington was over even those landings. ter 
As of the present world crisis, if you miss nol 
this book, then you have missed the book } as 
of the year. | wil 
i if 
FIFTY YEARS IN CHINA, by John | ex] 
Leighton Stuart (Random House, 346 | tai 
pp., $5). ; of 
ere 
This volume, the memoirs of a “mis- ; 
sionary and ambassador,” is of startling TI 
significance here and now. Quite gener- 
ally, I think, it has been the understand- | 
ing of the reading public familiar with 
the pros and cons of the Chinese contro- pl. 
versy, that Dr. Stuart was, if not anti- | oe 
Chiang and pro-Peiping, at least neutral. | mi 
This book is not neutral. It is an all-out, un 
documented and, at times, fervent oppo- ins 
sition to either recognition of Red China of 
by the United States, or admission of of 
Red China to the United Nations. Also bi 
the author puts squarely on the Truman 1¢ 
administration, and specifically on former an 
Secretary of State Acheson, a full share tw 
of responsibility for the defeat of Chiang ar 
on the mainland and the Red triumph Bi 
there, Equally startling is the fact that sti 
General George C. Marshall writes a of 
favorable prefatory note for the book. ul 
Recently, however, General Marshall H 
identified himself with the Committee for | @é 
One Million opposed to recognition of Red a 
China. The introduction by Dr. Hu Shih, fli 
China’s most distinguished modern schol- Ww 
ar, is searching and critical, but also ap- 
preciative. These memoirs cover the dis- T 
tinguished missionary and educational 
career of the author. He was pre-eminent, 
both as a missionary and as an educator. 
AMERICA’S SPIRITUAL RECOVERY, 
by Edward L. R. Elson (Revell, 189 \ 
pp., $2.50). : 
From his vantage point as pastor to 0 
President Eisenhower and to a congrega- Pp 
tion of Cabinet members and other top is 
government officials, Edward L. R. Elson 0 
has written, as of here and now, his Y 
appraisal of America’s “dawning spiritual h 
renaissance.” These pages are a summons 1, ae 
to all Americans who have a living faith 


to make their faith come alive in such a i 
time as this. J. Edgar Hoover, also a e 
parishioner of Dr. Elson, says in his intro- t 
duction: “Dr. Elson is marked as one of c 
the nation’s great preachers and the fact ] 
that he has not lost contact with the man ; 
on the street makes him a great pastor.” i 
And in that sentence you will find the ; 
secret of what Dr. Elson has written. i 


FAITH AND FREEDOM, by Barbara ( 
Ward (Norton, 308 pp., $3.75). 
Barbara Ward is, in the opinion of 
this reviewer, the most articulate states- é 
woman of our time. Her books are all 
brilliantly written. This volume is the 
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best of her growing library. She is pre- 
eminently Christian. She is equally real- 
istic and down to the grass roots of 
contemporary life. For instance, she tells 
us that “unlimited defense of absolute 
property or unrestrained reliance upon 
nationalism offer no answer to the Com- 
munist challenge for they are in fact the 
destructive forces -which helped to bring 
Communism into being. . . .” And cer- 
tainly this should give me and my fellow 
Americans pause: “Today the vast ma- 
terial superiority of the United States is 
not felt in the rest of the world as a moral 
as well as a physical challenge. The West 
will reassert its powers of attraction only 
if its material achievements are seen to 
express a vision of spiritual order.” Cer- 
tainly I do not agree with every conclusion 
of this remarkable woman, but a very 
great and imperative book it is. 


THE STORY OF MY LIFE, by Helen 
Keller (Doubleday, 382 pp., $3.95). 


For character and for her sustained 
place in world regard, Helen Keller is our 
“First Citizen.” She is an_ incredible, 
miraculous personality. Perhaps this vol- 
ume is the “classic of inspirational writ- 
ing.” Another has said it is a “lighthouse 
of hope for the afflicted.” This new edition 
of Miss Keller’s life contains the original 
biography plus her letters from 1887 to 
1901. It has the account of her education 
and that most poignant relationship be- 
tween a little deaf, mute and blind girl 
and Anne Sullivan, who was herself blind. 
But between these backs is more than the 
story of one radiant life—it is the record 
of a dedication to the service of others 
unsurpassed in this or any other time. 
Helen Keller has become eyes for all who 
cannot see, ears for all who cannot hear, 
a voice for all who cannot speak, and a 
flame of inspiration for all men and 
women who ever read her story. 


THE LEATHERSTOCKING SAGA, by 
James Fenimore Cooper, edited by 
Allan Nevins, illustrated by Reginald 
Marsh (Pantheon, 833 pp., $8.50). 


Here is a beautiful volume, a book 
of real distinction that is a major contri- 
bution to Americana. Five “Leatherstock- 
ing” novels, “The Deerslayer,” “The Last 
of the Mohicans,” “The Pathfinder,” “The 
Pioneers” and “The Prairie,” now appear 
in chronological order and the focus is 
on the epic figure of the scout and trap- 
per, James Fenimore Cooper’s immortal 
hero. In these pages we have the full- 
length portrait of Hawkeye, or Deerslayer, 
or Pathfinder—the one and only, the vast 
incomparable of my boyhood. Only non- 
essentials, scenes and passages not related 
to the career of the central figure, are 
omitted. Every vital incident is preserved. 
Included are maps and a bibliography, 
with 57 drawings, numerous vignettes and 
illustrations. This is one of those things 
you have always wanted but never hoped 
to possess. 


GOD’S SECRET ARMIES, by Joseph 
Johnston (Putnam, 268 pp., $3.75). 


A thrilling and, at times, terrifying 
account of the exploits and martyrdoms 
of present day heroes and saints. On these 
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pages men and women from a score of 
sects and three great religions come alive, 
many of them to die before us in 
widespread, unrelenting resistance against 
atheistic Communism. It is a history— 
but more than that—of the movement 
_organized originally by the Jesuits, in 
which religious leaders went into Russia 
and the Satellite countries to infiltrate and 
resist Communism and atheism. Now 
practically all faiths and sects are repre- 
sented in a growing, passionate and, we 
believe, eventually triumphant resistance 
even unto death. “God’s Secret Armies” 
should start a revival of religion to the 
ends of the earth. 


THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS—1955, by Earl L. Douglass 
(Macmillan, 475 pp., $2.95). 


This very complete, thoroughly evan- 
gelical commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons is from the mind 
and heart of an inspiring preacher and 
teacher. The evangelical appeal is stressed 
to the fullest and the spiritual lesson of 
each message is explained in vivid, quickly 
understood language. There are complet 
lesson plans with practical helps to teach- 
ers. I recommend it without qualification. 


MARY: MOTHER OF JESUS OR 
QUEEN OF HEAVEN? by Charles W. 
Amlin (Island Press, 81 pp., cloth $2.25, 
paper $1.25). 


This little book makes successfully, 
from the Protestant standpoint, the clear- 
cut distinction between Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, and Mary, “Queen of Heaven,” 
as generally accepted, if not worshiped, 
by Roman Catholics. However, there is 
a strong party within the Roman Cath- 
olic Church which deplores “excessive 
worship of the Virgin Mary.” A statement 
by Cardinal Emmanuel Suhard, Arch- 
bishop of Paris, defines the issue for 
Roman Catholics. The Archbishop states 
the case thus: “Mary has become every- 
thing. . . . Jesus, her Son, is forgotten, 
and the Holy Trinity totally ignored. .. . 
In its extreme form this is superstition 
and idolatry.” As a Protestant, you will 
not agree with everything between these 
backs, but the volume is most timely. 


THE INVISIBLE WRITING, by Arthur 
Koestler (Macmillan, 431 pp., $5). 


The labored, terrifying, vivid and at 
times repulsive story of a man who de- 
liberately became a Communist and then 
deliberately turned his back upon the 
“lie.” The author is one of the few men 
who lived in the midst of the Red holo- 
caust and who survived both physically 
and spiritually to define and combat the 
terror. There is, I think, no escape from 
the conclusions of this book. 


BY THE POWER OF GOD, by Samuel 
M. Shoemaker (Harper & Bros., 158 


pp., $2). 


A distinguished clergyman, for years 
one of the great figures of New York’s 
pulpits and now having an equally suc- 
cessful ministry in Pittsburgh, details the 
dynamic spiritual change that has taken 
place in younger businessmen, socialites 
and their wives, and some union mem- 
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bers. The author shows how members of 
the church, from all stratas of society, are 
actually putting Christianity to work on 
a day-to-day basis. 


THE HOLY BIBLE IN BRIEF, The King 
James Text edited and arranged by 
James Reeves (published simultaneously 
by Julian Messner, Inc., $4, and as a 
New American Library Mentor book, 
$.50). 


Here is a new arrangement of the 
Bible, beautifully printed for easy, con- 
secutive reading. Arrangement of context 
is a quick guide to subject material. Devo- 
tionally and spiritually, this version is of 
lasting value. 


THE WONDER BOOK OF BIBLE 
STORIES, re-told by David Kyles, 
M.A. (Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd.—John 
de Graff, Inc., 264 pp., $3). 


Here is a title that is fully justified. 
The stories are illustrated with 33 beauti- 
ful color plates and 100 other illustra- 
tions. All illustrations, both those in color 
and those in black and white, are beau- 
tifully and even remarkably true to the 
story content. I particularly like the brev- 
itv of these stories, which, however, does 
not detract from the adequacy of treat- 
ment. It is the finest book of its kind that 
I have vet seen. 


SEPTEMBER MONKEY, by Induk Pahk 
(Harper, 283 pp., $3). 


Within less than the span of a single 
life, under the impulse of the great 
spiritual rebirth, century-old traditions 
and customs crumble. On these pages an 
extraordinary woman tells the extraor- 
dinary and vivid story of her life in the 
old and new Korea. 


DIALOGUES OF ALFRED NORTI 
WHITEHEAD, by Lucian Price (At- 
lantic-Little Brown, 396 pp., $5). 


The most distinguished personality of 
his generation in the broad area of, Chris- 
tian philosophy walks out of these pages 
with full-statured intellectual and _ spir- 
itual authority. Johnson had his Boswell, 
and Whitehead is fortunate in having his 
Lucian Price. This book is all too brief— 
and that statement suggests the quality of 
it. You will not agree with many things 
Alfred North Whitehead has to say, but 
if vou read this book vou will find in- 
tellectual enrichment, moral and spiritual 


refreshment. 


TITE JEWS IN AMERICA: A HISTORY 
by Rufus Learsi (World, 382 pp., $6). 


Ilere is the documented chronicle of 
the first three hundred years of the Jews 
in America. The story itself is part of the 
American dream and the author has built 
the dream into a vision and prophecy. The 
book belongs in every important library 
of America. 

TIE WHITE GATE, by Mary Ellen 

Chase (Norton, 185 pp., $3). 

Here is a delightful and immensely 
popular author at her vivid best. Now she 


brings us adventures in the imagination 
of a child. How lovely is the writing! 
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02289x Refer- 

ence Bible. Clear, 
easy-to-read type, 
Morocco, half cir- 
cuit, leather lined. 

Concordance. 5 x 7% 
x 13/16”. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. 


Black, $13.00. In blue , F 
or red, $13.50. — 2 


P 


Bai are no greater gifts to offer a loved one at Christmas 
than the hope, strength, and guidance of the Holy Bible... 
and no finer way to give them than in an Oxford Bible. For 
nearly three centuries, Oxford has dedicated the art of skilled 
craftsmen to the Bible. Oxford perfected India paper for 
Bibles, and its famous Ultrathin is still unequalled for thin- 
ness, strength, endurance, and opacity. For these reasons, the 
Oxford imprint on a Bible is the mark of first quality. 


C / More than 150 styles pried ‘from $19 to $265 20 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc. 114 Fifth Avenve, New York 11 


OXFORD —Amercas Gift Bible siice 5675 
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a tower/of strength... 
through nearly 


entury of 
W hristmases 


**The Name of the Lord is a strong tower,’’ 
declared Solomon by the Spirit. 















**Thou shalt call His name Jesus for He shall save 
His people from their sins,’’ stated the Angel. 


From beneath Wheaton’s tall Tower for 

nearly a century, young hearts and brave 

have gone to the ends of the earth with the 
Christmas Story of the Saviour, so that 

those who sit in darkness and the shadow 

of death, might rejoice with us 

in the Light of the World. 

Thank you for helping prepare them to take the 
Name which will be their Tower of strength. 


PRESIDENT 


HEATON COLLEGE 


GRADUATE SCHOOL *® CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 
SCHOOL OF NURSING * WHEATON ACADEMY 
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** For Christ and His Kingdom since 18 


Raise Money Easily and With Dignity 


CORRESPONDENCE NOTES and ENVELOPES 


Boxed—24 sheets and 24 envelopes. Each sheet has a 
photograph of YOUR CHURCH. 


Very easily sold for $1.00 per box. Here is a way to 
make money for your church group - easily and with 
dignity. 

This item is a good seller the year round. 


Dept cH Samples and prices on request. 


SPALDING PUBLISHERS Zitcace sv .trunore 
with Two-n-Three Time Songs 


>» SONGS > ACTIVITY, MUSIC 
> FINGER PLAYS > HYMNS 
> HOW TO TEACH MUSIC 

TO LITTLE PRE-SCHOOLERS 
For the Sunday school Nursery and the home! 


Has 47 hymns and songs for all 
occasions, 13 “finger play activities.” 
Size, 814x11; plastic bound, durable 
cover in brilliant full color, Only 75¢. 
Buy them at your local bookstore or 


PRAISE BOOK PUBLICATIONS 


Dept. CH-124, 65 Central Ave., Mound, Minn. 
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Dr. Poling’s 
Gift Book 
Suggestions 


A Wor.p In Travalit, by T. B. Maston 
(Broadman Press, $2.25). 
“This author surveys objectively the 
world scene. Believing firmly in di- 
vine revelation, he puts God at the 
center of human affairs.” 


AMERICA’S SPIRITUAL RECcOvERY, by 
Edward L. R. Elson (Revell, $2.50). 
“The pastor to President Eisenhower 
and to a congregation of Cabinet 
members has written his appraisal 
of our ‘dawning spiritual renais- 
sance.’ A summons to Americans to 
make their faith come alive.” 


BEYOND THE HunGry Country, by 

Louise A. Stinetorf (Lippincott, 
$3.50). 
“One of the most important novels 
of this year. The author has taken 
her love and respect for Africa and 
its people, and from them woven a 
fascinating, gripping tale.” 


BLow THE WIND SouTHERLY, by D. E. 
Stevenson (Rinehart, $3). 
“Written by an author as seasoned 
in craftsmanship as she is in sensi- 
tive ideals, this story has just about 
everything, including a love story 
that melts the heart.” 


Tue Book or Prayers, edited by Leon 
and Elfrieda McCauley (Dell, paper- 
bound, $ .25; Crown, clothbound, 
$1.25). 

“Indispensable for the moods and 
occasions of daily life. The finest ar- 
rangement of prayers I have found.” 


THE DoLLMAKER, by Harriette Arnow 
(Macmillan, $5). 
“An uneducated but ‘sensitive and 
imaginative’ woman_ stands fast 
against all the tides that beat upon 
her. Another and perhaps greater 
psychological novel by the author 
of “Hunter’s Horn.” 


THE Fay or a Titan, by Igor Gou- 
zenko, translated from the Russian 
by ‘Mervyn Black (Norton, $4.50). 
“A tremendous story by the Russian 
spy who finally chose freedom and, 
in doing so, put the democratic 
world in his debt.” 


GoL_pEN MoMENTs oF RELIGIOUS 
INsPrRATION, edited by Ruth M. 
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Elmquist (McGraw - Hill, $3.75). 
“A ‘treasury of faith’ from Christian 
Herald, including a choice collection 
of inspirational material.” 


How Our BrsLt—E CAME TO Us, by 
H. G. G. Herklots (Oxford, $3.50). 
“The romance of the Bible, thrilling, 
factual. Brilliant research and schol- 
arship are here united with easy, fine 
writing.” 


Jesus aND His Times, by Danicl-Rops 
(Dutton, $5). 
“A moving and reverent life of 
Christ. The drama of Christian faith 
is portrayed with faithful and dra- 
matic pen.” 


Tue Jews In America: A History, by 
Rufus Learsi (World, $6). 
“The documented chronicle of the 
first three hundred years of the Jews 
in this country. Belongs in every 
important library.” 


Ene Power oF Positive THINKING FOR 

YounG Prope, by Norman Vincent 
Peale (Prentice Hall, $2.95). 
“A special adaptation of the popu- 
lar best-seller that will capture the 
enthusiastic attention not only of 
voung people but of everyone.” 


RicHES OF THE Kincpom, by Grace 
Noll Crowell (Abingdon, $1.50). 
“Another delightful volume from 
the pen of a favorite poet. Twenty- 
five luminous devotional readings.” 


SePTEMBER Monkey, by Induk Pahk 
(Harper, $3). 
“An extraordinary woman tells the 
extraordinary and vivid story of her 
life in old and new Korea.” 


SEVEN STEEPLES, by Margaret K. 
Henrichsen (Houghton Mifflin, $3). 
“The story of a woman minister who 
serves not one church but half a 
dozen, who won her ordination—and 
her congregations—with joy and 
love, sacrifice and service.” 


Tue Story oF My Lire, by Helen 
Keller (Doubleday, $3.95). 
“This new edition of the story of one 
radiant life contains the original 
biography plus her letters from 1887 
to 1901. The record of a dedication 
to the service of others unsurpassed 
in this or any other time.” 


Wuen Gop Says “No,” by Margaret 

Blair Johnstone (Simon > Schuster, 
$3.50). 
“A thought-provoking, amusing, in- 
spiring autobiography with a great 
and eminently practical message. 
Wife, mother, minister, lecturer and 
writer, Mrs. Johnstone has a rare 
talent for telling a story.” 
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A Practical Investment tna: assures 
PEACE OF MIND and PEACE OF HEART 


Wheaton Annuities provide a 


REGULAR ( 
INCOME CHECKS @&4 
FOR LIFE 







“ 





THROUGH GOOD TIMES AND BAD...Wheaton Annuity Contracts often 
yield higher rates of interest than can be realized on most safe, conservative 
investments. Unlike stock dividends, these checks never vary regardless of pre- 
vailing conditions—and the College has never failed to pay annuitants in full 
and on time in over fifty years. 


=-AND THERE IS JOY IN KNOWING that your gift-investment will be work- 
ing “For Christ and His Kingdom” far beyond your own lifetime ... that you 
are having an active share in the training of young men and women for Christian 
life and service ...in addition to the financial benefits provided by a Wheaton 
Annuity Contract. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET... PLEASANT TOMORROWS 


WHEATON COLLEGE ¢ Wheaton, Illinois Dept. CH124 





Please send me, without obligation: 

(J Pleasant Tomorrows, the illustrated booklet which explains in detail 
your Annuity Plan. 

(J Peace of Heart, the handy folder which provides a valuable check 
list for important and personal papers. 
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The Story of Jesus for Boys & Girls 


' A reverent re-telling of the events of the life of 
=. Jesus in a style and language appealing to children. 
’ 7 True to the Biblical narrative and completely evan- 
gelical in slant, this work is destined to become the 
most treasured in your child’s library. Lavishly illus- 





a trated. Durably bound in washable laminated cover. 
‘ Printed in large, easy-to-read type. $1.95 
TSE AUTHOR Other Books by this beloved Author 
ce ~©Quesstions Children Ask My Bible ABC Book 
tan maT Lt Adequate answers to chil- Links the letters with Bi- 
: arc \sk dren’s inquiries about reli- ble verses. Full page q } 
76 ae ane gion, nature, science and er photographs. $1.95 S ( TAY 
5 nee : ‘ ° ; 
ra we Can You Tell Me? Ankie Comes to America eae 
More answers that are Exciting story of what a ee 
sensible, simple and di- little Dutch girl found in aa 
rect to children’s puzzling the U.S. Only $1.00 
questions. $1.95 


Order Today from your Favorite Bookstore 
ZONDERVAN [21"ine rouse 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 
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| Sing Canals « Now Way: 


HAPPY tradition in this country 
is the singing of Christmas 
carols. But does it sometimes seem 
to you that there’s a sameness to it year 
after year? No need to get in a rut 
about it. Both those who sing and those 
who listen may welcome a change from 
time to time, Let’s consider possibilities 
for making this annual gift to your 
community a little different. 

America is on wheels today, so why 
not put carols on wheels, too? And, 
incidentally, you'll reach a larger audi- 
ence. Imagine how effective it would 
be to walk down your city street and 
suddenly hear the sound of approach- 
ing carolers. Picture a streetcar draw- 
ing near, all decked with evergreens 
and bright colored lights, with youth- 
ful faces beaming at each open win- 
dow and youngsters’ voices sweetly 
singing the beloved Christmas music, 
What a thrill to stop and listen to this 
Christmas message as the festive street- 
car passes, and to watch and strain 
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your ears for the last sound as it dis- 
appears in the distance! This idea was 
used successfully in Washington, D.C., 
and Memphis, Tenn., and you might 
like to try it, too. 

If streetcars are passé in your com- 
munity, busses might do just as well. 
Or plan a Christmas-carol singing 
caravan of cars to drive through both 
business and residential districts. Use 
convertibles, if possible; seeing the 
carolers as well as hearing their voices 
will be improved if you can drive in 
open cars. Festoon cars with greens, 
and. have each caroler carry a flash- 


= 
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light, decorated to look like a candle 
and held as if it were a candle so that 
it lights up his face, Perhaps you can 
think up some way to rig up a lighted 
star and attach it to the radio antenna 
of each car, to designate the line of 
cars in the caravan. 

Singing carols from floats in Christ- 
mas parades is becoming more and 
more common. Many churches which 
have prepared floats to express the real 
meaning of Christmas in community 
parades have found that a choir of 
young people riding on the float and 
singing carols gives a “live” touch that 
cannot be duplicated by inanimate 
floats, no matter how impressive. 


Whaen children are going to present 
a program of Christmas carols in an 
auditorium, you want to make doubly 
sure each individual singer can be 
seen. How many times have grandma, 
grandpa, auntie, uncle and cousins, not 
to mention mother and dad, turned out 
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for a program in which Johnny is going 
to sing, only to have Johnny take his 
place squarely behind some little girl 
with fluffy golden curls? He might as 
well not be there, for all anyone can 
see of him. The Retta Brown School of 
El] Dorado, Ark., solved this problem 
and achieved an extraordinary effect in 
the bargain. They constructed a stair- 
step, cone-shaped platform which ar- 
ranged the children in tiers, one above 
another, so that everyone could be 
seen at least from the waist up, and 
the whole group resembled a huge 
singing Christmas tree. 

Children wore white surplices over 
their regular clothes to give a uniform 
effect, and each carried a branch of 
holly, the stems of which had been 
wrapped in tinsel for glitter and 
beauty. The platform was topped by a 
tinsel-covered star supported on a pole 
well above the height of the average 





“Singing Christmas tree” platform 


child. One child dressed as an angel 
occupied the top step directly under 
this star. Then there were four gradu- 
ated steps of children, the fifth row of 
children standing on the floor. A tryout 
was held with the group in place on 
the platform, so that everyone felt 
familiar with the setup before the per- 
formance. A diagram for building this 
platform is given above as a guide. It’s 
essential, however, to have this sturdily 
built by an experienced carpenter, for 
safety’s sake. 

You don’t have to sing your carols 
at the same place every year, either. 
Surprise people by turning up in new 
localities. Have you ever greeted in- 
coming trains and busses with carol 
singing? Have you ever brought the 
warmth of the Christmas spirit to 
lonely hotel dwellers and travelers far 
from home by singing in hotel lobbies? 
What about singing from the town 
band concert stand? What about large 
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CHRISTMAS -GIF'T 
LUNCHEOR 


HRISTMAS packages can supply the theme for a December luncheon 

meeting. Decorate tables to look like giant Christmas gift boxes. Use 
white tablecloths or plain white crepe-paper covers. Fold the corners as you 
would the wrapping of a box, and pin in place. Red cellophane strips six 
inches wide make gay ties and bows. Run one strip down the middle of the 
table and over the edges to the end of the tablecloth, and another strip 
crosswise. Where the two strips meet on the table top, make a huge fluffy 
bow of cellophane. This serves as a centerpiece, too. Sprinkle the tablecloth 
with gold or red star stickers in three different sizes. Red dishes or glass- 
ware enhance the effect. 

Serve Christmas-tree mold salads with creamed ham, hard-cooked eggs 
and mushrooms in patty shells. Half-gallon blocks of ice cream can be pre- 
pared in advance to look like Christmas packages. Decorate with a whipped- 
cream ribbon tie and bow, and place on top several stars cut from thin 
slices of citron. A cookie gift tag with greeting written in colored frosting 
adds interest, Christmas tree-shaped cookies can be made to stand upright 
in small mounds of confectioner’s frosting on round cookie bases. 

As place cards use large gift tags tied to tiny boxes wrapped as gifts in 
tissue and ribbon. Small match boxes or pill boxes will do for these. In each 
box place one line from the famous poem, “Twas the night before Christ- 
mas.” You can type the whole poem, cut apart the lines, and put one in each 
box. During the pause for dessert have the person holding the first line rise 
and read his, and so on, each one following in order. This will cause some 
hilarity with persons hopping up all over the room to read their lines, 





apartment buildings, department stores 
and banks? When you sing at hospitals 
or old folks’ homes, have you ever 
thought of bringing a gift of greens 
to decorate the room? Wreaths or 
branches carried in singers’ arms will 
add a colorful touch as they appear. 

Carols that tell the story of the na- 
tivity will give the true Christmas mes- 
sage. Let other groups go in for “Jingle 
Bells,” “Rudolph,” and “Up on the 


‘ Housetop,” if they like. 


Finally—don’t forget that carolers 


are human, too. When they have cone 
their bit to bring Christmas cheer to 
others, a bit of Christmas cheer for 
them is welcome. So end with a get- 
together at the church. Good hot 
bowls of soup, chowder or oyster stew 
will taste wonderful after hours out- 
of-doors, Or serve hot chocolate and 
sandwiches. Then the group will break 
up with a genial sense of fellowship 
that will make them look forward to 
singing again next year. 

(Woman’s Place continues on page 74) 


73 





= 





i ae 





va 





o—<o 


PUT INGENUITY INTO YOUR CRECHE 





REATING the nativity scene in 

miniature is a Christmas custom 
we used to associate exclusively with 
foreign lands. But due to an increasing 
desire to put more of the “Christ” into 
Christmas, the créche has been gaining 
favor among Americans. More and 
more the little figures that tell the origi- 
nal Christmas story are appearing for 
sale in shops alongside G@hristmas tree 
glitter and tinsel, You can find inexpen- 
sive plaster figures in ten-cent stores. 
And at gift shops there are beautiful 
imported hand-carved wooden figures, 
or simple little models made of candle 
wax, as well as papier maché and clay. 
You can even buy in hobby shops sets 


of rubber molds into which you pour 
plaster to make your own figures. 
There are many new ways of making 
the little scene more realistic and 
beautiful. For the figures themselves 
remain the same in all cases—the Babe 
in the manger, Mary and Joseph, the 
wise men, the shepherds, the angels 
and the animals. It is the ingenuity 
with which you treat them that makes 
each grouping individual. 

Perhaps you would like to take up 
this idea as a women’s group or Sun- 
day-school project. As a base for your 
replica of the Christmas story you 
might use the primary classes’ sand 
table, or for a more ambitious project, 


Use Your Needle 


7140. Dress up your home with this doily 
in pineapp'e design and spider-web stitch 
combined in a graceful arrangement. Doily 
16 x 21 inches in No. 30 cotton; 24 x 32 
inches in heavy cotton. 


728. Rick-rack jewelry—so easy to make! 
It looks so expensive, too! Use rhinestones, 
pearls in center—have a matching necklace, 
earrings. All directions included. 


829, With the stroke of an iron, roses grow 
on your linens! No embroidery—washable! 
Combination of orange, yellow, green. Trans- 
fer of 16 motifs; eight, 4% x 2; four, 3% x 
234; four 22 x 1% inches. 


















IRON-ON COLOR DESIGNS 
IN ORANGE. YELLOW, 
GREEN 


Send TWENTY-FIVE CENTS (in coins) for EACH pattern to: CHRISTIAN HERALD, 223, Needlecraft 
Department, P.O. Box 162, Old Chelsea Station, New York 11, N. Y. Add FIVE CENTS for EACH 
pattern for Ist-class mailing. Send an additional TWENTY CENTS for Needlecraft Catalog. 
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take over a complete alcove in the 
Sunday-school room, or even fill the 
entire stage with your scene. 

It may help to think of the project 
in terms of an electric train layout, In 
both cases, your imagination sets the 
limits to what you can do, and your 
scene is bound to grow in scope from 
year to year, just as an electric train 
set grows. Lighting is an important 
asset, and may be worked out as you 
would for lighting a train set. You will 
probably need the aid of the menfolks 
for this. For instance, you might like 
to show the whole village of Bethlehem 
lying just beyond the stable of the 
Christ Child. Houses and_ buildings 
typical of biblical times may be easily 
constructed of boxes or corrugated 
paper and covered with a paste of salt, 
flour and water that will dry to look 
like cement or stucco. How effective 
this little village would be with lights 
showing in the windows—and naturally 
there should be a halo-like glow about 
the stable with the Babe in the manger. 
The stable will, of course, be the cen- 
ter of interest, but fields and streams, 
rocks and rills and woods may stretch 
indefinitely on either side, providing 
plenty of place for related figures. At 
one extreme side of the scene may be a 
hilltop with sheep grazing, and shep- 
herds placed as though viewing the 
star in the sky. At the opposite extreme 
may appear a desert scene with the 
caravan of kings approaching. 


A TRIP to the woods shortly after 
Thanksgiving will provide you with 
plenty of materials with which to build 
your scene. Gather lots of moss from 
north hillsides and other damp places. 
This is ideal for making the ground 
look green and fresh under the feet of 
your figures, and can be used to*cover 
boxes, making them look like hills, Did 
you know moss will keep from one year 
to another? Just sprinkle it with water 
a week or so before you want to use it, 
and it will freshen up again. Interesting 
bits of driftwood, small pieces of bark, 
bare twigs and rocks add realism to 
your scene, Large pine cones will serve 
as trees. Evergreen boughs make good 
background material, and _ provide 
limbs from which to suspend angels. 
And mirrors provide lakes and ponds. 

Larger nativity scenes also have pos- 
sibilities. Dr. William F, Campion of 
Yonkers, N. Y., uses one on his own 
lawn each Christmastime as an out- 
door decoration for his home. Beauti- 
fully worked out, it attracts widespread 
attention. Displayed in a_ shed-like 
structure approximately four by six by 
five feet high are fairly large figures 
purchased in a religious shop. The 
floor is spread with hay, and the whole 
structure is well lighted from within. 
For your church lawn you might build 
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a simple lean-to of rough wood, and 
purchase life-size or nearly life-size 
figures for it. Or, for a display in your 
church foyer some artistically inclined 
members might construct four-foot 
figures of papier maché. Start by mak- 
ing a base for the figures with chicken 
wire and then cover it with the papier 
maché, Paint with poster colors. Cor- 
rugated paper is good for constructing 
the outlines of the stable. 

Suppose you were to create a really 
beautiful setting in miniature for the 
Christmas story, one that occupied the 
whole forefront of your stage. Wouldn't 
this make an ideal basis for your Christ- 


Christmas-Card Basket 


From old cards cut one square 
for bottom and four pieces 
for sides. Drawings below in- 
dicate shape only; baskets can 
be any size you prefer. For 
popular place-favor size, let 
bottom measure 114” square. 
Finish as described at right. 





mas program? Allow the stage curtains 
to open very gradually upon the scene 
as the Christmas story is read from 
the Bible by the minister or some good 
reader. Let everyone join in singing 
carols, then end the program by let- 
ting everyone pass single file past the 
stage, so all may have a closer 
view. Keep the church doors open and 
an attendant on duty during Christmas 
week, so that anyone may drop in and 
view the scene at close range. 

These nativity scenes are more than 
just decorations. They are lessons with- 
out words to remind us all that Christ- 
mas is more than Santa Claus. 


MORE GREETING CARD IDEAS 


AST year we described a useful 

basket to be made out of old Christ- 
mas greeting cards. Now, with a little 
experimenting, we've evolved a similar 
basket simple enough for a child of 
eight to make. This is smaller, has only 
four sides, and can be put together 
quickly, It is suitable for place favors 
at a party, Christmas-tree ornaments or 
little gifts, 

Cut four pieces from used Christmas 
cards according to the pattern shown 
here. Cut one square piece to form the 
bottom of the basket. Use a paper 
punch to punch holes in each corner 
of each piece, including the bottom. 
Thread an upholstery needle with 
bright colored wool, and draw a piece 
of yarn through holes, tying two cor- 
ners together in a knot and clipping 
yarn. Tie all top corners first, then tie 
bottom corners, catching in a corner 
of the bottom square with each. Tie 
on a handle of paper, yarn or ribbon, 
A Brownie troop made these last year, 
filled them with hard candies, and took 
them as gifts to ladies of the Baptist 
Home, Riverside, N. Y. 

For Christmas-tree ornaments cut 
small semi-circles from greeting cards. 
Roll and glue to form cones. Invert 
cones and hang three together on a 
silver cord to look like triple bells. 
Paper chains cut from greeting cards 
are also fun to make and colorful, too. 





CHRISTMAS SHOPPING AT YOUR BAZAAR 





Bazaars provide ideal chances for 
picking up items for Christmas giving. 
If you’re in need of good handmade 
sellers that are easy to make, yet “dif- 
ferent,” try these novel ideas for gifts 
that are attractive on bazaar counters 
or fresh from their gift wrappings on 
Christmas morning: 

Aprons made of ticking will be fa- 
vorite gifts because they're sturdy and 
practical in the kitchen, yet pretty and 
gay. Decorate them with simple em- 
broidery stitches, using the stripes of 
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the ticking as guide lines. Place mats, 
belts, envelope bags, glasses cases and 
pot holders can also be made of this 
fabric, using a variety of different 
stitches and embroidery floss colors. 
The feather stitch, blanket stitch and 
cross stitch are most effective, but 
almost any embroidery stitch can be 
adapted to this idea. 

Fireplace mitts. Free access to 
upholstery and drapery remnants 
proved a windfall to a group who 
made these materials into fireplace 
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FOR QUICK RELIEF 
GET 


PHILLIPS’ TABLETS 


Any time you overeat, remember 
this—you never know when it’s 
going to cause upset stomach, gas, 
heartburn or any other symptom 
of acid indigestion. So be wise— 
carry a pocket-size tin of Phillips’ 
Tablets with you wherever you go. 
That way, you’re always ready for 
fast relief—no matter when or 
where acid indigestion comes along. 
As pleasant to take as candy mints, 
peppermint-flavored Phillips’ 
Tablets are made from one of 
the fastest, most effective stomach 
sweeteners known—and bring 
almost instant relief from acid in- 
digestion. 30 tablets—28¢. 
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This Exquisite 6-Piece Set 
a, Of Florentine Silver 


Send no money now or later for this unusual Floren 


tine Silver Set. It’s yours FREE for joining the 
Around-the-World Shoppers Club. Your Set was 
hand-made in Florence, Italy, with skilled techniques 
going back to the time of Michelangelo. Each piece 
has a different Renaissance design, and handles are 
tooled in Florentine bas-relief. As a member, each 
month you will receive a wonderful surprise gift sent 
to you direct from a different foreign country, post- 
paid, duty-free—accompanied by a colorful brochure 
describing your gift! Send no money; simply write 
us and we will enroll you, billing you as follows until 
you decide to cancel: [] $5.00 every 2 months; 
(C1 $9.00 every 4 months; [] $12.00 every 6 months or 
(0 $22.00 every 12 months. Be sure to specify plan 
you choose. Satisfaction guaranteed, Write now while 
this Florentine Silver Set is FREE for joining. 


AROUND -THE-WORLD SHOPPERS CLUB 
Dept. 538-F, “F, 7 Concord St., Newark 5, N. 4. 








Easy as A-B-C 





Be Your Own MUSIC Teacher 


LEARN AT HOME THIS MONEY SAVING WAY 


Simpie as A-B-C. Your Jessons consist of real selections, in- 
stead of tiresome exercises. You read real note “n 

bers’’ or trick, mus me of our 900,000 
band LEADERS. Everything is in print and pictures. 
you are told what to do. Then a picture shows you hoy 














Soon you are playing the music you like. 

Write’ for. big 36 page illustrated Free aa 
Book. Mention your favorite instrument. 

U. S. SCHOOL OF music, Studio 2912, §:{ele) qual 
Port Washington, 


NYLON auto seat cover that_is TOUGH! Will Resist 
Kouxh Treatment Without Damage. No Installation 
Problem—No Tacks _ or 
Nails Needed.  GUAR.- 


Hour ; Style 
Folding Front Seat and 
Solid Style for Fither 
Front or Rear Seats 
Price ONLY $2.98 
For Front Split Or 
Solid Seat and ONLY 
$5.50 for BOTH 
Front and Rear Seats. 
Enclose Payment for 
Prepaid Delivery Or 
Shipped COD. 


23 MARDO SALES CORP. 
480 Lexington Ave.. New York 17, N. Y. 











LEARN AT HOME 
Practical nurses are needed in every 
community... doctors rely on them... 
* patients appreciate their cheerful, ex- 
@ pert care. You can learn practical 
nursing at home in spare time, Course 
endorsed by physicians. 55th yr. Earn 

” while learning. High School not re- 
quired. Meo women, 18 to 60. Trial pian. Write now! 
CAGO SCHOOL OF NURSIN 
Dept. giite 25 East Jackson Bivd., Chicago 4, tll. 
Please send free booklet and 16 sample lesson pages. 


Name 09 
City State Ae. 





mitts, which are usually in demand 
among men who like to preside at out- 
door cookery. Women also find them 
useful to protect the arms as well as 
the hands when lifting a roast out of 
the oven. Make a simple pattern for 
these by drawing around your own 
hand, leaving a good margin so that 
the gloves will slip on and off easily, 
also remembering to make them big 
enough for men’s use, Cut long cuffs 
that will extend halfway up the fore- 
arm. Cut four pieces for each pair of 
gloves. The inter-linings can be made 
of four or more thicknesses of the 
fabric, from parts too small to be cut 
into outer pieces. Use a quilting effect 
to stitch inter-lining material in place 
in glove palms, and bind palms and 
backs together with bias tape. 

Pillows that appeal to the younger 
set may be made as you would make 
stuffed animal toys, only larger and 


simpler, eliminating any protruding 
parts, Make a puppy-dog pillow, a 
pussy cat with tail tucked under, a 


bunny with ears lying flat, or a setting 
hen. Covers of bright calico that can 
be slipped off for laundering will be a 
practical feature that will appeal to 
mothers. 

Christmas-tree aprons. Ideal for a 
small yet thoughtful gift to take along 
when you go visiting during g pre-Chr ist- 
mas festivities. Or dress up your own 
tree. Take a yard square of fabric, 
fold and cut off the corners to make 
a circle, Cut a small hole in the center 
just large enough to encircle a Christ- 
mas tree trunk. Cut from the center 
circle to the hem, so that the piece 
opens. Bind the edges. Make a band 
around the circular center just as you 
would for a skirt, and sew on a snap to 
hold it in place, around the base of 
the tree. It will cover the unsightly 
tree holder, and make a colorful cover- 
ing to catch pine needle droppings. 
For your fabric, use sheeting, with 
designs crayoned on and made _ per- 
manent by pressing with a hot iron. 
Or use outing flannel, with red ribbon 
border and jingle bells attached. Better 


Large Quantity Recipe File 


still—certainly most de luxe of all—use 
felt with glued-on felt designs in the 
form of holly leaves and berries, Christ- 
mas trees, Santa Claus figures. Let your 
imagination run riot. 

Children like to buy their Christ- 
mas presents at their church bazaar 
as much as adults, but often stalls are 
stocked with goods of no value to them 
or priced above their pockets. A plan 
to remedy this was worked out at the 
young wives’ discussion group of St. 
Peters Episcopal Church, Ottawa, 
Canada. 


Tae SY decided to enlist the help 
of the children in stocking a children’s 
stall with small, carefully made articles, 
easily done by the young folks them- 
selves. (The earlier this is begun, the 
better. At St. Peter's, gift-making 
started as early as summer. a At a group 
meeting each ‘member brought an idea 
which might be copied by a child for 
a gift. They *y tried to use scraps or cheap 
material, and each e xplained how the 
article was to be made. 

fach mother made copious notes, 
and went home with six or seven ideas 
to occupy her children during rainy 
days. Just before bazaar time, each 
mother brought a bulky package to the 
meeting. When opened, these bundles 
showed a remarkable array of hand- 
work. There were embroidered, knitted 
and crocheted pot holders, unusual pin 


cushions, lavender and __ pot-pourri 
sachets, velvet needle-cases, darning- 
kits, comb-cases of soft felt, wash- 
cloths with fancy borders, dainty 


enameled tins and jars for candy, as 
well as many doll clothes. The work 
would have done credit to adults, but 
was entirely produced by children be- 
tween six and twelve years of age, with 
parents’ supervision. 

The day of the bazaar no adult was 
allowed to purchase from the chil- 
dren’s stal for the first hour, in order 
that the children could buy without 
adult competition. The stall has proved 
so successful at St. Peter's that it has 
become an annual event. 


CHRISTMAS TREE MOLDS. (for 48) 


Lime flavored gélatin -.. ....05 5 6 sec, 1% pounds 

Syrup from canned fruit cocktail. ...... 1 quart 

Canned grapefruit juice .... 2.0.7.5... 2 quarts - 

SO ie sh bee Ae ee eS a cme . 1. teaspoon 
Drained canned fruit ‘cocktail . rick wes 3 quarts i 
Lettuce 


Salad dressing 


Dissolve gelatin in heated cocktail, ayrons and stir in grapefruit juice 
and salt.-Cool until consistency of unbeaten egg white. Fold in drained 
fruit cocktail, Set cone-shaped paper cups in water glasses; turn thick- 
ened gelatin mixture into-cups. Chill until firm, Unmold on lettuce and 
serve with salad dressing. Garnish. with additional fruit cocktail if desired. 
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SHEPHERD BOY 


(Continued from page 22 


only knew that he saw the Angel in 
the shepherds’ field and heard the 
Voice as it spoke to him. 

“Fear not!” the Voice said. 

The little shepherd wanted to say 
that he was not afraid but he could not. 
He could only stand there, lost in the 
wonder of it all. . . , and wait for the 
next word. 

“Fear not, for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.” 

At this, the shepherds lifted their 
heads to listen. 

The night was very still. 

“It’s an angel.” One shepherd leaned 
toward the ear of another. “We've 





never before seen an angel—but this is 
surely one.” 

“An angel,” they whispered to- 
gether. “The glory of God is about us. 
This is He who came to the prophets 
of old.” 

Now the Voice came again and it 
was as lovely as harp strings moving 
over the field. 

“For unto you,” the holy one said, 
“is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Silence came again upon the field. 
No lamb cried out; no dog barked; nor 
did the small, white-faced boy whim- 
per or make a sound. 

“And this shall be a sign unto you: 
Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

More than the night was still now. 
Even the earth, with its four winds and 
the pulsating heart at its center, 
paused. Then light trembled and 
faded and receded, and in the reces- 
sion the Angel began to withdraw. 

At once a change came into the 
heavens: a bright flashing of wings, a 
stirring and swelling of voices singing 
words that were strange and new. 

“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” 

Over and over again the voices rose 
and fell, filling the earth with the glory 
of which they sang. 

The Angel was rising now, slowly 
and with majesty, the gossamer wings 
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folding and unfolding and fading be- 
yond the mountain, When the voices 
in the sky were only an echo—when the 
light had grown dim over the earth, 
the shepherds stood up with their arms 
outstretched as though to bring back 
the beauty. 

It was after this that the little shep- 
herd saw the Star. 

“Look!” he cried, 
Bethlehem. 

The Star hung there in the darken- 
ing sky, pointing finger-like down to 
the little town. It was different from 
the other stars: larger and brighter as 
though all the jewels in the world had 
been poured into it. 

The shepherds ran, across the fields, 
crisp now with the early morning frost, 
their dogs at their heels, 

Benjamin ran too but they were too 
swift for him, too eager. He fell be- 
hind, his short legs failing him. He lay 
breathless on the frosty grass for a 
time, then arose and went back to the 
sheepcote. 

The fire was down to ashes. He fed 
it till it blazed high once more, The 
sheep were frightened. They stirred 
and cried out, 

The boy went in now and walked 
among them, This one he touched and 
that one he spoke to. The newest ones 
he held for a moment in his arms, They 
were comforted, knowing him. 

Over in one corner of the sheepcote 
was a pile of new, clean hay. The sheep 
crowded away from it as though in 
fear. The little shepherd drew near to 
learn the cause of their fear. Something 
dark was lying there and for a moment 
fear clutched at his heart, Was it a 
young wolf? Or a small panther? He 
took his crook firmly in his hand after 
the manner of the shepherds and 
walked toward the small, dark thing, 
his eyes peering into the shadows, 

As he bent over there was no spit- 
ting or snarling in self-defense. He put 
out his hand to touch and his fingers 
touched wool. He would know wool, 
the feel of it, anywhere. This was wool, 
silken and warm and of a living tex- 
ture. But it was also like nothing he 
had ever felt before. 

“A lamb!” he whispered. “A—little 
black lamb ,...” 

The wonder of it was too much. AIl- 
ways he had wanted a black lamb 
more than anything in the world, He 
knelt in the hay and gathered the little 
thing close in his arms. 

The shepherds came back after a 
time, hurrying across the frosty fields 
from Bethlehem, remembering all of a 
sudden that they had flocks that 
needed care. 

“A Child!” they cried. “A Child born 

(Continued on page 84) 


staring toward 











Stop we yourself shoveling SNOW 


NOW YOU CAN GET 


PROFESSIONAL 
ART INSTRUCTION 


at home, in your spare time! 


THE NEW, LOW COST CREATIVE COURSE 
IN PENCIL SKETCHING TEACHES 
ANYONE TO DRAW 


Clear, easy, step-by-step lessons teach 
the basic principles, how to draw 
people, boats, landscapes, still life, 
etc. Your finished drawing analyzed 
FREE by professional artists. 

Complete drawing materials included 
with course. The only course of its 
kind—guaranteed to satisfy or your 
money refunded. Entire course just $14.75 
postpaid. Send check or money order 
today, or write for free folder. 


Fun for every age—and a wonderful 
gift idea, too! 
Mail your check or money order today to 


SCHOOL OF PRACTICAL ART, INC. 


665 Atlantic Ave. Boston, Mass. 
Nationally famous for over 40 years 


Gloxinia v2 


Beautiful Pot Plants 25¢ 


Gorgeous, easy to grow house 

plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last Cuno 
for months. Exquisite mixed Seed and 
colors. Send only 25c for 2; Nursery 
SOc for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. Book 


R. oft, SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 







BE INDEPENDENT—Big Profits, steady repeat cus- 


tomers. We put you in the Fruit Juice Bus ness, 13 
flavors, finest quality. Guaranteed Sales or money 
refunded. Churches and Clubs make big success. 
Write for details, give experience and references. 
THE COMMUNITY JUICE PRODUCTS, 1200 Lake 
St., Melrose Park, tl. 


4 BALLOONS 5] 


THAT MAKE GIANT 





CIRCUS ANIMALS 


NS Sian Included. 
24 BALLOONS $ 
ADD 10c POSTAGE PER ORDER 


Circus Balloons, Scarsdale, N. Y. 


See FOGGY WINDSHIELDS 
NEW Chemical Mitt 


qAmazing Discove i Wautoists 

see tae over new FOG Windshield 

; eaner. Simply glide over windshield 

aa treated Mi at once glass sparkles 

—— clear. Blurry mist, frost, sleet, snow dis- 

pear. Stops fogging. Take orders! Make / 

SAMPLES FOR TRIAL 2070'° of: sont immedi. 
atel Ai all who send name | 

at once. Hurry. Postcard will do. SEND NO MON Se gel your name. 

KRISTEE CO., Dept. 5i1, AKRON 8, OHIO 
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Save your heart and back. Get Rid-0-Sne,” sturdy 
steel plow. Spring adjusted blade 30°x12” pushes 
snow left, right, forward. 6” rubber wheels hug 
pt You clean walks, driveway, in minutes! 

18.75 postpaid. Money back in 5 days if not 
ze delighted. W. of Miss., add $1; N. Y. C. residents, 
3% tax. Send check or money order. Ideal gift! 


- LEISURE INDUSTRIES, Dept. 64 
“96-09 Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills 75, N. Y. 
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VAN 
Swell your Club Treasury with this 

exciting, different money-raising plan... start 
a Sherwood Stocking Club. Special bonus gifts 
for workers, Write for FREE DETAILS. 
The Sherwood Co., 214 Jefferson Blvd., West 
Lawn 5, Pa. 
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Birthday 
but the guests 


are YOURS 


ES, you are host to these men 

celebrating the greatest of all 
Birthdays. And how desperately they 
need your hospitality! 

For these are the unwanted, the un- 
loved, the despairing men of the 
Bowery. And in your name, your 
Bowery Mission invites them in for 
an extra measure of warmth and com- 
fort and joy befitting this glorious 
Day of Days. 

Here they find a beautifully deco- 
rated Christmas tree and individual 
gifts wrapped in gay paper and rib- 
bons. They join in singing the old- 
time carols. They partake of a hearty 
Christmas dinner, with turkey and 
all the trimmings, But most of all, 
they have here a newer, brighter op- 
portunity to find... Christ. 

There is so much on a day like this 
to strike a hidden, all-but-forgotten 
chord in a man. So much to remind 
him of the family and friends he once 
knew... the loved ones who in years 
gone by gathered ’round on Christ- 
mas to share their love, renew their 
faith in each other...and in God. 

In the hush of Christmas, in the 
flood of memories that come pouring 
in, a man receives far more than the 
pair of warm socks, the suit of heavy 
underwear, or the shirt that you’ve 
carefully wrapped up in his Christ- 
mas package. By your thoughtfulness, 
you strike a spark of hope and faith 
within him. With your gift, you give 
him... God. 

Be sure to include these guests of 
yours on your Christmas list. Shop 
early for a warm and serviceabie gift 
—socks, gloves, underwear, or a shirt.’ 
And won’t you take just a moment 
now to let us know (a card will do) 
your gift will be on its way soon? 


it’s CHRIST’S 










You Can 


FLLUSTRATOR: 
G. DON RAY 
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Your Child 
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Important as formal worship is, the home is still 


the dominant factor in shaping spiritual growth 


By GRAHAM R. HODGES 


Oe OU can teach your child the most 
e basic religious truths right at 
home if you really want to. The main 
requirement is a sincere desire on your 
part plus a willingness to take the time 
and effort each day. Religious educa- 
tors agree that, important as church 
and synagogue are, the home is still 
the dominant shaping force in a child’s 
spiritual development. And parents are 
responsible for what happens there. 

Much is being said and written about 
the failure of church and school in the 
field of religious instruction. Whatever 
is done to amend this failure will come 
after years of debate, study, planning 
and experiment. Large organizations 
move slowly. I speak as a church mem- 
ber intimately involved in a nation- 
wide denomination that plans its reli- 
gious education printed matter three 
years ahead and as a parent who can- 
not logically expect the public schools 
to be accountable for the religious 
nurture of my child. 

But I also speak as a parent with un- 
limited individual freedom and a 
definite duty to give my three children 
a thorough grounding in religious truth. 
No public hearings, national conven- 
tions, long preparation of literature, or 
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elaborate organizational superstructure 
are needed. I can begin tonight in my 
own home. So can you. 

Grace at meals is a good place to be- 
gin. Millions of American families sit 
down and eat this world’s best meals 
without pausing for a moment to thank 
God. Plenty of ingratitude is involved 
here but certainly not in the majority 
of cases. Many families simply don’t 
know how to begin having grace. Per- 
haps yours is one of those which feels 
vaguely uneasy about beginning meals 
without asking God’s blessing. 

Mealtime is a logical time to begin 
religious instruction. The family (as- 
suming that it doesn’t eat in relays) is 
assembled for a definite purpose around 
a common table. Before you is con- 
crete evidence of God’s goodness. 
Common decency, alone, requires a 
word of appreciation. How easy, under 
these circumstances, and with the 
child’s acquired school knowledge of 
man’s dependence on Nature for food, 
to explain that our physical necessities 
—food, clothing and shelter — come 
from God. Nearly any school child will 
understand and pre-school children 
will soon catch the spirit. 

If you are embarrassed at starting 
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and need the help of some written 
words ask a clergyman. There are hun- 
dreds of short, written words of bless- 
ing. A child of three can learn: 


God is loving, 
God is good, 

And we thank Him 
For this food. 


Older children can learn: 


God is great and God is good, 
And we thank Him for this food. 
By His hand must all be fed; 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread. 


J. Vinson Stephens has given us this 
grace: 


Lord Jesus, be our holy Guest, 

Our morning Joy, our evening Rest; 
And with our daily bread impart 
Thy love and peace to every heart. 


From any good bookstore you can 
obtain inexpensive volumes of beauti- 
ful written graces, often in rhymed 
verse. Try saying several with your 
child and then let him use them alone. 
Special occasion blessings at Thanks- 
giving and Easter add to the interest. 

Spontaneous words made up on the 
spot are the most appropriate form of 
blessing. Just a few words spoken by 
one parent, no matter how unliterary, 
will provide the best example for chil- 
dren. Such impromptu prayers convey 
a spirit to the whole family that ready- 
made graces cannot provide. 

Some families join hands round the 
table. Our daughter of three years, 
very independent, refuses to join hands 
until the grace is half finished, when 
she grabs our outstretched palms. 
Much peeping and looking around 
usually accompanies the first stages. 

A few families simply bow their 
heads in a moment of silence. 

Choose whatever mode suits your 
family best. Children can learn the 
practice of family grace at any age. 
The younger the better. Most children 
of four can say a simple blessing and 
get its essential meaning. 

Bible reading is the second step. If 
you don’t already have one, buy a Bible 
with a large, easily-read print. 


UST before bedtime, when your 

children want a story anyway, read 
one chapter of the Bible to them. If the 
chapter is long, read only a_ part. 
Choose a chapter of the New Testa- 
ment, containing several of Jesus’ 
parables, as a beginner. A number of 
Psalms are also good beginning ma- 
terial. Around Christmas, of course, 
read the nativity stories in Luke and 
Matthew. Old Testament characters 
who make good serial-story reading 
are Moses, Jacob, Joseph and David. 

Don’t read obscure passages of Old 
Testament genealogy or history. If 
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sleeping in a draft tonight 
may mean a 


CoOLP 


tomorrow ! 


at the first sign of a cold— 
take 2 Bayer Aspirin tablets 
and feel better— 


S'rr 


Fast—stopwatch fast! That’s Bayer Aspirin! A tablet 
starts disintegrating almost the instant you take it— 
therefore is ready to go to work with amazing speed. 
That’s one reason why Bayer Aspirin brings such 
quick relief from that headachy, feverish feeling... 
those muscular aches and pains. 





So to feel better fast, keep Bayer Aspirin handy, 
And for soothing relief of sore throat due to a 
cold, gargle three times daily with 3 Bayer Aspirin 
tablets dissolved in one-third of a glass of water. 


get the best — get 


BAYER 
SPO0R20 
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Mr. Carroll M. Wright, Director 
Christian Herald Travel Bureau 
27 East 39th Street, Room 515 
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Only by KILLING THE HAIP ROOT can you be sure 
UNWANTED HAIR is GONE FOR VER. Brings relief 
and social happiness. Do not ute our method until 


you have read our instruction book carefully and 


gy learned to use the MAHLER METHOD sofely and 
- pas Used successfully over fifty years. NEW 
5% = eae tae FOR You: 





PROVIDENCE 15, R. I 


_Y MAHLER'S, INC, Dept. 4-T 


RUPTURE-EASER © 


M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


NV, 


Double...4.95 






PRight or left 0 
Side $395 cae 


A strong, for m-fitting washable support. Back lac- 
ing adjustable. Snaps up in front. Adjustable leg 
strap. Soft, flat groin pad. No steel or leather 
bands. Unexcelled for comfort. Also used as after 
operation support. For men, women and children. 
Mail orders give measure around the lowest part 
of the abdomen and state right or left side or 
double. We Prefer Postage Except on C.O.D.'s. 


PER BRACE CO. 
811 Wyandotte, Be Bept.. C1. 124, Kansas City 5, Mo. 





REWARD 


If you would like to be a success in 
life, remember that success is not a 
gift, but a reward! If you would like 
more money, happiness in marriage, 
advancement in your work, an im- 
proved personality ...study Napo- 
leon Hill’s “Science Of Success.” 
Write Dept. CH for free “Personal 
Analysis Questionnaire,” which will 
show how you rate on the 17 Success 
Principles. NAPOLEON HILL IN- 
STITUTE (A Division of the W. 
Clement Stone Organization), 5316 


Sheridan Road, Chicago 40, Illinois. 


FREE FOR ASTHMA 


If you suffer with attacks of Asthma and choke 
and gasp for breath, if restful sleep is difficult 
because of the struggle to breathe, don’t fail to 
send at once to the Frontier Asthma Company for 
a FREE trial of the FRONTIER ASTHMA 
MEDICINE, a preparation for temporary symp- 
tomatic relief of paroxysms of Bronchial Asthma. 
No matter where you live or whether you have 
faith in any medicine under the sun, send today 
for this free trial. It will cost you nothing. 
FRONTIER ASTHMA Co. 744-W FRONTIER BLDG. 
462 NiaGARa Sr. BuFFALo 1, N. Y. 


LEG SUFFERERS 


Why continue to suffer without attempt- 
ing to do something? Write today for New 
Booklet—‘‘ THE LIEPE METHODS FOR 
HOME USE." It tells about Varicose 
Ulcers and Open Leg Sores. Liepe Methods 
used while you walk. More than 40 years of 
success. Praised and en- 

dorsed by multitudes. FREE 


LIEPE METHODS. 3250 N.Green Bay Ave. 
Dept. 19-N, Milwaukee 12, Wisconsin be 


Had Your 
Charcoal Today? 


A famous doctor uses and recommends it 
for gas, heartburn and upset stomach 


Help avoid belching from sour, burning gas and heart- 
burn with REQUA’S CHARCOAL TABLETS. See how they 
‘sponge up’’ and adsorb minor gastric disturbances. The 
5. Dispensatory says: the stomach, 
Chare ‘oal md ay be employed to advantage not only to 
adsorb fermenting gases ut also to overcome hyper- 
acidity.’* REQUA’S GHARCOAL TABLETS have been used 
successfully by thousands for over 74 years. Ask for them 
at your drug store today—300 tablets $1 or direct upon 
rec eipt of price, FREE ne ; ‘*The Value of yur: 
coal."’ pal.’’ Write: _REQUA, Dept. C-12, Brooklyn 16, N. 





‘*In diseases of 





No More Dangling Cord 


For Hearing Aid Users ? 


It’s true! Thou- 
sands of users 
have found it pos- 
sible to wear the 
new Transist-Ear 
neatly in the hair. 
Remarkable new 
tiny instrument 
that weighs hard- 
ly more than an 
ounce makes practical a completely 
different kind of wearing. As soon 
as you try it, you’ll hear sounds 
more naturally. You’ll know where 
sounds are coming from. You’ll en- 
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joy a complete clarity of sound. 
Here is what the hard-of-hearing 
have been waiting for. Will you 
spend one minute of your time and 
a three-cent stamp to get the amaz- 
ing facts about this new kind of 
hearing? If so, send in coupon at 
once. It will be the turning point in 
your life of sound. 


MAICO CO. Rm. 11D 


21 .N. 3rd St: Minneapolis, Minn. 
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they mean little to you they mean less 
to a child. When your children are 
older they can read these parts for 
themselves. For younger children read 
just a few verses, and these may be 
repeated several nights in a row. 

In the course of a year you may start 
repeating your reading schedule. Don’t 
worry about this. Public school teachers 
repeat the same material many times 
to drive it home. Furthermore, children 
like to hear the same story over and 
over, for they then have the fun of 
anticipation and prediction. 

One story an evening from a first- 
class Bible story book is a third step. 
A good way to use such a book is to 
read the original Bible passage and 
then read the same material as inter- 
preted in the story book. If you find a 
Bible passage and a story too much 
for a younger child, then alternate, 
one tonight and the other tomorrow. 

Bible story books can be read when 
the straight Bible may be too difficult 
or when you encounter passages you 
cannot explain. They acquaint a child 
with characters he could not otherwise 
grasp. It is very important that a child 
get a non-movie version of Samson. 
But the account of Samson’s doings, 
as related in the Book of Judges, is 
rather mature for youngsters. The Bible 
story book gives the essential points, 
until the child can hear the original 
text. Some Bible stories are too long 
for one evening. Stop, then, in a critical 
spot and add to the next night’s interest 
via the suspense method. 

Memory work is the fourth step of 
your instruction—simple, old-fashioned 
memorizing of biblical texts! Use just 
a verse each night. Start off with very 
short verses, such as “God is love,” or 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself,” or “Be 
ye kind one to another.” A logical meth- 
od is the memorizing of the key verse 
of the Bible passage just read. Almost 
any section you choose for reading to 
your child will contain one verse which 
merits memorizing, not merely for its 
religious value, but also because such 
lines are our greatest literature. 

If you read the 19th Psalm, the first 
and last verses may be memorized. If 
you read about the Good Samaritan, 
the phrases “Love thy neighbor” and 
‘Go thou and do likewise” will fasten 
the story in mind and provide your 
child with two immortal lines for fu- 
ture thought. 

It is not necessary for you first to 
know the passages by heart yourself. 
But learn them with your children. 

To get the verse firmly in mind, 
first read it slowly out loud several 
times. Then have your children repeat 
it with you while you read. Then both 
of you repeat it without the book. The 
next several nights review it, learning 
a new verse each evening as well, 

To add interest, make a large wall 
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chart of verses memorized, adding a 
verse a night. Display this by the bed 
and occasionally go down the whole 
list. Even small children can repeat 
as many as thirty verses this way. Use 
your own ingenuity in making up 
charts, memory games, making family 
awards and other devices. 

Some parents say that Bible memory 
work is impossible, yet these same 
parents expect their children to mem- 
orize musical scores, Mother Goose 
rhymes and swimming strokes—but not 
the Bible. 

Occasionally, you may memorize 
quite long passages. This makes for 
variety and provides a greater chal- 
lenge. The Twenty-third Psalm and the 
Beatitudes deserve this treatment. By 
reading and saying together the 
Twenty-third Psalm for five nights in 
a row the average third-grade child can 
say it by himself the fifth night. What 
can you teach him that will better serve 
him? 

Prayer is the fifth step of instruction. 
It is simple enough to begin with, “Now 
I lay me down to sleep,” your child 
kneeling at his bedside or at your knee. 
Teach him the Lord’s Prayer, if he is 
four or five, taking it in short phrases: 
“Our Father ... Who art in heaven... 
hallowed be Thy name....” Go through 
it each night for two weeks and your 
child will have mankind’s greatest 
prayer indelibly fixed in his mind. 

Don’t worry if your child doesn’t 
fully understand the prayer. Complete 
understanding is not so important as 
your child’s learning “Our Father” in 
an atmosphere of love, with his parents 
as instructors. 

Spontaneous, impromptu prayers by 
both you and your children should be 
tried. Very young children come forth 
with the most original and touching 
utterances from the heart. “God, I 
thank You for the nice supper and for 
Mama and Daddy,” or “I thank You 
for the new puppy” are genuine and 
sincere. No matter if the content 
amuses you, don’t laugh. Occasionally, 
a child will utter a prayer that seems 
to have come from the beyond. Then 
you are the humble pupil and your 
child the teacher. 

Father too should be present for the 
four steps. If he is downstairs reading 
the paper, then the paper must be 
more important than the Bible. 

As the family together grows to- 
ward God, experience and learning are 
fused and intertwined in a setting 
which most resembles the Kingdom of 
God on earth. Neither time nor cir- 
cumstance will be able to erase it from 
your child’s mind. 

The home, security, warmth, loving 
parents, the timeless subject matter— 
all these provide the perfect soil for 
planting truths that will never fail. 

It’s worth the small price. THe END 
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More Mothers Depend on 
Fletcher's Castoria 
Than Any Other Laxative 


to correct constipation in children of all ages 


a 





Mild, gentle, pleasant- 
tasting Fletcher’s 
Castoria is the only 
nationally-recognized 
laxative made 
especially for babies 
and children 









Ghat Fletohen 


The Original and Genuine 


CASTORIA 





Fletcher’s Castoria is so popular because it’s 
extra mild and gentle—gives the natural-like 
relief a child needs when temporarily con- 
stipated. 

Castoria is made from nature’s finest vegetable 
laxative products. Contains no harsh drugs 
—no phenolphthalein, no cascara, no castor 
oil, no salts. Won’t overdose your child, 
won’t cause griping, diarrhea, or upset stom- 
ach, which harsh adult laxatives may do. 
Since it’s liquid, you can regulate dosage 
exactly. 

Children prefer Castoria, too. It tastes so 
good they lick the spoon. Get a bottle now. 


For 86 Years the Most Trusted Name in Laxatives 


FEEL STRONGER FAST 


If you feel tired and 
weak, it may be due to 
se low blood-iron. To feel 
stronger fast, try GERITOL, the high 
potency tonic that begins to strengthen 
TIRED BLOOD* in just 24 hours! 

In only one day GERITOL iron is 
in your bloodstream carrying strength 
and energy to every part of your body. 
Two tablespoonfuls contain twice the 
iron in a pound of calves’ liver, 7 times 
the iron in a pound of spinach. 

Don't let Tired Blood keep you 
feeling tired, weak and run-down. 
GERITOL has helped thousands gain 
new strength and energy. Here is what 
Mrs. N:B. of St. Louis, Mo., writes: 

‘ “Geritol certainly does away with 
that tired, down-and-out feeling. After 








with Fast-Acting GERITOL 
Don’t Let TIRED BLOOD* Keep You Tired! 


a recent short sickness I bought a bottle 
of Geritol to get back the energy I had 
lost during the illness. I, for one, thank 
Geritol for the wonderful quick job it 
did in restoring my energy and putting 
me back on my feet.” 

Mrs. N.B. obviously had tired blood. 
So, if you’ve been feeling tired and 
worn-out lately because of tired blood, 
get GERITOL, liquid or 
tablets, at your drug- 
store, today. FEEL 
STRONGER FAST — 
in 7 days or your money 
back! 

* Due to iron-deficiency anemia. 


GERITOL 


FOR TIRED BLOOD 
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If so, you will be 
happy to know how 
we have improved the 
hearing and relieved 
those miserable head 
noises, caused by ca- 
tarrh of the head, for 
thousands of people 
(many past 70) who 
have used our simple 
Elmo Palliative Home 
Treatment in the past 
16 years. This may be 
the answer to your 
prayer. NOTHING TO WEAR. Here are 
SOME of the symptoms that may likely 
be causing your catarrhal deafness and 
head noises: Head feels stopped up 
from mucus. Dropping of mucus in 
throat. Hawking and spitting. Mucus 
in nose or throat every day. Hearing 
worse with a cold. Hear — but don’t 
understand words. Hear better on clear 
days. Worse on rainy days. Head noises 
like crickets, bells, whistles, clicking, 
escaping steam or many other sounds. 
If your condition is caused by catarrh 
of the head, you, too, may likely enjoy 
such wonderful relief as many others 
have reported. WRITE TODAY FOR 
PROOF AND 30 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 


THE ELMO COMPANY 
DEPT. S5CH9 DAVENPORT, IOWA 


RUPTURED? 


Get Relief This Proven Way 


Why try to worry along with trusses that gouge 
your flesh—press heavily on hips and spime—en- 
large opening—fail to hold rupture? You need the 
Cluthe. No Tee-ctrape or cutting belts. Automatic 
adjustable pad holds at real opening—follows every 
body movement with instant increased support in 
case of strain. Cannot slip whether at work or 
play. Light. Waterproof. Can be worn in bath. 
Send for amazing FREE book. ‘Advice To Rup 
tured,” and details of liberal truthful 60 dav trial 
offer. Also endorsements from grateful users in 
vour neighborhood. Write: 


CLUTHE SONS Dept. 99 Bloomfield, New Jersey 


BAD? 








The perfect Christmas Gift 
Our Bibie on record 


78 rpm...45 rpm 
For children—for adults 
With organ and sound effects 
At record counters, or write 
HADLEY PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
1240 Ewing Street, Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
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CUT OUT AND nu 
NO RISK COUFON NOW! 


AMERICAN HEALTHAIDS COMPANY, 
Dept. K-238, Candy Division, 
318 Market St., Newark, New Jersey 


[] I enclose $1.00, send trial sample 
size, postage pre-paid! 
Rush a Liberal Supply of Kelpi- 
dine Candy plan. I enclose $3.00, 
send postage pre-paid. (I save up 
to 75c postage by sending payment 
with order.) 


{] Rush a Large Economy Supply of 
Kelpidine Candy. 1 enclose $5.00, 
send postage pre-paid. (1 save up 
to 90c postage by sending payment 
with order.) 
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No Choice 


“Young fellow,” remarked an ob- 
server, “you're sure brave to come down 
in a parachute in this awful storm.” 

“T didn’t come down in a parachute,” 
the boy said. “I went up in a tent.” 


Advanced Student 


Jill: “Isn’t Shakespeare dead?” 

Jack: “OF course, he is.” 

Jill: “That's funny. My aunt who is a 
teacher said she has been teaching 
Shakespeare this year.” —Builders 


Reasonable 


Driving in a dense fog, a motorist 
followed the taillight ahead of him, 
free from worry. Suddenly, the car 
ahead stopped and he crashed into the 
rear bumper. 

“Hey,” he shouted indignantly to 
the man ahead, “why don’t you put 
out your hand when you're going to 
stop?” 

“Why should I?” came the casual 
reply. “I'm in my own garage.” 


Stern Test 


“What is the defendant's reputation 
for truthfulness?” asked the judge. 

“Your Honor,” said the witness, “I 
have known him to admit that he had 
been fishing all day and hadn’t gotten a 
single bite!” 


New Project 


Thomas Edison hated formal dinners, 
which always seemed stuffy affairs to 
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“He looks fine.... but is the teacher sure he can handle 


a role so out-of-character?” 
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him. One night, at a particularly dull 
gathering, he decided to sneak away 
and return to his laboratory. 

As he was pacing back and forth 
near the door, waiting for an opportune 
moment to escape, his host came up. 

“It certainly is a delight to see you, 
Mr. Edison,” he said. “What are you 
working on now?” 

“My exit,” replied the inventor. 


Dress Suit 


Customer: “Have you any wall- 
paper?” 

Clerk: “Yes, sir.” 

Customer: “Is it the kind I can put 
on myself?” 

Clerk: “I suppose so. But it would 
really look better on a wall.” 


Lullaby 


Proud Parent: “My daughter has ar- 
ranged a little piece tor the piano.” 

Honest Neighbor: “Good! It’s time 
we had a little peace.” —Builders 


Realistic 
Mother: “You should be ashamed to 
crawl around on your hands and knees 
in the mud like little pigs!” 
Children: “But mother, that’s what 
we are playing.” The Young Calvinist 


Conscientious 

A motorist noticed that a farmer 
was having trouble with his horse. It 
would start, go slowly for a while, 
and then stop again. Then the farmer 
would have great trouble getting the 


ACS AINSI RBA TINO IEEE EEC RR CAN SHR 


DECEMBER 1954 








——- — la =eie me a 


a — = 














DECEMBER 1954 


aaa LOWEST PRICED 
LIQUID 


Master Portable Spirit Dup- 
licators give you the same 
high quality prints as rotary 


the price! Not as fast, but 
prints 10 or 15 copies per min- 
ute. Uses no stencils, inks, or 
gelatins. Reproduces ‘anything 
you can write, type or draw 
in up to 5 colors at one time, 
Write today for complete in- 

INCLUDING SUPPLIES formation or see your office 
and Metal Carrying Case supply dealer. 


MASTER ADDRESSER CO. 


6500-SS W. LAKE ST. « 


ONLY $3250 











CHRISTMAS 
~ BARGAIN! 


Gifts That Last All Year Long 


We have sharply reduced the gift price 
of CHRISTIAN HERALD so more and 
more folks may thrill to this ore 
gift, a gift that is not for just a day, a 
month, but for the whole year long. 

Do your Christmas gift shopping this 
quick, easy, economical way! We will 
send a beautiful gift card in your name 
to each person you list, in plenty of time 
for Christmas, if you ACT NOW. 

Just list on plain paper the names and 
addresses of those you want to remem- 
ber, with your name and address as 
donor, and mail to us with your remit- 
tance, at these money-saving prices: 


Two 1 year Gifts $4. 
Three 1 year Gifts $5.50 
Four 1 year Gifts $6. 
Add'l 1 year Gifts $1.50 each 


SURE TO PLEASE © YEAR LONG 
GIFTS AND SO ECONOMICAL 


Remember the boys and 
chaplains in service, too. 
Send your gift list and remittance to: 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 


Desk 124, 27 East 39th Street 
N. Y. 16, N. Y. 


DUPLICATOR | 


MINNEAPOLIS 16, MINN. | 


machines costing 5 to 6 times | 


horse started once more. Finally, the 
motorist stopped and asked, “Is your 
horse sick?” 

“No,” said the disgusted farmer. 
“He’s not sick.” 

“Is he balky?” asked the motorist. 

“Nope, he’s not balky.” 

“Then what's the matter with him?’ 
asked the motorist. 

“Well, stranger,” said the disgusted 
farmer, “he’s so afraid I'll say whoa 
and he won't hear me that he stops 
every once in a while to listen.” 


Menace 


“Magistrate: “You are not to drive for 
two years. You're a danger to pe- 
destrians.” 

Defendant: 
on it.” 
Magistrate: 


“But my living depends 
“So does theirs.” 


Lucky 


Rip Van Winkle slept for 20 years, 
but, of course, his neighbors didn’t 
have a radio. —The Seabag 


Fortune Teller 


Millie: “Do you think someone 
really can foretell the future?” 

Peggy: “My mother can. She took 
one look at my report card and told 
me what would happen when Dad 
got home.” 


Two Course Dinner 


Older Sister: “Another bite like that 
and you should leave the table.” 

Hungry Boy: “Another bite like that 
and Ill be through.” 


News 


“I see by the paper that the concert 
we attended last night was a tremen- 
dous success.” 

“Yes, I had no idea we enjoyed it 
half so much at the time.” 


Definition 


A tongue twister is a group of words 
and phrases which gets your tang all 


tongueled up. 
—The Lookout 


Small Talk 


“Moths can talk to each other.” 
“What makes you think so?” 
“Aren't they always chewing the 


—Watchman-Examiner 


Jim: 

Joe: 

Jim: 
rag?” 


How True! 


An income is a sum of money it 
costs you more to live than. 


Slight Difficulty 


Daniel Boone was once asked if he 
had ever been lost in the woods. 
“Never got lost,” Boone replied. “But 
I was bewildered once for three days.” 





Lee 
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BATH BACK REST 
LUXURIOUS COMFORT — in the bath, is 
really possible when you lean back against this 


Ait Quilted Rubber Cushion. It cradiss your 
back—and relaxes taut muscles and tired nerves. 
Ease those aching back, neck, and shoulder 
muscles. The Bath Tub—is the best place to 
relax—to acquire that fresh starry-eyed look 
after a tough day's work, It is made of the 
highest quality rubber, filled with lifetime 
shredded Foam Latex. Helpful to mothers in 
bathing children, A comfort to the sick and 
aged, Held firmly in place by suction cups. 
You can use it in any style tub—and at any 
angle, Just $4.95 Prepaid. $1 can be saved by 
ordering two at one time. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed or money back. 


CONTINENTAL INDUSTRIES 


Dept. B-9, 684 Se igamon St., Chicago, Ill. 





Kidney Slow-Down — 


May Bring 
Restless Nights 


When kidney functionslowsdown, many folkscom- 
plain of nagging backache, headaches, dizziness and 
loss of pep and energy. Don’t suffer restless nights 
with these discomforts if reduced kidney function 
is getting you down—due to such common causes as 
stress and strain, over-exertion or exposure to cold, 


| Minor bladder irritations due to cold or wrong diet 
| may cause getting up nights or frequent passages. 


Don’t neglect your kidneys if these conditions 
bother you, Try Doan’s Pills—a mild diuretic. Used 
successfully by millions for over 50 years. It’s amaz- 
ing how many times Doan’s give happy relief from 
these discomforts—help the 15 miles of kidney tubes 


and filters flush out waste. Get Doan’s Pills today! 


TURIN 
STOP IS a 


PATENTED ELEC 
VENTION “CLEAR TONE” filter eli- 
minates noisy interferences caused by all 
autos, oi! burners, 


motor appliances, 
etc. Simply plug radio or TV cord into 
filter and filter into wall socket. Enjoy 


“CLEAR TONE’’ reception. Try 5 
days—MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 

SEND (0c for postage handling. 
Household Prod., Dept. D1, Scorsdele, W. Vo N.Y. 


WHY DON’T YOU WRITE? 


Writing short stories, articles on business, current events, 
homemaking, hobbies, travel, local, club and church *e- 
tivities, etc., will enable you to earn extra money 
your own home, on your own time, the New York wae 
Desk Method teaches you how to write the way newspaper 
men and women learn—by writing. Our unique ‘*Writin 
Aptitude Test’’ tells whether you possess the fundamenta 
qualities essential to successful writing, You'll enjoy this 
test, Write for it, without cost or obligation, 


NEWSPAPER INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
Suite 5284-W, One Park Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 








Dangers Of Delay 
On Chronic Ailments 


FREE BOOK—tTells How To Help 
Guard Health 





Many facts about colon dinecders, ‘<aainines 
constipation, nervousness or stomach, liver 
and bladder conditions are explained in a 
new 40-page FREE BOOK. Write today. Thorn- 
ton & Minor Hospital, — 1202, 911 E. Lin- 
wood, Kansas City 3, 
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Waxes Floors 


4 WITHOUT ‘WAX 


Newinvention. Saves money, time! Nomore 
floor wax to buy. No messy ae, liquids. 
Amazing = cally - treated pad s lips over 

j broom. © Simply glide over floors linoleum, 
etc. v or 

Bi fician: LONGS LASTING PROTECTIVE oe | 

ae: . Karn money 

mple offer sent im- 






Take orders from frie 


SAMPLES for TRIAL 


laree—tene teard will d 
SEND “NO MON NEY — just your name. a % 


lately to all who 


KRISTEE CO., Dept. 508, Akron8,Ohio 





Now Many Wear 


FALSE TEETH 


With Little Worry 


Eat, talk, laugh or sneeze without fear of 
insecure false teeth dropping, slipping or 
wobbling, FASTEETH holds plates firmer and 
more comfortably. This pleasant powder has 
no gummy, gooey, pasty taste or feeling. 
Doesn’t cause nausea. It’s alkaline (non- 
acid). Checks “‘plate odor” (denture breath). 
Get FASTEETH at any drug counter. 


Cash In On EVERY Occasion 
with MIDWEST Greeting Cards 


Make bigger profits ALLYEAR. Show 
ee po be ee 
Mother’s, Father’s Day Cards, plus 

best Birthday, Get-Well assortments 

etc. 6 new Valentine packs. Secret Pa 
Cards, unusual new ideas, exceptional 
bargains in Cards, Notes, Gifts, Gadgets, 
Personalized Stationery. Profits to 100% 
on big line. Samples on approval. Write. 
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Midwest CardCo., 1113 Washington Ave., Dept. M-8 St. Louis 1, Mo. 


Here’s The Way 
To Curb A Rupture 


Successful Home Method That Anyone Can Use 
on Any Reducible Rupture, Large or Small 


Costs Nothing To Find Out 


Thousands of ruptured men will rejoice to 
know that the full plan so successfully used 
by Capt. W. A. Collings for his double rupture 
from which he suffered so long will be sent 
free to. all who write for it. 

Merely send your name and address to Capt. 
W. A. Collings Iné., Box 703 M, Watertown, 
N. Y. It won’t cost you a cent to find out and 
you may bless the day you sent for it. Hundreds 
have already reported satisfactory results fol- 
lowing this free offer. Send right away—NOW 
_—bdefore you put down this paper. 


Mail this Coupon- 
FREE BOOK | 


;on Amazing, Low Cost | 


'NO TIME LIMIT: 
'HOSPITAL PLAN | 


Pays Cash Direct to You 


as Long as You Remain in Hospital 
And Pays in Addition to Any Other 
Insurance You May Already Have! 


* MAIL FREE BOOK COUPON TODAY a 


LIFE INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA 





(SEE ADV. ON BACK COVER) 


! Dept. 1254-C, Wilmington 99, Delaware 

| Please send me, without obligation, full details 

! about your new, low cost NO TIME LIMIT 
HOSPITAL PLAN. No agent will call. 

] Name.......seeeeeeees san Siuceeeesahanes 

| dares coceneeecee eo eccccceseccece eoecee eee 
DN, Pe 4 ass wae 4 cae Zone... .State....ses.eees 
Ve — = Paste on postal or mail in envelope - — — 


84 





| 


SHEPHERD BOY 
(Continued from page 77) 


in Bethlehem this night! The people 
are saying that a prophecy has been 
fulfilled! They’re saying a Messiah has 
come to save Israel!” 

Benjamin looked at them as though 
they were strangers. What did it matter 
that they had seen wondrous things? 

“You did not follow, my son?” Shep- 
herd Eli said, speaking with an effort 
as though it was difficult to come back 
to reality. 

“No,” said the boy after a moment, 
“I came back to watch the flocks, I— 
found this little black lamb, Father.” 
He spoke shyly, with a careful glance 
as though afraid to share the wonder. 
“I never had a black lamb before.” 

Shepherd Eli did not hear. 

“You must go to the stable back of 
the Inn,” he said. “You must go now. 
Wondrous things have happened in 
Bethlehem this night.” 

“But, father—my lamb 

“Yes, I know, my son. Your lamb. 
Go to the stable in Bethlehem. Go at 
once,” his father ordered. 

Tears were in the eyes of the little 
boy as, still carefully holding the lamb, 
he went across the fields. The tears 
rolled down his cheeks and froze. But 
even in his disappointment he had to 
think of his manners. 

He was bringing no gift. Would 
they think it strange? People always 
took a gift to a newborn child but he 
had none to take. Or had he? He had 
treasures at home and his mind 
reached out toward them, picking them 
up as he would take up pebbles on the 
beach, The coat his mother had once 
made for him and which was _ too 
beautiful for a shepherd boy to wear; 
the honey pot that belonged to her 
when she was a little girl; the zither, 
the little golden zither someone had 
brought her from the city of Tiberius 
and which had not been played since 
she died. These were his treasures. 

And the lamb. 

He stared down at the little black 
thing cradled in his arms. No, the lamb 
was more than a treasure, It was his 
heart, You don’t ever give your heart 
away, do youP The question had little 
needlepoints to it as he turned it over 
in his mind. You can give a beautiful 
coat or a little jar or a golden zither as 
a gift but you can’t bring your heart. 

He began to run now. Tomorrow he 
would come again and bring the coat 
and the honey pot and the golden 
zither. Tomorrow he would bring all 
these things to the baby in the stable. 

Benjamin pushed his way through 
the crowd gathered about the door of 
the stable. The door was guarded by a 
huge man with kind eyes and the long 
hair of a man from up north, 

“You want to see the Child?” the 


”? 
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man said and smiled down at him. 

“Yes.” 

The man stepped aside and Ben- 
jamin went in. 

It was a poor place, with stone walls 
and a wooden roof, Oxen munched hay 
as they stood in their stalls and an old 
ewe blinked her eyes in the stream of 
light, On the rafters above, doves 
cooed and watched, their eyes bright. 

The young mother lay on a bed of 
hay, her dark hair spread out over her 
shoulders. 

“A shepherd lad has come to see the 
Child,” the man said. 

“A shepherd lad?” She _ smiled. 
“How nice. What is your name?” 

“Benjamin, son of Shepherd Eli. My 
father was here. He came with the 
others.” 

“But you did not come?” 

“I could not run so fast, so I stayed 
to watch the flocks.” 

She considered him. 

“Yes, you are only a little boy. Jo- 
seph, show him the Child.” 

The Child was in a manger filled 
with soft, clean hay. Benjamin stood 
looking down at the tiny face, the 
delicate fingers. 

Benjamin was used to new little 
things—new lambs, like the one in his 
arms, and kittens and hatching birds. 
He knew how to reach out one finger 
and touch tenderly, He knew how to 
whisper to a small new thing that 
might be afraid. 


Now in an upsurge of tenderness 
he did the thing he wanted to do, for- 
getful of the curious people in the 
doorway and the watching eyes of the 
young mother and Joseph. He knelt. 

He knelt on the cool earthen floor 
of the stable and tried to think about 
the wonder of this night: the sky and 
the singing, the Angel who brought 
the news, the Star and the wonder of 
this Child in the manger. If his small 
boy’s heart could have spoken it 
would have told him to never again 
be lonely and weep in the night for 
his mother. It would have whispered 
the secret of the warmth of his father’s 
arms as they folded about him. It 
would have explained to him that only 
a heart that is given is kept; that by 
hoarding love you lose it. 

So, for a broken fragment of time, 
he knelt there on the earthen floor of 
the little stable, a little boy bewildered 
by the greatness of the thing he had 
seen happen. 

Then, moved by something he could 
not have named, the little shepherd 
brought forth the eternal answer to 
humanity’s need. He laid the love of 
his life there in the manger beside the 
Christ Child, THE END 
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THE CONQUEST OF EVEREST—Countryman Films: 





















JOHN WESLEY—J. Arthur Rank 


Motion Picture Editor, 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
27 East 39th Street, 
> &® 2 New York 16, N. Y. 





sae THE ninth consecutive year, CuristiAN HERALD invites you to cast My vote for 

your ballot for the year’s best film. Curist1AN HERALD is justifiably proud THE PICTURE OF THE YEAR 
that—through its polls and annual awards—it has compellingly directed the 
attention of movie producers to the kind of pictures that intelligent, thoughtful 
and moral audiences want to see. 

From the hundreds of pictures which have passed across the screen in 1954, 6. ee ee eee ee ce ee ee ee ey wpe 
the Protestant Motion Picture Council has chosen 12 significant films—each a (Title of motion en Sa 
“Picture of the Month” selection. These selections were made on the basis of =° n° 
entertainment, education and the artistic presentation of those high concepts G 
which best exemplify the moral values of the Christian faith. Vote for one of 
these films or for any other film which you feel has attained this splendid standard. 
Motion pictures are growing up. But if they are to continue to grow they need 
your nurturing interest, your critical judgment—your vote! 

The “Picture of the Year” will be announced in the March, 1955, issue. Your 
ballot must be received not later than December 31, 1954. To assure yourself 
and your family of the best possible pictures in 1955, “make your choice” on 
the ballo‘, paste it on a post card, and send it in to us TODAY! 


goes to: 





THE COWBOY—Lippert Pictures, Inc. THE STUDENT PRINCE—MGM DEMETRIUS & THE GLADIATORS—20th Cent-Fox 
SOULS IN CONFLICT—Great Commission Films 









BRIGADOON—MGM _™ _— PRAIRIE—Welt Disney 
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Factory worker is influenced by Gospel. 


S THE dramatic and convincing 
story of three “souls in conflict” 


this film is a forceful portrayal of the 
power of mass evangelism. Built around 
Billy Graham’s sensationally successful 
London Crusade, it graphically shows 
how, through the teachings of the Gospel, 
three restless, groping people finally find 
a spiritual integration which brings peace 
and meaning into their lives. 

The film opens with familiar scenes of 
London, where newspaper posters carry 
the blaring headlines that “Gospel Billy 
Preaches at Harringay.” The announce- 
ment causes a variety of reactions. Some 
readers are moved to scorn, others pause 
to meditate, others find themselves sud- 
denly touched with a new hope. One of 
the latter is an avidly ambitious actress 
who, having finally attained stardom, 
finds she has achieved an empty victory. 
In her disappointment she recalls the ad- 
monition of her vicar father—“God has a 
plan for you, but you have not found it 
yet.” Another reader is a young test-pilot 
who, as he flies miles above the earth, 
finds himself thinking more and more 
about God. “It’s easy to believe when you 
are upstairs,” he tells an airplane designer 
—who skeptically replies that nothing is 
worth believing “unless it can be put down 
on a drawing board.” A third reader is an 
embittered factory mechanic who divides 
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Hope comes to a disappointed actress. 


his time between quarreling with his fam- 
ily and drinking at the local pub where 
he gambles away most of his money on 
football pools. 

Although their personal problems and 
needs are seemingly worlds apart, the 
actress, the pilot and members of the fac- 
tory mechanic’s family all find their way 
to Harringay stadium where they hear 
Dr. Graham proclaim the message of 
the Gospel. Under the stirring ministry of 
the great crusade, these people find in 
the grace of God through Christ a new 
and meaningful way of life. This is the 
film’s basic message—and it is delivered 
with compelling impact. 

The film was produced in Eastman 
Color by Great Commissions Films, Holly- 
wood, in association with Anglo-Scottish 
Pictures, London, for Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Films, Inc. Direction is by Dick 
Ross. Ralph Carmichael composed and 
conducted the musical score, with the 
London Crusade Choir singing. Family 


Film Ratings by the 
PROTESTANT 


MOTION PICTURE 
COUNCIL 
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Based on Billy Graham’s London Crusade (left, 
crowds at Harringay Arena) “Souls in Conflict” 
shows the effect of the Gospel on three lives. 
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A test-pilot discovers more about God. 


OTHER CURRENT FILMS 


Audience Suitability Ratings: 
A—Adults; Y—Young People; 
F—Family 


Epiror’s Note: Except where so stated, these 
reviews are not to be construed as endorsements, 
either of specific films or of movie-going in gen- 
eral. They are for the guidance of readers who 
attend motion pictures, not inducements to those 
who do not. The “suitability” classification, more- 
over, is no guarantee the film is flawless; it is 
merely a guide. 


BEAU BRUMMELL (MGM). Based on 
a stage play written by Clyde Fitch for 
the famous actor Richard Mansfield, this 
romantic Technicolor melodrama takes a 
look at English court life during the end 
of the reign of George III and that of his 
son George IV. It is an embellished bi- 
ography of George Bryan Brummell, be- 
ginning with his service as a captain of 
Hussars. It shows his antagonism to the 
Prince of Wales, which turned into friend- 
ship, his period of influence at court when 
he was the arbiter of fashion, his romance 
with Lady Patricia, a quarrel with his 
royal friend and his self-imposed exile to 
France where he died in poverty. An all- 
star cast gives superb characterizations. 
The settings have an air of authenticity, 
whether they be palaces, mansions, bar- 
rack grounds, hunting fields, street scenes 
or poor cottages. Exquisite are the cos- 
tumes of the ladies—some of them remi- 
niscent of famous paintings of the period 
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—and elegance is stamped on the men 
following the sartorial example of “Beau 
Brummell.” A musical score by Richard 
Addinsell is well blended into the plot. 
Whatever moral and social deficiencies 
were winked at during that time are part 
of the story but do not seem to be unduly 
A, Mature Y 


exploited. 

OPERATION MANHUNT (M.P.T.V. 
Corp.—United Artists release). Filmed in 
Canada, this semi-documentary film con- 
cerns Igor Gouzenko, the former Russian 
code clerk who, while an employee in the 
Soviet Embassy in Ottawa, exposed his 
country’s atom-spy ring in 1945 to the 
Canadian government. Now under the 
protection of the Canadian authorities— 
who have maintained a tight secrecy as to 
his assumed name and _ precise where- 
abouts—Gouzenko is living a precarious 
life. Against the background of these 
dramatic historical facts the film develops 
a taut, suspenseful and highly convincing 
plot. And its realism is heightened when 
Gouzenko--wearing a hood—appears at the 
end for a closing statement. Ae 


WOMAN’S WORLD (20th Century- 
Fox). A sophisticated comedy-drama. in 
which the president of a large company 
summons three of his executives to New 
York for the purpose of selecting one of 
them as his new sales manager. Believing 
that every wife plays an important part in 
her husband’s career, he also invites the 
executives’ wives—and then proceeds to 
evaluate their characters as part of their 
husbands’ qualifications. The result is a 
highly entertaining production, with a 
surprise ending. There is a certain amount 
of drinking and profanity, but the film 
contains timely and provocative ideas. 
CinemaScope and Technicolor. A, older Y 


THE BAREFOOT CONTESSA (Fig- 
aro Production—United Artists release). A 
dreary and long-winded melodrama of 
an amoral woman who, starting as an 
obscure dancer in a cheap Spanish night- 
club, rises to become a famous Hollywood 
star. In this sordid story the men who 
seek the dancer’s favor are revealed as 
objects of derision and pity, and _ the 
woman herself is frankly presented as 
blithely unprincipled. In keeping with the 
theme both the direction and acting are 
pointedly ironic. Technicolor. A 


WEST OF ZANZIBAR (J. A. Rank 
Presentation—Universal-International Re- 
lease). The thrilling and dangerous adven- 
ture of a National Park warden in 
Tanganvika who tries to save a native 
tribe he has befriended from the dangers 
of large-scale ivory poaching. Lured by 
money and the attraction of town life, 
they are led away from the best of their 
traditional village customs and tribal soli- 
darity by a well-organized ring of ivory 
smugglers whose success depends on the 
natives’ lawbreaking activities. A certain 
amount of violence is part of the plot. The 
story is consistent with country and cus- 
toms. A fine relationship exists between 
the Chief of the tribe and the warden, the 
welfare of the tribe being the main con- 
sideration. Interesting backgrounds of 
Zanzibar, Mombasa, with sea and river 
scenes. In Technicolor. F 
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DUEL IN THE JUNGLE (Warners). 
While in London, an American insurance 
investigator is sent to check on a diamond- 
mine owner whose life has been heavily 
insured. Convinced that a swindle is in 
the offing, the investigator begins a chase 
which leads him deep into the South 
African jungle. Here he finds danger, vio- 
lent fighting—and romance. Although the 
film is strictly escape fiction, it builds to 
an impressive ending. Technicolor. A, Y 


THE BOUNTY HUNTER (Warners). A 
western of frontier days, in which a man 
takes up the unusual but lucrative pro- 
fession of hunting down outlaws for the 
price they have on their heads. Having, 
as a boy, seen his father murdered by out- 
laws, he takes to his work with vindictive 
zeal. When he is commissioned to track 
down three train robbers who have also 
committed murder, his search leads him 
to a small town where he finds his mis- 
sion complicated by the guilty consciences 
of several townspeople. There is consider- 
able violence in the film, but it maintains 
interest throughout. WarnerColor, A, Y 


PRIVATE HELL #36 (Filmakers Pro- 
ductions, Inc.). A story of murder and 
crime involving the disappearance of a 
large sum of money, and the effect that 
this money has on a police officer whose 
duty it is to recover it. In this story of a 
law-enforcement officer who is tempted 
by greed to betray his trust, we have still 
another film in which crime is either con- 
templated or committed by the very peo- 
ple whose duty it is to suppress it—a Hol- 
lywood trend that can hardly be condu- 
cive to the reduction of adult lawlessness 
and juvenile delinquency. A 


PASSION (Benedict Bogeaus Produc- 
tion—RKO release). Revenge is the pas- 
sion depicted in this melodrama of early 
California during the days of Spanish dom- 
ination. When his family is wiped out by 
hired assassins during a land dispute, a 
farmer takes the law into his own hands 
and relentlessly sets himself to the pur- 
suit and killing of his family’s murderers. 
Moral and ethical standards are what 
might be expected in a film dealing with 
poaching and cattle rustling. Acting and 
direction are only fair. Technicolor, A 


ROGUE COP (MGM). A hard-hitting 
crime melodrama about a detective ser- 
geant who “plays ball” with a mob until 
they murder his young brother. A 

DRAGNET (Warners). A murder mys- 
tery in which Sergeant Friday and Officer 
Frank Smith again get involved with hard, 
fast-talking characters. WarnerColor. A 

SHIELD FOR MURDER (United Art- 
ists). A brutal, unattractive crime story 
of a police detective who, having com- 
mitted theft and murder, is pursued by 
both the law and the underworld. A 

THEY RODE WEST (Columbia). An 
historical western in which an Army doc- 
tor brings peace between Indians and sol- 
diers on the frontier. Technicolor. F 

SITTING BULL (W. R. Frank Pro- 
duction—United Artists release). This 
western deals with the rescue of a U.S. 
cavalry officer by Sitting Bull, and in- 
cludes Custer’s last stand. Historical ac- 
curacy is questionable. Ao’ 




















Follow Your 
MISSIONARIES 
On This Colorful 
12” World Globe 


Only $9.85 


(Add 65c for Shipping) 


VISUAL SERVICE 


Dept. C 
741 No. Lotus Ave. Chicago 44, Illinois 


Pee easy 
Carillonic Bells & Chimes 


Chimes starting as low as $396.00 
ee ee 


MAAS-ROWE CARILLONS 
Dept. 210, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 39, Cal. 





PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroide:ies—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 117 years of Serv- 1904 


ice to the Church and Clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 





SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF THE WORLD'S FINEST 


BIBLES - TESTAMENTS 
AND RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


THE MODERN BOOK CO., CYNTHIANA, KY. 





iIDWEST 
© FOLDING TABLES 
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PROMPT DELIVERY 
WRITE FOR CATALOG TODAY! 


IDWEST FOLDING PRODUCTS 
DEPT. C-13, ROSELLE, ILLINOIS 
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mp * FOR YOUR CHURCH! 


Your own church beautifully reproduced 
in full color of black-and-white on 10” 


chinaware ..then fired for i 
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permanency. Easy to sell! 
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NEW! MAGIC PANEL FEATURE 
SLIMS LIKE MAGIC! LOOK 
SLIMMER, MORE YOUTHFUL 


REDUCE 


YOUR APPEARANCE! 





THE FIGURE ADJUSTER MUST BE THE BEST GIRDLE 
YOU EVER WORE ... YOU MUST FEEL MORE 
COMFORTABLE, and you MUST look and feel 
younger . . . your shape MUST be noticeably 
improved or you get every cent back at once! 
No matter how many other girdles you have tried, 
we believe: NO OTHER GIRDLE CAN DO MORE FOR 
YOU THAN THE FIGURE ADJUSTER! No other girdle 
or supporter belt offers you more TUMMY control, 
BULGE control, HOLD-IN and STAY-UP power... 
safely, scientifically. No other girdle can begin to 
approach the miracle-working FIGURE ADJUSTER 
feature! Figure 

Adiuster is Truly 

LIGHT in Sensational 

oe yet pow- At 

erfully strong! 

Figure Adjuster S$ gen 

allows AIR 

to circulate 

through it. AB- formerly $6.50 

SORBS _perspi- 

ration, is made by the most 

skilled craftsmen, and al- 

lows you to ADJUST it to 

just the right amount of 

BULGE control you like and 

NEED for an IMPROVED 

FIGURE! MAGIC PANEL 

CONTROL: No laces show 

when you wear a SLIM- 

MING Figure Adjuster. The 

control you get is com- 

pletely COMFORTABLE ... 

and GUARANTEES health- 

ful, fasting support. Its 

satin TUMMY PANEL laces 

right up to meet the bra— 

NO MIDRIFF BULGE! LIFTS 

and FLATTENS the tummy, 

SLIMS down the waist, 

TRIMS the hips and elimi- 

nates the “SPARE TIRE” 

waistline roll! The magic 

ADJUSTABLE, slimming, 

easily controlled panel is scientifically designed ana 

is the result of testing different kinds of panels on 

thousands of women! Figure Adjuster creates the 
BALANCED PRESSURE" that gives each bulge the 

exact amount of RESTRAINT t requires. It gives 

you the right amount of SUPPORT where YOU need 

it MOST! Let Figure Adjuster give you MORE figure 

control for more of your figure .. . let it give 

you a more BEAUTIFUL FIGURE .. . the slimmer, 

trimmer figure that INVITES romance. You ACTU- 

ALLY APPEAR SLIMMER AT ONCE WITH THE 

MAGIC PANEL contro! of Figure Adjuster. Colors 

nude, blue or white. Panty or regular. Sizes 24 inch 

waist to 48, only $4.98 

MAKE THIS TEST WITH YOUR OWN HANDS! 

Clasp your hands over your ABDOMEN, PSs a i 

in gentivy but FIRMLY. You feel better ton't Seat tian 
" just what the UP-LIFT adiustable 

f FIGURE ADJUSTER does for you, only 

5 

? 

$ 


the FIGURE ADJUSTER does it better. 
MAIL, COUPON AND TEST IT AT 
HOME FOR 10 davs TRIAL at our ex- 
pense! NO OTHER GIRDLE AT THIS 
PRICK CAN GIVE YOU BETTER SUP- 
PORT. can make you took better, feel 
better or appear slimmer and younger! 


WHY DIET? TRY IT! 


®@ Takes Inches off Tummy! 

® Raises Abdomen and Keeps It 
Int 

@ Like Magic It Brings In Waist 

® Makes Spreading Hiplines con- 
form to Firm Beauty 

® Smoothes and Slims Thighs 

® Makes Your Clothes Fit Beau- 
tifully 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Test the FIGURE AJUSTER at home 
for ten days TRIAL at our expense! 
It’s sent on approval! It must do all 
we claim for it or return it after ten 

s and we'll send your money right 
k. We take all the risk .. . that’s 
ause we know that even though you 
have tried omanv others you 





You will feel 

like this beau- aa 

tiful model in 

your new and be 

improved cool may 0 

lightweight haven't tried the BEST until vou have 
FIGURE tried a FIGURE ADJUSTER! MAIL 
ADJUSTER! COUPON NOW! 

“SECRETS OF LOVELINESS’' booklet tells 
GIFT: how to take advantage of correct choice of 
clothes. proper use of make-up and other secrets to help 
you look years younger, pounds and inches slimmer 
will be included with vour order. 










Guaranteed to Delight or Your Money Back... 
10-DAY TRIAL OFFER! 


FIGURE ADJUSTER CO., Dept. 783, 318 Market St., 1 
Newark, New Jersey | 
Yes! Please rush **FIGURE ADJUSTER’ on approval, 
If not delighted I may return girdle within 10 days. | 
ft will pay postm $4.98 plus postage. 

OT enclose $5.00, sh, check or money order, send 
postage prepaid. (I save up to 75c_ postage.) 
Check size: O Sm. (24-26); O Med, (27-28); O Lg 
(29-30); O XL (31-32); O XXL (33-35): O XXXI 
(36-38); D 4X (39-40); O 5X (41-44); O 6X | 








(46-48). 

COlOP. «see eessees 2nd color choice......+-++++. | 
Size. ..s.+e4- Panty Girdie......... Girdle......-. i 
NAIRO. cece eed strecceesnerer eh ese seneseseie t 
AGGreESS. 0... cere cee rerserrereessrereereeres 
CNOY vv wlele es we tee aes vets Zone... State........ | 


Please PRINT carefully. BE SURE to GIVE YOUR SIZE. | 


BEE SENT ON APPROVAL! 
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\ BACK TALK 





Non-Alcoholics Anonymous 


To THE Epirors: 

Non-Alcoholics Anonymous (March, 
1954) is being organized. Our main ob- 
ject: to bring together socially people who 
don’t want to drink but are constantly 
high-pressured to do so or be left out in 
the cold. A second objective: to cooperate 
with other temperance groups in furnish- 
ing good fun for teen-agers, sans alcohol. 
To join N.A.A., no pledge is required. 
Two or three people can start it in your 
town. N.A.A. is non-sectarian, but wishes 
to work with churches and existing tem- 
perance groups. Everybody is welcome. If 
you wish to organize N.A.A. in your town, 
or can help us in any way, please write. 

730 Burns St. (Mrs.) RutH Cross 

Forest Hills, New York 


Christmas in Korea 


To THE Eprrors: 

We have received heartening results 
from your item, “Christmas in June” 
( News Digest, June 54). I appreciate the 
compliment given, but I am far from 
good or gracious as Paul. 
Nevertheless I am doing all that I can 
along with the aid of some consecrated 
Christian soldiers and Korean lay people 
to bring Christ’s love in action wherever 
it is possible to do so. 

CHAPLAIN Pau. MCAFEE 

APO, San Francisco, Calif. 


Courier Castigated 


To THE Eprrors: 

Courier’s stupid twaddle about Ike this 
and Ike that is nauseating, as is his also 
stupid effort to show what wonderful re- 
lief has come to the victims of that great 
swindle, the income tax. The so-called tax 
relief is an insult to 98 per cent of the 
people. And the worst and most stupid of 
Courier’s braying is that rot about Herberi 
Hoover being a friend of the common 
man. Hoover's evil deeds put the lie on 
any decent statement which Hoover ever 
accidentally made. 


Valley Park, Mo. 


@ Courier has long since, as has Mr. 
Hoover, joined the ranks of the bloodied 
but unbowed headed. 


Tueo. G. BRADLEY 


American “Propaganda” 


To THE Epirors: 

On page 80 of the August CHRISTIAN 
HeEracp I read the so frank and true words 
about “From Here to Eternity.” I want to 
express to you my deep and sincere ap- 
preciation for your statement, for that film 
when shown in Europe, and especially in 
Germany, brings forth the comment: 


When writing to advertisers please mention CHRISTIAN HERALD 
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THE EDITOR 


“They are not an inch better than we 
know it to have been in past—and perhaps 
again in future days.” I shall not fail to 
make your open criticism known here. 

Bremen, Germany G. H. DistTLer 


Friendly Criticism 


To THE Epirors: 

In the article, “Friends of the Inner 
Light” (July, 54), Mr. T. E. Murphy 
writes most interestingly of Quakers but 
he -starts off with one Quaker saying to 
another: “Dost thou believe that none but 
Quakers shall find Heaven?” Now a 
Quaker who used the Scriptural pro- 
nouns would have said, “Does thee,” and 
he would not have said “Quaker” but 
“Friend.” Surely most Americans do not 
think of Quakers as saying “thou,” for we 
are a fairly well-informed people and 
Quakers do not say “thou.” He winds up 
with another story in which the Quaker 
says “thou hast” when he should have 
had him say “thee has.” How do these 
things get by all the copy readers, proof- 
readers and editors? I write as a friend, 
not as a Quaker. 

New York,N.Y. 


LAMBERT FAIRCHILD 


Christian Herald Overseas 


To THE Eprrors: 

I have been informed by the Interna- 
tional Press Service of the valuable assist- 
ance you have given the Government’s 
information program this past year by 
granting permission for overscas use of 
articles and pictures from CuarisTIAN 
Heratp. May I take this opportunity to 
express my appreciation. 

THEODORE C, STREIBERT, Director 
United States Information Agency 
Washington, D. C. 


Memorial Day Innovation 


To THE Eprrors: 

IN CuristiAN Heraup for June, 1954 
was an article by Glenn H. Asquith, en- 
titled “I See the Flag.” As I am chairman 
of the Memorial Day Committee here in 
Cheyenne, it occurred to me that this 
article would be something good to read 
at the Memorial Service in place of the 
regular ritual speech. So I read it and 
everyone thought it was very good, 

Cheyenne, Wyo. C. V. CASSELMAN 


Song Search 


To THE Epirors: 

I have tried for several years to find the 
sacred song, “The Avenue of Prayer.” Do 
any readers have this song? 

(Miss) Lomis MONCRIEF 

632 Chestnut St. 

Prattville, Alabama 


DECEMBER 1954 








Amazing NewWay : Slimmer Figure 
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“WE GUARANTEE YOU 
WILL LOSE UP TO 


5 POUNDS IN 5 DAYS* 
10 POUNDS IN 10 DAYS* 
15 POUNDS IN 15 DAYS* 
25 POUNDS IN 25 DAYS* 


AND KEEP IT OFF” 


*How Fast You Lose Weight Depends Upon How Quickly You Order and How Much You 


Are Overweight 


Ad 


DELICIOUS 


43 


**You Will Always Want to Keep on Eating Kelpidine Candy—and Keep on the Plan—It 


KEEPS Weight Off! 

THIS CANDY MUST 
TASTE AS GOOD AS 
OR BETTER THAN 
YOUR FAVORITE 
CANDY OR YOUR 
MONEY BACK! 


Now at last science has discovered 
a new delightfully thrilling way to 
take off fat—to lose up to 25 lbs. 
safely! The secret is that Kelpi- 
dine Candy satisfies your craving 
for high calorie foods! It keeps 
you from overeating—the reason 
most doctors give for being fat! 
It’s the best aid to will power, cuts 
your craving for foods! 


NO DANGEROUS DRUGS! 
NO HARDSHIP DIETS! 
Here is thrilling news for fat 
folks! You can lose up to 25 lbs. 
in 25 days by simply nibbling on 
tasty appetite satisfying candy, 
whenever you are tempted to 

overeat. 


YOUR MONEY BACK IF YOU 
DON’T REDUCE TO THE 
WEIGHT THAT MOST 
BECOMES YOU! 


Thousands of people were amazed 
to find that this delicious candy 
plan actually takes off weight— 
without dangerous drugs, starva- 
tion diet, or hard-to-follow- 
methods. Here's one way to re- 
duce that you will want to con- 
tinue with to keep off fat! The 
Kelpidine Candy Plan helps you 
curb your appetite for fattening 
foods, helps keep you from over- 
eating. Now you reach for a 
delicious sweet candy instead of 
fattening foods—it kills the over- 
powering urge to overeat—to eat 
between meal-snacks. Your crav- 
ing for rich, fattening foods is 
satisfied with this candy plan. 

Almost like magic you begin to 
enjoy this plan for reducing. 


SENSATIONAL TWO-WAY 
GUARANTEE! 


This sweet delicious Kelpidine 
Candy plan is guaranteed (1) to 


take off up to 10 pounds of excess 
weight in 10 days. (2) to taste 
better or as good as your favorite 
candy and to be the best plan you 
ever followed or you get your 
money back. 





SCIENTIFICALLY AND 
CLINICALLY TESTED! 


That amazing ingredient in Kelpi- 
dine candy is the most remark- 
able discovery for fat people ever 
made. It’s been tested by doctors 
in test-after-test. The results 
were far better than doctors ever 
hoped for! The results were re- 
ported in medical journals 
throughout the world! Doctors 
are invited to write for details. 


HERE’S HOW TO REDUCE 
AND STAY SLIM! 


Most people are fat because of 
overeating—too much high calorie 
fattening foods—to your amaze- 
ment you will want to keep on 
eating this delicious candy even 
after you have reduced to the 
weight that most becomes you and 
you'll keep your weight off that 
way! 


AMAZING DISCOVERY 
OF SCIENCE! 


The Kelpidine Candy plan is the 
result of scientific research for 
years for a new discovery for 
something that will stop your 
craving for fattening food and also 
satisfy your appetite. This deli- 
cious candy does not turn into ugly 
fat, it gives you the same feeling 
of fullness you have after you 
have eaten a satisfying meal. It 
kills ‘your desire to overeat—it 
kills your craving for bedtime 
snacks and for in-between meal 
snacks. It's so safe even a child 


If you do not wish to 





IT'S UNHEALTHY 
TO BE FAT! 


Insurance companies and doc- 
tors tell everyone that too 
much fat shortens your life! 
Fat people die years sooner 
than people with normal 
weight! So be Safe! Be Fair 


to yourself! Start taking off 
ugly fat with delicious tasting 
Kelpidine Candy plan! 


can take it without bad effects. 
With Kelpidine Candy all you 
taste is its deliciousness—you 
can't tell the difference! 


KELPIDINE CANDY IS 
DIFFERENT! 


The amazing clinical tested and 
proven reducing substance con- 
tained in Kelpidine Candy is pre- 
scribed by many doctors—Don't 
be misled by imitation products— 
Kelpidine Candy is the result of 
scientific research and is the last 
word in Reducing. 


DON'T CUT OUT FOODS** CUT 
DOWN ON CALORIES! 
You never starve, you always feel 
full with Kelpidine Candy plan— 
You'll never suffer hunger pangs— 
Your desire for high calorie fat- 
tening foods is always satisfied! 
With Kelpidine Candy Plan you 
eat the same quantity of foods— 
you merely cut down on the high 
calorie rich foods with the help of 
Kelpidine Candy. You eat as 
much as you want, your calorie 
intake will be less—That's the de- 

lightful amazing thing! 


YOU GEV A LIBERAL 
SUPPLY OF CANDY! 


Try the liberal supply of Kelpi- 
dine Candy Plan on our 10-day 
no risk offer. Keep a record of 
your weight—if you are not 
pleased with your loss of weight; 
if you can taste any difference 
between this candy and your 
favorite candy—return for refund. 
Just fill out coupon and mail to 
AMERICAN HEALTHAIDS CO., 
DEPT. K-238, Candy Division, 318 
Market St., Newark, New Jersey. 


NL 


PLAN! 








your loss of weight—This candy must |B 


taste as good as or better than your |B 
‘a! favorite candy—You must get rid of : 
| ie 


¢ , F baue ; 
| You must be entirely satisfied with 
| 


dangerous excess fat or your money 
will be refunded—Don’t delay—You 
have nothing to lose but excess weight 
so mail coupon below now! 






THIS CAN HAPPEN TO YOU! 


WITH THIS DELICIOUS REDUCING CANDY PLAN! 


Let this delicious candy plan help you control 00 
your desire for fattening food! Let it help . 
you put a stop to the habit of overeating— 





A habit that’s so hard to break! Kelpidine TRIAL 
candy contains that new discovery many SAMPLE 
doctors prescribe to help curb your desire to SIZE! 


overeat (the main cause of overweight). 


aT Tee LM 


AMERICAN HEALTHAIDS COMPANY, Dept. K-2388 
Candy Division, 

318 Market Street, Newark, New Jersey 

C) I enclose $1.00, send trial sample size, postage pre-paid! 


(0 Rush a Liberal Supply of Kelpidine Candy plan. I enclose 
$3.00, send postage pre-paid. (I save up to 75c postage by 
sending payment with order.) 


(J Rush a Large Economy Supply of Kelpidine Candy. I en- 


close $5.00, send postage pre-paid. (I save up to 90c postage 
by sending payment with order.) 


NAME pRRTES RR eR 


ADDRESS 


é ee iter casa ecavauwe STATE Sent on Approval 5 


mar this cover—use extra coupon on page 82 
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NOW! 
The Greatest 
HOSPITALIZATION 
_ VALUE i 


E V E R 0 fr F E w E D Smiling and healthy today — in a Sky-high Hospital bills can wreck your 
Hospital bed tomorrow! It can happen life savings if you don’t have enough 
to you, and with shocking suddenness! Hospitalization. Mail Coupon Below! 


PROTECTS YOU and YOUR FAMILY ,¢° 
case SICKNESS or ACCIDENT . 


look ahead! Think v-hat o blessing it 
will be to fall back on reiiable help 
with those Hospital bills. ACT NOW! 


WE PAY CASH DIRECT T0 YOU 


IN ADDITION TO WHAT YOU MAY COLLECT FROM OTHER INSURANCE 


Go to the Hospital for a day, a week, a month, a year or 
longer — your “NO TIME LIMIT” Policy pays Benefits just as 
long as you stay — there’s absolutely no time limit! 


This Policy is Sold 
Only By Mail! ... It’s 
Good Anywhere in 
U.S. and Possessions! 
If sickness or accident puts 
you in a Hospital bed — 
you'll look back and thank 
your lucky stars you were 
wise enough to take out 
the “NO TIME LIMIT” 
Policy. It's the sensible, 
practical way to protect your own 
bank account against the onslaught of 
high Hospital costs. Ask anyone who's 
been through a siege of Hospital bills. 
They'll tell you what a comfort it is 
to have good, safe Hospitalization to 
fall back on. And we offer you so 
much more for your money. So ACT 
TODAY! Do it before trouble strikes. 


YOU CAN GET MATERNITY 


For slight extra cost husband and wife 
can have ao MATERNITY RIDER attached 
to their regular Policy and this will 
entitle the couple to a liberal Benefit 
for childbirth confinement and care. 


HAPPY DAY! 


ee 


My, what blessed help! What's more, 
the “NO TIME LIMIT” Policy pays off 
in cash direct to you — regardless of 
what you may collect from any other 
insurance policy for the same dis- 
ability, including Workmen’s Com- 
pensation. This is important — it 
means you can carry the low cost 
“NO TIME LIMIT’ Policy IN ADDI- 
TION to any other insurance — then 
colleci two ways in case of Hospital 


confinement. This is the way practical 
minded folks are protecting their 
savings against today’s sky-high 
Hospital bills. 

So be wise! If you're already insured 
with one Policy — get the “NO 
TIME LIMIT’ Policy for vital EXTRA 
protection. Of course if you're not 
insured at all, then by all means get 
this Policy just as fast as you can — 
before it’s too late. 


ACCIDENTAL DEATH, SURGERY, POLIO INCLUDED 


POLICY BACKED BY STRONG RELIABLE COMPANY 


Our growth and strength lies in the good service 
we give our Policyholders. We do business in all 
48 stotes and U. S. possessions. Claims are paid 
promptly in strict accordance with Policy provisions. 


LIFE INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA 


Wilmingtor 99, Delaware 


NO OBLIGATION 


This is truly the opportunity of a lifetime. We give you more coverage, 
better coverage, longer coverage at a low cost you can eosily afford. The 
“NO TIME LIMIT’ Policy ‘‘thinks’’ of everything. You get generous Hos- 
pital Room and Board Benefits for sickness or accident (rest homes, sani- 
tariums and Govt. Hospitals excluded) . . . you get Cash Benefits for 73 
Surgical Operations . . . Lump Cash for accidental death . . . Cash 
Payment for loss of eyes, hands, feet . . . special Polio Protection, plus 
still other valuable coverages. Maternity Rider is available at slight 
extra cost. There’s no waiting period for benefits to start. One Policy 
covers individual or entire family, birth to age 75. You'll see the low 
costs in the booklet we send you. Remember — all benefits are paid in 
CASH DIRECT TO YOU. DON’T TAKE CHANCES — BE PROTECTED. Send 
for our FREE BOOK which tells all about this remarkable, low cos! 
insurance value. 


DON’T WAIT TILL IT’S TOO LATE! ACT NOW! 


LIFE INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA 
Dept. 1254-C, Wilmington 99, Del. 


Please send me, without obligation, full details about your new, low 
cost NO TIME LIMIT HOSPITAL Plan. No agent will call. 


If you do not wish to mar this cover—use extra coupon on page 84 





